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1. What is RTEI?
The Right to Education Index (RTEI) is a global accountability initiative that aims to ensure that all people,
no matter where they live, enjoy their right to a quality education. RTEI is a global index built out of the
international right to education framework to monitor national progress towards its fulfillment. It reveals
key areas in need of improvement, offers country-to-country comparisons, and tracks progress over time.
Ultimately, RTEI seeks to:
Strengthen the expertise and capacity of civil society and education advocates.
Increase public and political support for realizing the right to education.
Hold governments and institutions accountable for their commitments to the right to education.
And finally, uphold the right to education for every child and adult everywhere.
RTEI partners with civil society organizations, research institutions, and governments to collect data on a
wide range of indicators explicitly derived from the international right to education framework. The data is
used to form the Right to Education Index, which can be used by the public, civil society, researchers,
and governments to identify areas in need of improvement, explore issues more deeply, and place efforts
where they are most needed.
As with any index, RTEI has limitations in its interpretation and application. For complete information on
RTEI limitations, see RTEI Background and Methodology.
RTEI is…
A general measure of the right to education in a country.
Based on an important, but non-exhaustive, list of indicators explicitly derived from the
international right to education framework.
Focused on minimum core obligations that should be immediately implemented and are not
subject to resource restraints.
A first step toward further analysis and advocacy by interested parties who are able to
contextualize results using questions present in the RTEI Questionnaire and other relevant
information.
RTEI is not…
The comprehensive, definitive measure of the right to education in a country.
An exhaustive index that covers the full complexity of the right to education.
A legal document that can be used for adjudication purposes.

2. What is the RTEI Questionnaire?
The primary tool of RTEI is the RTEI Questionnaire, a comprehensive survey of close-ended questions
answered with supporting documentation. Each question has an explicit basis in one or several
international human rights instruments, namely legally binding international conventions of the United
Nations. Questionnaires are completed by select civil society organizations, subjected to a double-blind
peer review by in-country independent experts and national research organizations, and provided to
national governments for further review.
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3. How is the Questionnaire Structured?

The RTEI Questionnaire is comprised of the themes of Governance, Availability, Accessibility,
Acceptability, and Adaptability — the 4A framework developed by the first UN Special Rapporteur on the
Right to Education Katarina Tomasevski.1
RTEI
Questionnaire

Governance

Availability

Accessibility

Acceptability

Adaptability

Governance speaks to the legal structure of education in a State. This includes State ratification
of international declarations or treaties, education financing, and education standards and
regulations.
Availability speaks to the specific quantity of educational institutions available and the condition
of such institutions.
Accessibility speaks to whether available institutions are accessible to all students regardless of
their socio-economic, familial, or demographic status.
Acceptability speaks to the quality of available education. This moves beyond learning
outcomes to also capture the cultural relevance and security of the educational environment as
well as the aims and content of education.
Adaptability speaks to the ability of education to be flexible in meeting the needs of a diverse
range of students.2

3.1

Subthemes

In addition to Governance and the 4 As, the RTEI Questionnaire contains many embedded subthemes.
These subthemes are illustrated below and are captured in the RTEI Questionnaire.
Theme 1: Governance
Subtheme 1: International Framework
Subtheme 2: National Law
Subtheme 3: Plan of Action
Subtheme 4: Monitoring and Reporting
Subtheme 5: Financing
Theme 2: Availability
Subtheme 1: Classrooms
Subtheme 2: Sanitation
Subtheme 3: Teachers
Subtheme 4: Learning Materials

Tomasevksi, K. (2001). Human Rights obligations: Making education available, accessible, acceptable and adaptable. Right to
Education Primers No. 3 Available at http://www.right-to-education.org/resource/primer-no-3-human-rights-obligations-makingeducation-available-accessible-acceptable-and
2
UNESCO (2014). The Right to Education: Law and policy review guidelines. Paris: UNESCO.
1
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Theme 3: Accessibility
Subtheme 1: Free Education
Subtheme 2: Participation
Theme 4: Acceptability
Subtheme 1: Aims of Education
Subtheme 2: Learning Environment
Subtheme 3: Learning Outcomes
Theme 5: Adaptability
Subtheme 1: Children with Disabilities
Subtheme 2: Children of Minorities and Indigenous Peoples
Subtheme 3: Girls
Subtheme 4: Child Labor
Subtheme 5: Migrants, Refugees, Internally Displaced Children, and Children Deprived of Liberty
Subtheme 6: Armed Conflict
Subtheme 7: COVID-19

3.2

Structural, Process, and Outcome Indicators

To assess the various levels in which the right to education manifests itself, each of the five themes in the
RTEI Questionnaire includes a mix of structural, process, and outcome indicators. Indicator type is
marked next to each question in the RTEI Questionnaire:

S

denotes a structural indicator. Structural indicators capture the national legal environment,
addressing whether laws exist on the books that comply with the international right to education
framework.

P

denotes a process indicator. Process indicators capture the efforts of the State, addressing
whether mechanisms have been put in place to aid in the realization of the right to education.

O

denotes an outcome indicator. Outcome indicators measure the results of structural and
process indicators in practice, addressing whether citizens are actually enjoying the right to
education.3

3.3

Minimum Core and Progressively Realized Obligations

The RTEI Questionnaire contains questions pertaining to both minimum core obligations as well as
progressively realized aspects of the right to education.
Minimum core obligations have been identified by the Committee on Economic, Social, and Cultural
Rights in General Comment 13. Using the five obligations outlined in General Comment 13, UNESCO’s
law and policy review guidelines for the right to education recognizes the minimum core as the “heart of
the right to education”.4 To improve measurability, minimum core obligations are defined in the RTEI as
those that are included in General Comment 13 (listed below) that are to be immediately implemented by
the State and are not subject to resource restrictions. Minimum core obligations include:
de Beco, G. (2008). Human Rights Indicators for assessing State Compliance with International Human Rights, supra note 138, p.
44
4
UNESCO (2014). The Right to Education: Law and Policy Review Guidelines, p. 12
3
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Ensure the right to education on a non-discriminatory basis.
Provide free and compulsory, quality primary education.
Ensure that education conforms to the objectives set out in the international right to education
framework.
Adopt and implement a national education strategy.
Ensure free choice of education without interference, subject to conformity with minimum
educational standards.
Progressively realized aspects of the right to education are subject to the maximum available resources
of a country. Questions related to progressively realizable indicators are weighted differently in Index
calculation to capture their progressively realized nature and are denoted with a

3.4

W

in the Questionnaire.

Cross-cutting Themes

While Governance and the 4 As and their respective subthemes are the predominant framework, the
RTEI Questionnaire can address cross-cutting themes arising out of RTEI results. These include:
Girls’ Education
Children with Disabilities
Regional Disparities
Indigenous and Minority Populations
Private Education
Teachers
Income Inequality
Content of Education
Monitoring and Accountability
National Normative Framework
Opportunity and Indirect Costs
Alignment of Education Aims
SDG 4
Combined with their respective structural-process-outcome characteristics, these cross-cutting themes
allow for more in-depth analysis of RTEI results.
For details on all cross-cutting themes and further information on how they are used once the RTEI
Questionnaire is complete, see the RTEI Methodology Technical Note.

4. How is the Questionnaire Completed?
The RTEI Questionnaire is completed by civil society respondents over a two-month period. There is one
primary civil society respondent per country. The Questionnaire is to be completed using primarily
national government data, while some questions may be best answered by non-governmental reports or
international data. The Questionnaire is to be completed using existing available data and information; it
is not meant to necessitate field research. Each question of the Questionnaire is to be supported by
verifiable documentation. Questionnaires completed by civil society respondents are then submitted to
RESULTS Educational Fund. After confirmation of satisfactory completion, RESULTS Educational Fund
will submit the completed Questionnaire separately to two national research organizations to complete a
double-blind peer review. The completed Questionnaire will also be made available to national
government counterparts for review and comment. Anonymity of all respondents and reviewers will be
preserved throughout the process. Reconciliation of discrepancies will be led by RESULTS Educational
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Fund, and data from the final completed Questionnaires will be used to create the global RTEI report. For
more on the RTEI Questionnaire completion process, see RTEI Background and Methodology.

4.1

Data Collection

Data from the most recent year should be included in all questions. Respondents should provide the year
in which the data was collected in the comment box. General guidelines for data preferences include:
National data is preferred over international data.
Most recent data preferred.
National ministry of education data preferred over other ministries, followed by the national
statistical office.
Finally, Academic and Research organization reports, NGO reports, and media reports.
Respondents are free to use any of the above sources that they believe is the most accurate but should
signify in the notes why the less preferred or alternative data source was selected.

Guidelines for Decentralized Countries
For countries with decentralized governance related to the right to education, completing the RTEI
Questionnaire can be challenging. Whether states, territories, provinces, or some other regional
governance structure protects, respects, or fulfils the right to education should be accurately reflected in
RTEI. Thus, when reviewing regional governance structures, if even one regional entity has not fulfilled
the indicator, the response should indicate that the right to education is not protected, respected, or
fulfilled for that particular indicator nationwide.
For some questions, RTEI provides options for decentralized countries, such as 1.2.2:

Question 1.2.2
Do national laws protect the liberty of individuals and bodies, including
minorities, to establish private schools?
a. Yes.
b. More than half of regional laws protect minorities’ right to establish
their own schools.
c. Less than half of regional laws protect minorities’ right to establish
their own schools.
d. No.

Researchers completing RTEI who have questions about decentralized structures should contact
rtei@wvi.org with any comments or concerns.

4.2

RTEI Questionnaire Format

The RTEI Questionnaire consists of two question styles. The first question style addresses the ratification
of international or regional conventions or treaties (Q 1.1.1- Q 1.1.5). For these questions respondents
should simply mark “yes” if their country is party to the document or “no” if it is not. Respondents may
mark “yes but with reservations” if their country has filed formal reservations in regards to the convention
or treaty.
RTEI 2021 Questionnaire
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The remainder of the questions are either close-ended with multiple-choice answers (a, b, c, d, e) or
simple open-ended questions where respondents provide a specific rate, ratio, or percentage. Each
question is accompanied by:
Its basis in the right to education framework.
An explanation of the question.
Necessary definitions of any technical terms in the question.
Examples of the type of information that could answer the question.
Suggestions of the type of appropriate supporting documentation that may be provided to
justify and accompany the response.
Potential data sources where such information may be found. Most questions can be addressed
with four sources: (1) National Constitution or Education Act, (2) National Education Plan, (3)
National Education Budget, and (4) Ministry/Department of Education Data on Inputs, Outputs,
and Outcomes.
Additional guidance for responses to clarify what each response option means.
Following each question is:
A place for the respondent to enter the response.
A place for the respondent to provide the supporting document and citation, attaching or
hyperlinking the source document justifying the response and citing the exact paragraph or page
number where the information can be found.
A place for civil society researcher comment if there is any further explanation or clarification
that can be made on the interpretation of the supporting document or how the question is
answered.
A place for peer review 1 comment for the first national research institution review of the
answers submitted by the civil society respondent.
A place for peer review 2 comment for the second national research institution review of the
answers submitted by the civil society respondent.
A place for government comment for the national government review of the answers submitted
by the civil society respondent.
A place for RESULTS Educational Fund comment for any final clarification/evaluation of
discrepancies in responses.
Below is a template illustrating the format of most questions found in the RTEI Questionnaire:

RTEI 2021 Questionnaire

xiii

QUESTION TEMPLATE

Theme
Subtheme: Specific Subsection Title
Question Number: Specific Question
Basis
“Direct quotes that provide the rationale and justification for the inclusion of the question in the RTEI Questionnaire”
— Human Rights convention or treaty from which the direct quote is cited
See also: Additional conventions and treaties that provide direct or indirect support, justifying the inclusion of the
question.
Guidance
Explanation: Explains what the question seeks to address.
Necessary Definitions: Helps clarify the question by providing definitions for key terms included in the question.
Definitions are adapted from those provided by the United Nations when available.
Examples: Provides potential examples of what positive responses to the question may look like (for example, for the
question “Are reasonable accommodation measures available for children with disabilities in schools?” examples may
include textbooks in Braille and schools that are handicapped accessible).
Appropriate Supporting Documentation: Provides specific supporting documents required to validate the question
response. These should be cited by the respondent and will be used by reviewers to ensure comparable data quality.
Potential Data Sources: Includes suggested data sources that may be available for respondents.
Additional Guidance for Responses: Provides information necessary to clarify response categories. Respondents
should pay attention to this section before choosing from the response options.
Calculation: Provides reference of how the responses are scored during Index calculation. Respondents do not need
to refer to this section in their response.
Benchmark: Some indicators could not be measured on a 0 to 1 scale (0 to 100%). In those cases the benchmarks
are provided for respondents information.
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Question Number

Response

Specific Question

[RESPOND HERE]

a.

Possible Answers are Provided in a Multiple Choice Format

b.

If Multiple Choice Format is not Provided, please Answer Questions
Directly Using the Appropriate Percentage, Age, or Text.

[LETTERS IN THIS
BOX INDICATE
MULTIPLE
RESPONSES ARE
REQUIRED]

Supporting document/citation:
[PLACE DIRECT QUOTES AND CITATION FOR YOUR SUPPORTING DOCUMENTS HERE]

Researcher comment:
[PROVIDE ANY COMMENTS, CLARIFICATION, OR FEEDBACK IN REGARDS TO THE SPECIFIC QUESTION
HERE]

Peer review 1 comment:
[ANONYMOUS PEER REVIEWER #1 WILL PROVIDE COMMENTS ON THE GIVEN RESPONSE HERE]

Peer review 2 comment:
[ANONYMOUS PEER REVIEWER #2 WILL PROVIDE COMMENTS ON THE GIVEN RESPONSE HERE]

Government comment:
[GOVERMNENT OFFICIALS WILL BE INVITED TO MAKE COMMENTS ON THE GIVEN RESPONSE HERE]

RESULTS Educational Fund comment:
[RESULTS STAFF REVIEWS RESEARCHER, PEER REVIEWERS, AND GOVERNMENT RESPONSES AND
FINALIZES RESPONSE]
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5. RTEI Questionnaire Overview
GOVERNANCE

International
Framework

1.1.1 Is the State party to the following United Nations treaties?
1.1.2 Is the State party to the following UNESCO treaty?
1.1.3 Is the State party to the following ILO conventions?
1.1.4 Is the State party to the following Geneva conventions?
1.1.5 Is the State party to the following regional treaties?

National Law

1.2.1 Do national laws protect the right to education?
1.2.2 Do national laws protect the liberty of individuals and bodies, including minorities, to establish
private schools
1.2.3 Do national laws expressly recognize the liberty of parents to choose the religious and moral
education of their children in conformity with their own convictions?

Monitoring and
Reporting

Plan of Action

1.2.4 Do national laws forbid discrimination in education on the following grounds?
1.3.1 Is there a national education plan that aims to achieve free and compulsory primary education?
1.3.2 Is there a national education plan that aims to achieve free secondary, higher, and fundamental
education?
1.3.3 Does the national education plan include measures to encourage regular attendance at schools and
reduce drop-out rates?
1.4.1 Are there minimum educational standards applicable to all schools, including private schools?
1.4.2 Is there a State body responsible for monitoring the education system?
1.4.3 How often is data on primary school net enrollment rate collected nationally?
1.4.4 Is the data on primary school net enrollment rate publicly available?
1.5.1 What is the percent of the national budget allocated to education?

Financing

1.5.2 What is the percentage of the total national education budget allocated to each level of education?
1.5.3 What is the percentage of the total national education budget allocated to the following
components?
1.5.4 What is the government expenditure on education as reported as the percentage of GDP allocated
to education?
1.5.5 What percent of the national education budget comes from foreign aid sources (bilateral and
multilateral)?
1.5.6 What is the percentage of GNI PPP allocated to foreign aid in relation to education in the public
sector? [donor countries]
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1.5.7 What percentage of the approved budget for education was actually executed?
1.5.8 What is the current public expenditure per pupil in relation to average income?

Sanitation

Classrooms

AVAILABILITY
2.1.1 Is there a minimum standard in place setting the numbers of pupils per classroom?
2.1.2 What is the pupil-classroom ratio?
2.2.1 Is there a minimum standard in place setting the number of pupils per toilet?
2.2.2 What is the pupil-toilet ratio?
2.2.3 What is the percentage of schools with potable water?

Teachers

2.3.1 What is the percentage of teachers that are appropriately trained?
2.3.2 Is there a national minimum standard in place setting the number of pupils per trained teacher?
2.3.3 What is the pupil-trained teacher ratio?

Learning
Materials

2.3.4 What is the mean teacher salary relative to the national mean salary?
2.4.1 Is there a minimum standard in place setting the number of pupils per available textbook?
2.4.2 What is the pupil-textbook ratio?
2.4.3 What percent of schools have a library, computer facilities, and information technology?
ACCESSIBILITY
3.1.1 Do national laws provide for free and compulsory primary education?

Free Education

3.1.2: Do national laws provide for free secondary and higher education?
3.1.3: Do national laws provide for free pre-primary education?
3.1.4 Is primary education free in practice?
3.1.5 What percent of household spending is spent on primary education?
3.1.6 What percent of household spending is spent on secondary education?
3.1.7 Are tuition fees charged for public university/higher education?

Participation

3.1.8 Is free basic education publicly provided for adults who have not completed primary education?
3.2.1 What is the gross enrollment rate?
3.2.2 What is the net enrollment rate?
3.2.3 What is the completion rate?
ACCEPTABILITY
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Aims of Education

4.1.1 Do national laws or policies direct education towards the following aims?
4.1.2 Does the national curriculum direct education towards the following aims?
4.1.3 Does the required training for teachers include improving the skills necessary for teaching towards
the full development of the following aims?
4.1.4 Are there established mechanisms to ensure that textbooks used in both public and private schools
are aligned with the curriculum guidelines provided by the Ministry of Education?
4.1.5 Does national curriculum include the following topics?

Learning
Environment

4.1.6 Do national laws include children in the decision-making process of school curricula, school policies,
and codes of behavior?
4.2.1 Has the national government adopted specific measures to protect children from violence and
abuse in school?
4.2.2 In practice, are children in schools free from violence and abuse?
4.2.3 Do national laws prohibit corporal punishment?

Learning
Outcomes

4.2.4 Does corporal punishment occur in practice?
4.3.1 Do national assessments or exams evaluate pupil’s understanding of the following topics?
4.3.2 What percent of students received a passing score on the national assessment/exam?
4.3.3 What is the literacy rate?
ADAPTABILITY
Children with
Disabilities

5.1.1 Do national laws recognize the right to education for children with disabilities?
5.1.2 Are reasonable accommodation measures available for children with disabilities in schools?
5.1.3 What is the percentage of teachers trained to teach children with disabilities or work in inclusive
schools?

Children of
Minorities &
Indigenous Peoples

5.1.4 What is the percentage of children with disabilities enrolled in ‘special schools’?
5.2.1 Are there mobile schools for nomadic or hard-to-reach children?
5.2.2 Do national laws provide for language of instruction to be in the child's mother tongue?
5.2.3 What percentage of students are not taught in their mother tongue?
5.2.4: Do Indigenous peoples have the right to educational autonomy?

Girls

5.3.1 Is the expulsion of girls from schools because of pregnancy or for having a baby forbidden in
legislation?
5.3.2 In practice, are girls expelled from school because of pregnancy or for having a baby?
5.3.3 Is there a law or policy enabling pregnant girls to remain in school and return without restrictions?
5.3.4 Is there mandatory pregnancy testing of girls in schools?
5.3.5 Do national laws prohibit early marriage (below the age of 18)?
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5.3.6 What percent of women are married by the age of 18?
5.3.7 Is age-appropriate comprehensive sexuality education part of the national curriculum?

Armed Conflict

Migrants, Refugees, IDPS, and
Children Deprived of Liberty

Child Labor

5.3.8 Are teachers trained to deliver age-appropriate comprehensive sexuality education?
5.4.1 Is the legal minimum age of employment 15 or above?
5.4.2 Has the government adopted specific measures to combat child labor?
5.4.3 What percent of children under the age of 15 work in the labor force?
5.3.1 Do migrant, refugee, or internally displaced children have to present documents stating their legal
status to enroll in school?
5.3.2 Is primary education available in retention centers/camps for refugee children?
5.5.3 Can refugee children access public schools?
5.5.4 What percent of refugee children are enrolled in schools?
5.5.5 Is education available in prison?
5.5.6 Do imprisoned children receive education integrated with the general education system (i.e. same
curricula)?
5.6.1 Is the legal minimum age of military recruitment 15 or above?
5.6.2 Are children under the age of 15 recruited by the military in practice?
5.6.3 Have there been attacks on education?
5.6.4 Is children’s education ensured by the occupying power?
5.7.1 What was the scope and length of school closures due to COVID-19?

COVID-19

5.7.2 Was education provided during school closures due to COVID-19?
5.7.3 Has school drop-out and its associated risks been mitigated during school closures?
5.7.4 Have public health measures been taken in schools?
5.7.5 Are teachers paid during unplanned school closures?
5.7.6 Is an education emergency response plan in place?
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Theme 1: Governance
Subtheme 1.1: International Framework
Question 1.1.1: Is the State party to the following United Nations
treaties? S
Potential Data Sources: UN Treaty Series
Questions 1.1.1 to 1.1.5 are calculated as:
• Yes = 1
• Yes with reservations = .5
• No = 0.

United Nations Treaties

a. International Covenant on Economic, Social, and
Cultural Rights (ICESCR)

YES

b. Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC)

YES

c. International Convention on the Elimination of All
Forms of Racial Discrimination (ICERD)

YES

d. Convention on the Rights of Persons with
Disabilities (CRPD)

YES

e. International Convention on the Protection of the
Rights of All Migrant Workers and Members of
Their Families (ICRMW)

NO

f.

Protocol to the Convention relating to the Status of
Refugees

YES

g. International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights
(ICCPR)

YES

h. Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of
Discrimination against Women (CEDAW)

YES

i.

Convention Relating to the Status of Stateless
Persons
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Question 1.1.2: Is the State party to the following UNESCO treaty? S
Potential Data Sources: Unesco treaty portal

UNESCO Treaty
a. Convention against Discrimination in Education

YES

b. Convention on Technical and Vocational
Education

YES

Question 1.1.3: Is the State party to the following ILO conventions?

S

Potential Data Sources: ILO Labour Standards

ILO Conventions

a. Minimum Age Convention

YES

b. ILO Worst Forms of Child Labour Convention

YES

c.

NO

ILO Indigenous and Tribal Peoples Convention

Question 1.1.4: Is the State party to the following Geneva
conventions? S
Potential Data Sources: International Committee of the Red Cross
Calculation: Note endorsement of the Safe Schools Declaration is non-scoring.

Geneva Conventions

a. Geneva Convention III relative to the Treatment
of Prisoners of War
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b. Geneva Convention IV relative to the Protection
of Civilian Persons in Time of War
c.

Protocol I to the Geneva Conventions of 12
August 1949, and relating to the Protection of
Victims of International Armed Conflicts

d. Protocol II to the Geneva Conventions of 12
August 1949, and relating to the Protection of
Victims of Non-International Armed Conflicts
e. Safe Schools Declaration

YES

YES
YES
NO

Question 1.1.5 Is the State party to the following regional treaties?

S

Regional Treaties
a. In Africa: African Charter on Human and
Peoples’ Rights
b. In Africa: Protocol to the African Charter
on Human and Peoples’ Rights on the
Rights of Women in Africa

YES
YES

c. In Africa: African Charter on the Rights
and Welfare of the Child

YES

d. In Africa: African Youth Charter

YES

e. In Africa: African Union Convention for the
Protection and Assistance of Internally
Displaced Persons in Africa

YES

f.

Revised Convention on the Recognition of
Studies, Certificates, Diplomas, Degrees
and Other Academic Qualifications in
Higher Education in African States

g. In the Americas: Charter of the
Organization of American States
h. In the Americas: Additional Protocol to the
American Convention on Human Rights,
Protocol of San Salvador
i.

In the Americas: Inter-American
Democratic Charter
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j.

In the Americas: Inter-American
Convention on the Elimination of All Forms
of Discrimination against Persons with
Disabilities

k.

In the Americas: Inter-American
Convention on the Prevention, Punishment
and Eradication of Violence Against
Women (Convention of Belem do Para)

l.

In Arab states: Arab Charter on Human
Rights

m. In Asia-Pacific: Asia-Pacific Regional
Convention on the Recognition of
Qualifications in Higher Education

NO

NO

NO

NO

n. In Europe: Protocol 1 to the European
Convention for the Protection of Human
Rights and Fundamental Freedoms

NO

o. In Europe: Revised European Social
Charter

NO

p. In Europe: European Charter for Regional
or Minority Languages

NO

q. In Europe: Framework Convention for the
Protection of National Minorities

NO

r.

In Europe: European Convention on the
Legal Status of Migrant Workers

NO

s.

In Europe: Convention on the Recognition
of Qualifications concerning Higher
Education in the European Region

NO

t.

In Europe: European Union Charter of
Fundamental Rights

NO

u. In Europe: Convention on Preventing
and Combating Violence against
Women and Domestic Violence
(Istanbul Convention)

NO

Subtheme 1.2: National Law
Question 1.2.1: Do national laws protect the right to education?

S

Basis
"Everyone has the right to education"
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— Universal Declaration of Human Rights, Article 26, Paragraph 1
See also: Article 2 (1), International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights; CECSR General
Comment 9; CESCR General Comment 3; Article 4, Convention on the Rights of the Child; Articles 2 (a)
& 3, Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women; Article 2, International
Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discrimination; Article 4 (1) (a) (b), Convention on
the Rights of Persons with Disabilities; Article 2 (2), International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights;
Article 1 (2), United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Persons Belonging to National or Ethnic,
Religious and Linguistic Minorities; Article 3 (a) (b), UNESCO Convention against Discrimination in
Education; Article 1, African (Banjul) Charter on Human and People’s Rights; Article 1 (1), African Charter
on the Rights and Welfare of the Child; Article 2, Protocol to the African Charter on Human and Peoples’
Rights on the Rights of Women in Africa; Article 1, African Youth Charter; Article 3 (2), Arab Charter on
Human Rights; Article 5, ASEAN Human Rights Declaration; Part 1, European Social Charter (revised);
Article 4 (2), Council of Europe Framework Convention for the Protection of National Minorities; Article 4,
Council of Europe Convention on Preventing and Combating Violence against Women and Domestic
Violence (Istanbul Convention); Article 2, Additional Protocol to the American Convention on Human
Rights in the Area of Economic, Social and Cultural Rights 'Protocol of San Salvador'; Article 3 (1), InterAmerican Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Persons with Disabilities
Guidance
Explanation: This question seeks to answer whether the right to education is explicitly guaranteed by the
highest form of national law, whether in the constitution or primary legislation, including in all regional,
provincial, or state law, where applicable.
Necessary Definitions: "Education" includes all systematic and deliberate activities designed to meet the
learning needs of a country.
Appropriate Supporting Documentation: Acceptable supporting documents include national law such as a
national constitution or education act.
Potential Data Sources: Ministry of education, official public records, UNESCO Database on the Right to
Education, Right to Education Initiative – Where to Find Information, Constitute Project, Planipolis,
UNESCO International Bureau on Education
Additional Guidance for Responses: Justiciability refers to the amenability of an issue to be adjudicated
upon in judicial or quasi-judicial fora. A justiciable right to education means that when this right is violated,
the right-holder can take her claim before an independent and impartial body, and if the claim is upheld,
be granted a remedy, which can then be enforced.
See Accountability from a human rights perspective for further information and guidance on identifying
whether the right to education is justiciable and is a good starting place to determine whether the right to
education is justiciable in your country.
Question 1.2.1 is calculated as:
• Yes, and it is justiciable = 1
• Yes, but it is not justiciable = .5
• No = 0.

Question 1.2.1
Do national laws protect the right to:
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a. Pre-primary education

YES & it is justiciable

b. Primary education

YES & it is justiciable

c.

YES & it is justiciable

Secondary education

d. Technical and vocational training

YES but it is not justiciable

e. Higher education/university

YES & it is justiciable

Supporting document/citation:
1. Section 75 (1) (a) (b) of the Constitution of Zimbabwe Amendment (No 20) Act
(2013) page 37 accessed on http://www.veritaszim.net/node/3490
2. Section 5 of the Zimbabwe Education Amendment Act 25:04 of 2020 accessed
on http://mopse.co.zw/sites/default/files/public/downloads/EDUCATION%
20AMENDMENT%20ACT%2C%202019%20%5B%20Act%2015-2019%5D.pdf
3. Section 10 of the Zimbabwe Education Amendment Act 25:04 of 2020 accessed
on http://mopse.co.zw/sites/default/files/public/downloads/EDUCATION%
20AMENDMENT%20ACT%2C%202019%20%5B%20Act%2015-2019%5D.pdf
Researcher comment:
4. Section 85 (1) (a) (b) of the Constitution of Zimbabwe Amendment (No 20) Act
(2013) page
accessed
According
to 37
Section
75 ofon
thehttp://www.veritaszim.net/node/3490
Costitution of Zimbabwe Amendment (no. 20) of
2013, it provides that:
1. Every citizen and permanent resident of Zimbabwe has a right to-a basic State-funded education, including adult basic education; and
b. further education, which the State, through reasonable legislative and other
measures, must make progressively available and accessible.
Peer review 1 comment:
Section 85 of the Constitution also went on to provide individuals or any persons
I agreeon
without
comment
or additional
supporting
documents.
acting
behalfany
of other
persons
to approach
a court, alleging
that a fundamental
right or freedom enshrined in this Chapter has been, is being or is likely to be
infringed, and the court may grant appropriate relief, including a declaration of
rights and an award of compensation.
In addition, Zimbabwe is a signatory to a number of international agreements that
relate to the right to education: The African Charter on Human and People's Rights,
The
African
Charter
on the Rights and Welfare of the Child Article 11 provides that
Peer
review
2 comment:
every child has the right to education, to develop his or her personality, talents and
mental
andwith
physical
abilities
to their
fullest potential.
Universal Declaration of
I disagree
comment
and/or
additional
supportingThe
documents.
Human Rights and The Convention on the Rights of the Child Article (26) Everyone
has the right to education. It further provides that education shall be free, at least in
the elementary education shall be compulsory. Technical and professional
education shall be made generally available and higher education shall be equally
accessible to all on the basis of merit.
- The Education Amendment Act of 2020 section 5 stipulates that :
(1) Every child shall be entitled to compulsory basic state funded education.
(2)
Any parent who deprives their child the right to basic state funded education
RTEI 2021 Questionnaire: Governance
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imprisonment for a period not exceeding two years.”
However the national laws are more clearer on the right to basic education and
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Government comment:
--Please select from the options below--

RESULTS Educational Fund comment:
The original response appears correct and holds as the final response.

Question 1.2.2: Do national laws protect the liberty of individuals and
bodies, including minorities, to establish private schools? S
Basis
"No part of this article shall be construed as to interfere with the liberty of individuals and bodies to
establish and direct educational institutions, subject always to…such minimum standards as may be laid
down by the State"
— International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, Article 13, Paragraph 4
See also: Article 29 (2), Convention on the Rights of the Child; Article 13 (5), Additional Protocol to the
American Convention on Human Rights in the Area of Economic, Social and Cultural Rights 'Protocol of
San Salvador'; Article 11 (7), African Charter on the Rights and Welfare of the Child; Article 14 (3),
Charter of Fundamental Rights of the European Union; Article 2, Protocol to the European Convention on
Human Rights; Article 17 (1) (a), European Social Charter (revised); Article 13, Framework Convention
for the Protection of National Minorities; Article 27 (3), ILO Indigenous and Tribal Peoples Convention
Guidance
Explanation: This question seeks to answer whether the liberty of individuals and institutions to establish
their own educational institutions (schools) is explicitly included in the national laws of a country. This
liberty is particularly important for minorities and the law in question must not exclude the liberty of
minorities to establish and their own schools.
Necessary Definitions: "Private school" is defined as any privately managed educational institution. This
may include for-profit, non-profit, religious, and NGO run schools. It also refers to all levels and types of
education, including: nurseries, primary, secondary, fundamental, and higher education.
“Minorities” refer to a group numerically inferior to the rest of the population of a State or in a nondominant position, whose members—being nationals of the State—possess ethnic, religious, or linguistic
characteristics differing from those of the rest of the majority population or the dominant group.
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Appropriate Supporting Documentation: Acceptable supporting documents include national law such as a
national constitution or education act.
Potential Data Sources: Ministry of education, official public records, UNESCO Database on the Right to
Education, Right to Education Initiative – Where to Find Information, Constitute Project, Planipolis,
UNESCO International Bureau on Education
Additional Guidance for Responses: A “yes” response indicates that the appropriate language is present
in the law. A “yes” response does not suggest the law is comprehensive or effective.
A “no” response indicates that there is no appropriate language in national or decentralized legal bodies.
For Decentralized Countries: A “More than half...” response indicates that in decentralized countries,
more than half of the regions, provinces, states, or territories include appropriate language in the law.
A “Less than half...” response indicates that in decentralized countries, less than half of the regions,
provinces, states, or territories include appropriate language in the law.
Question 1.2.2 is calculated as:
a. Yes = 1
b. More than half of decentralized laws protect the establishment of private schools. = .66
c. Less than half or decentralized laws protect the establishment of private schools. = .33
d. No. = 0

Question 1.2.2

Response

Do national laws protect the liberty of individuals to establish private
schools?
a. Yes.
b. More than half of decentralized laws protect the establishment of
private schools.
c.

Less than half or decentralized laws protect the establishment of
private schools.

SELECT
a
b
c
d

d. No.

Supporting document/citation:
1. The Education Amendment Act Section 15 (2) of the Zimbabwean Education Act
Chapter 25:04 of 2020.
2. 2. Section 75 (2) of the Constitution of Zimbabwe Amendment (No 20) Act 2013
page 43 accessed on
https://www.constituteproject.org/constitution/Zimbabwe_2013.pdf

Researcher comment:
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The Education Amendment Act of 2020 section 15 (2) provides Every person has the
right to establish and maintain, at their own expense, independent educational
institutions of reasonable standards, provided they do not discriminate on any ground
prohibited by this Constitution.
Constitution of Zimbabwe Amendment (No 20) Act 2013 Section 75 subsection 2
states that Every person has the right to establish and maintain, at their own expense,
independent
institutions of reasonable standards, provided they do
Peer revieweducational
1 comment:
not discriminate on any ground prohibited by this Constitution. This provision has
resulted
in the establishment
private
schools in
Zimbabwe guaranteeing
I agree without
any comment of
or many
additional
supporting
documents.
children access to education though most of the private schools have exorbitant fees
and are beyond the reach of ordinary people.

Peer review 2 comment:
--Please select from the options below--

Government comment:
--Please select from the options below--

RESULTS Educational Fund comment:
The original response appears correct and holds as the final response.

Question 1.2.3: Do national laws expressly recognize the liberty of
parents to choose the religious and moral education of their children
in conformity with their own convictions? S
Basis
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"Respect for the liberty of parents, and when applicable, legal guardians to choose for their children
schools, other than those established by the public authorities, which conform to such minimum
standards as may be laid down or approved by the State and to ensure the religious and moral education
of their children in conformity with their own convictions."
— International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, Article 13, Paragraph 3
See also: Article 18 (4) & 26, International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights; Article 2 (2) & 13 (3),
International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights; Paras 28-39 & 31, CESCR General
Comment 13; Articles 2, 14 (2) & 30, Convention on the Rights of the Child; Para 10, CRC General
Comment 1; Article 7, 12 (4) & 30, International Convention on the Protection of the Rights of All Migrant
Workers and Members of Their Families; Article 15 (1), United Nations Declaration on the Rights of
Indigenous Peoples; Articles 3 & 5 (1) (b), UNESCO Convention against Discrimination in Education;
Article 27, ILO Indigenous and Tribal Peoples Convention; Articles 2 & 3 (2), African (Banjul) Charter on
Human and Peoples' Rights; Article 3 & 11 (4) & (7), African Charter on the Rights and Welfare of the
Child; Article 3 and 30 (3), Arab Charter on Human Rights; Article 3 & 22, ASEAN Human Rights
Declaration; Article 14 (3) & 21, Charter of Fundamental Rights of the European Union; Article 14,
European Convention on Human Rights; Article 2, Protocol to the European Convention on Human
Rights; Article 17 (1) (a), European Social Charter (revised); Article 3 & 13 (4) & (5), Additional Protocol to
the American Convention on Human Rights in the Area of Economic, Social and Cultural Rights 'Protocol
of San Salvador'; Article 12 (4) & 24, American Convention on Human Rights 'Pact of San José, Costa
Rica'; Article 50, Geneva Convention (IV) relative to the Protection of Civilian Persons in Time of War;
Article 78 (2), Protocol Additional to the Geneva Conventions of 12 August 1949, and relating to the
Protection of Victims of International Armed Conflicts (Protocol I); Article 4 (3) (a), Protocol Additional to
the Geneva Conventions of 12 August 1949, and relating to the Protection of Victims of Non-International
Armed Conflicts (Protocol II)
Guidance
Explanation: This question seeks to answer whether the right of parents to choose the religious and moral
education of their children is explicitly included in the national laws of a country. This may include both
parental choice within a public school – such as allowing children to be exempted from attending schools
on important holy days for their respective religions, taking into account dietary requirements relating to
religion and allowing children to be exempted from religious or moral classes not in accordance with their
religious or moral convictions – as well as the ability of parents to choose a religious school for their
children.
Necessary Definitions: “Religious and moral education” include schools that act as a tool to transmit
knowledge and values pertaining to religious trends, in an inclusive way, so that individuals realize their
being part of the same community and learn to create their own identity in harmony with identities
different from their own.
Appropriate Supporting Documentation: Acceptable supporting documents include national law such as a
national constitution or education act.
Potential Data Sources: Ministry of education, official public records, UNESCO Database on the Right to
Education, Right to Education Initiative – Where to Find Information, Constitute Project, Planipolis,
UNESCO International Bureau on Education
Additional Guidance for Responses: A “yes” response indicates that the appropriate language is present
in the law. A “yes” response does not suggest the law is comprehensive or effective.
Question 1.2.4 is calculated as:
a. Yes = 1
b. No = 0
RTEI 2021 Questionnaire: Governance
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Question 1.2.3
Do national laws expressly recognize the liberty of parents to choose
the religious and moral education of their children in conformity with
their own convictions?
a. Yes
b. No

Response

SELECT
a
b

Supporting document/citation:

1. Section 75 (2) of the Constitution of Zimbabwe Amendment (No 20) Act 2013 page
37 accessed on http://www.veritaszim.net/node/315

Researcher comment:
Section 75 (2) of the Constitution of Zimbabwe grants liberty to any person to
establish and maintain, at their own expense, independent educational institutions of
reasonable standards, provided they do not discriminate on any ground. This means
that the law is universally applicable to any one, including the minority groups.
Section 4 (b) provides that “ no learner should be discriminated against by the
imposition
of onerous
terms and conditions in regard to his or her admission to,
Peer review
1 comment:
suspended, excluded or expelled from any school on the grounds of his or her
nationality,
colour,
tribe, place of birth, ethnic or social origin, language, class
I agree withrace,
additional
information.
religious belief, political affiliation, opinion, custom, culture, sex, gender, marital status,
Whilepregnancy,
the referred
areas inorthe
constitution
do not
explicitly
recognize
the
ability
to in
age,
disability
economic
or social
status,
or whether
they
were
born
choose
based
on
religious
or
moral
grounds,
the
Supreme
Court
of
Zimbabwe
has
or out of wedlock.”
ruled explicitly, based on section 19 of the constitution that religious expression is
permitted in schools. See Dzvova v Minister of Education, Sports and Culture and
Others (2007) AHRLR 189 (ZwSC 2007) available at
Peer review 2 comment:
https://adsdatabase.ohchr.org/IssueLibrary/ZwSC_Dzvova%20v%20Minister%20of%
20Education,%20Sports%20and%20Culture%20and%20Others.docx
I agree with additional information.
Article 60 (3) of the Zimbabwe Constitution says: 'Parents and guardians of minor
children have the right to determine, in accordance with their beliefs, the moral and
religious upbringing of their children, provided they do not prejudice the rights to which
their children are entitled under this Constitution, including their rights to education,
health, safety and welfare.'
Government comment:
RTEI 2021 Questionnaire: Governance
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--Please select from the options below--

RESULTS Educational Fund comment:
The original response appears correct and holds as the final response.

Question 1.2.4: Do national laws forbid discrimination in education on
the following grounds? S
Basis
“States Parties shall respect and ensure the rights set forth in the present Convention to each child within
their jurisdiction without discrimination of any kind, irrespective of the child's or his or her parent's or legal
guardian's race, colour, sex, language, religion, political or other opinion, property, disability, birth or other
status.”
— Convention on the Rights of the Child, Article 2, Paragraph 1
See also: UNESCO Convention against Discrimination in Education; Articles 2 (2) & 13, International
Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights; Articles 2 & 28, Convention on the Rights of the
Child; Articles 1-3 & 10, Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women;
Articles 2 & 5 (e) (v), International Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discrimination;
Articles 4 (1) (a) - (e) 5 & 24 Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities; Article 7, International
Convention on the Protection of the Rights of All Migrant Workers and Members of Their Families; Article
2 (1), International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights; Article 3, Convention relating to the Status of
Refugees (as applied through the Protocol relating to the Status of Refugees; Article 2, International
Covenant on Civil and Political Rights; Article 3 (1), United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Persons
Belonging to National or Ethnic, Religious and Linguistic Minorities; Articles 2 & 14 (2), United Nations
Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous People; Articles 2 & 17, African (Banjul) Charter on Human and
People’s Rights; Articles 3 & 11, African Charter on the Rights and Welfare of the Child; Articles 2 & 12
(1) (a), Protocol to the African Charter on Human and Peoples’ Rights on the Rights of Women in Africa;
Articles 2 & 13, African Youth Charter; Articles 3 & 41 (2), Arab Charter on Human Rights; Articles 2 & 31,
ASEAN Human Rights Declaration; Article 14, European Convention on Human Rights; Articles 4 & 12,
Council of Europe Framework Convention for the Protection of National Minorities; Articles 4 & 14,
Council of Europe Convention on Preventing and Combating Violence against Women and Domestic
Violence (Istanbul Convention); Article 21, Charter of Fundamental Rights of the European Union; Articles
3 & 13, Additional Protocol to the American Convention on Human Rights in the Area of Economic, Social
and Cultural Rights 'Protocol of San Salvador'; Article 3 (1), Inter-American Convention on the Elimination
of All Forms of Discrimination against Persons with Disabilities
Guidance
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Explanation: This question seeks to answer whether national law explicitly includes language forbidding
discrimination of any kind in the education system.
Necessary Definitions: "Discrimination" refers to any distinction, exclusion or restriction made on the basis
of an individual’s beliefs, history, or other demographic or personal characteristics.
Appropriate Supporting Documentation: Acceptable supporting documents include national law such as a
national constitution or education act.
Potential Data Sources: Ministry of education, official public records, UNESCO Database on the Right to
Education, Right to Education Initiative – Where to Find Information, Constitute Project, Planipolis,
UNESCO International Bureau on Education
Additional Guidance for Responses: A “yes” response indicates that the appropriate language is present
in the law. A “yes” response does not suggest the law is comprehensive or effective.
1.2.4 is calculated as:
• Yes = 1
• No = 0

Question 1.2.4

Yes

No

Do national laws forbid discrimination in education on the following grounds?
a.
b.
c.
d.
e.
f.
g.
h.
i.
j.
k.
l.
m.
n.
o.
p.
q.

Race and color (ethnicity)?
Gender (sex)?
Language?
Religion?
Political or other opinion?
National or social origin?
Property?
Birth?
Sexual orientation?
Disability?
Age?
Nationality?
Marital and family status?
Health status?
Place of residence?
Economic and social situation?
Pregnancy?

✔
✔

✔
✔
✔

✔
✔

✔
✔
✔
✔

✔

✔
✔

✔
✔

✔

Supporting document/citation:
1. The Education Amendment Act of 2020 Section 4 subsection 1 (a) and subsection 2
(b) accessed at http://mopse.co.zw/sites/default/files/public/downloads/EDUCATION%
20AMENDMENT%20ACT%2C%202019%20%5B%20Act%2015-2019%5D.pdf
2. The Education Amendment Act of 2019 Section 10 (2). accessed at
http://mopse.co.zw/sites/default/files/public/downloads/EDUCATION%20AMENDMENT
%20ACT%2C%202019%20%5B%20Act%2015-2019%5D.pdf
3. The Education Amendment Act of 2019 Section 25 (c) accessed at
http://mopse.co.zw/sites/default/files/public/downloads/EDUCATION%20AMENDMENT
%20ACT%2C%202019%20%5B%20Act%2015-2019%5D.pdf
RTEI
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4. The Education Ammendment Act of 2019 Section 62 accessed at
http://mopse.co.zw/sites/default/files/public/downloads/EDUCATION%20AMENDMENT
%20ACT%2C%202019%20%5B%20Act%2015-2019%5D.pdf

Researcher comment:

1. The Education Amendment Act of 2020 Section 4 provided that
(1) (a) The State shall ensure the provision of sanitary ware and other menstrual health
facilities to girls in all schools to promote menstrual health
(2) (b) protects learners from being discriminated against by the imposition of onerous
terms and conditions in regard to his or her admission to, suspended, excluded or
expelled from any school on the grounds of his or her nationality, race, colour, tribe,
place of birth, ethnic or social origin, language, class religious belief, political affiliation,
opinion,
custom,
culture, sex, gender, marital status, age, pregnancy, disability or
Peer review
1 comment:
economic or social status, or whether they were born in or out of wedlock.”
I agree without any comment or additional supporting documents.
In addition, the Education Amendment Act of 2020 section 10 (2) provides that (2) Every
child of school going age shall be entitled to be enrolled at the primary or secondary
school, as the case may be, nearest to the place where he or she is ordinarily resident,
unless such primary or secondary school is fully enrolled.
Section 25 (c) of the Education Amendment Act of 2020 provides that every school shall
en-devour
to offer
non formal education including adult education. This provision has
Peer review
2 comment:
seen citizens enrolling in both formal and non formal education despite being adults or
children.
I disagree with comment and/or additional supporting documents.
Section 62 of the Education Amendment Act of 2020 provides that:
No
explicitschool
mentions
sexual orientation,
property, and health status in the sources
(1) Every
shallofendeavor
to—
mentioned
above.
(a) teach every
officially recognized language;
(b) ensure that the language of instruction shall be the language of examination;
(c) ensure that the mother tongue is to be used as a medium of instruction at early
childhood education.
Government comment:
(2) School curricula shall as far as possible reflect the culture of the people of every
language
used or
taught
in termsbelow-of this section
--Please select
from
the options
Section 68 B of the Education Amendment Act of 2020 provides that:
(1) Every registered school shall provide infrastructure, subject to availability of
resources, suitable for use by pupils with disabilities.
(2) The Secretary shall monitor and enter premises of every registered school for the
purposes of ascertaining whether the rights of pupils with disabilities are taken into
account during teaching and learning.
RESULTS
Educational
Fund
comment:
(3)
For the purposes
of fees
approval,
the Secretary shall require every registered
school to submit a plan highlighting how the school shall advance the rights of pupils
The original response has been rectified based on review and/or additional information.
with disabilities.
The Education
Amendment
Act 'property',
of 2020 in and
section
68Cstatus'
also provides
Unchecked
'sexual
orientation',
'health
as there that:
are no explicit
(1) No pupil
shall
be excluded
from above.
school for non-payment of school fees or on the
mentions
in the
sources
mentioned
basis of pregnancy.

Subtheme 1.3: Plan of Action
RTEI 2021 Questionnaire: Governance

15

Question 1.3.1: Is there a national education plan that aims to achieve
free and compulsory primary education? S
Basis
“Each State Party…which…has not been able to secure…its jurisdiction compulsory education, free of
charge, undertakes within two years, to work out and adopt a detailed plan of action for the progressive
implementation, within a reasonable number of years.”
— International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, Article 14
See also: CESCR General Comment 11: Plans of action for primary education
Guidance
Explanation: This question seeks to answer whether, in countries that have not secured free compulsory
primary education, there is a national plan that progressively lays out how the country is moving towards
free primary education. This should include specific implementation dates for each stage to ensure that
the implementation occurs in a reasonable number of years.
Necessary Definitions: “National education plan” is defined as a formal plan of education proposed and
adopted by the government of a country.
“Compulsory education” is the education legally required in a country. This often includes education to a
certain age, level, or grade. Internationally this generally includes primary and lower secondary
education.
Examples: “Free primary education was introduced with the adoption of the new Education and Training
Policy in 1994 as a major strategy towards achieving the EFA goals. This has led to rapid increase in the
net enrolment rate, which currently stands at 83% of primary school aged children. ESDP IV will be a
historic landmark in making free primary education compulsory in order to give a major boost to education
and to reach the remaining 17%, the most vulnerable children who are still out of school.” (Ethiopia ESDP
IV, p.12)
Although Belize sets out a target of 100% net enrollment rate for primary education by 2016, they do not
provide incremental steps. Specifically, although their Education Sector Strategy 2011- 2016 is designed
to identify a 2011 Baseline and Milestones in 2012 and 2014 to gauge process in reaching their 2016 goal
these cells are clearly missing (see Belize Education Sector Strategy 2011-2016, p. 87).
Appropriate Supporting Documentation: Acceptable supporting documents may include an education
sector plan or plan of action.
Potential Data Sources: Ministry of education, official public records, UNESCO Database on the Right to
Education, Right to Education Initiative – Where to Find Information, Constitute Project, Planipolis,
UNESCO International Bureau on Education
Additional Guidance for Responses: In decentralized systems without a national education plan a “yes”
response indicates that all regional plans include the appropriate language.
Question 1.3.1 is calculated as:
a. Yes = 1
b. No, but the country has already achieved free and compulsory primary education = 1
c. No, and the country has not achieved free and compulsory primary education = 0
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Question 1.3.1

Response

Is there a national education plan that aims to achieve free and
compulsory primary education?
a. Yes.
b. No, but the country has already achieved free and compulsory
primary education.
c.

No, and the country has not achieved free and compulsory primary
education.

SELECT
a
b
c

Supporting document/citation:
Ministry of Primary and Secondary Education (2020). Draft School Financing Policy.
Accessed at http://mopse.co.zw/blog/development-school-financing-policy-underway

Researcher comment:
The draft Education Sector Strategic Plan for 2021-2025 is silent about free and
compulsory education. It only talks about the school financing policy which is being
put in place. Government of Zimbabwe financing for the education sector has fallen
well below international norms and recommendations; in 2021 Zimbabwe has
committed just 2.6% of GDP to basic education. However, efforts are in the pipeline to
come up with a School Financing Policy. A draft school financing policy is already in
place.
The School
Financing Policy 2021-30 is a strategic document of the
Peer review
1 comment:
Government of
Vision
commitment
to support
equitable
and quality education for all
IZimbabwe’s
agree without
any 2030
comment
or additional
supporting
documents.
its citizens. Its overall goal is to equalize opportunities for a high-quality education for
all learners throughout the country.

Peer review 2 comment:
--Please select from the options below--

Government comment:
RTEI 2021 Questionnaire: Governance
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--Please select from the options below--

RESULTS Educational Fund comment:
The original response appears correct and holds as the final response.

Question 1.3.2: Is there a national education plan that aims to achieve
free secondary, higher, and fundamental education? S
Basis
“In relation to article 13 (2) (b)-(d), a State party has an immediate obligation “to take steps” (art. 2 (1))
towards the realization of secondary, higher and fundamental education for all those within its jurisdiction.
At a minimum, the State party is required to adopt and implement a national educational strategy which
includes the provision of secondary, higher and fundamental education in accordance with the Covenant.
This strategy should include mechanisms, such as indicators and benchmarks on the right to education,
by which progress can be closely monitored.”
Guidance

— CESCR General Comment 13: The right to education, para.52

Explanation: This question seeks to answer whether, in countries that have not secured free secondary,
higher, and fundamental education, there is a national plan to ensure the provision of free secondary,
higher, and fundamental education.
Necessary Definitions: “National education plan” is defined as a formal plan of education proposed and
adopted by the government of a country.
Appropriate Supporting Documentation: Acceptable supporting documents may include an education
sector plan or plan of action.
Potential Data Sources: Ministry of education, official public records, UNESCO Database on the Right to
Education, Right to Education Initiative – Where to Find Information, Constitute Project, Planipolis,
UNESCO International Bureau on Education
Additional Guidance for Responses: In decentralized systems without a national education plan a “yes”
response indicates that all regional plans include the appropriate language. A “yes” response only
indicates that the appropriate language is present. A “yes” response does not indicate that the suggested
dates are feasible or that the plan is adequately financed.
Question 1.3.1 is calculated as:
a. Yes = 1
RTEI 2021 Questionnaire: Governance

18

b. No, but the country has already achieved free secondary, higher, and fundamental education.
=1
c. No, and national education plans to achieve free secondary, higher, and fundamental
education have not been completed. = 0

Question 1.3.2

Response

Is there targeted a national education plan that aims to achieve free
secondary, higher, and fundamental education?
a. Yes.
b. No, but the country has already achieved free secondary,
higher, and fundamental education.
c.

No, and national education plans to achieve free secondary,
higher, and fundamental education have not been completed.

SELECT
a
b
c

Supporting document/citation:

Ministry of Primary and Secondary Education. (2020). Draft School Financing Policy
Ministry of Primary and Secondary Education (2020). Education Sector Strategic Plan
2021-2025 (draft)

Researcher comment:
The draft School Financing Policy states that significant increases in public spending
will be necessary, if free universal basic education is to be achieved. This is
irrespective of various scenarios which incorporate out-of-school children (OOSC) to a
greater or lesser extent. The Policy notes that donor funding is not sustainable and
cannot be relied upon indefinitely. Therefore, it should only be considered as a
short-term to medium-term mechanism for achieving some of the ESSP’s Strategic
Goals. The Policy makes no clear proposals on revenue-raising strategies to fund the
education
sector.
Instead, it draws attention to the possibility, based on international
Peer review
1 comment:
experience, of attracting inward investment to drive long-term sustainable economic
growth,
hence
increasing
the tax base and government income.
I agree with
additional
information.

The
Strategic
Plan
of the Ministry of
and Tertiary
However,
there
are2019-2023
no firm recommendations
onHigher
sustainable
fundingEducation
solutions makes
for
no
mention
of
transitioning
toward
free
education.
Instead
it
highlights
the
Higher
and
Zimbabwe’s education sector. Therefore, the dilemma of how to fund the requirements
Tertiary
Education
Loan
Support
Facility
to
cover
the
costs
of
fees.
for improved access to quality, equitable and inclusive education, in the context of
https://planipolis.iiep.unesco.org/sites/default/files/ressources/zimbabwe_strategic_pla
available domestic resources and indeterminate international support, remains.
n_2019-2023_eng.pdf
In terms of national plans for achieving free higher education, Zimbabwean
government through its current President, Emerson Mnangagwa, created a
department
of disabilities with fully fledged staff headed by a director that will provide19
RTEI 2021 Questionnaire: Governance
funds to support free education of people living with disabilities from primary school to
university.

Peer review 2 comment:

--Please select from the options below--

Government comment:
--Please select from the options below--

RESULTS Educational Fund comment:

The original response appears correct and holds as the final response.

Question 1.3.3: Does the national education plan include measures to
encourage regular attendance at schools and reduce drop-out rates?
SW

Basis
"State Parties…shall, in particular: (e) Take measures to encourage regular attendance at schools and
the reduction of drop-out rates"
— Convention on the Rights of the Child, Article 28 (1) (e)
See also: Article 28 (1) (a) (e), Convention on the Rights of the Child; Article 10 (f), Convention on the
Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women; Article 13 (2), International Covenant on
Economic, Social and Cultural Rights; Article 24 (2), Convention on the Rights of Persons with
Disabilities; Article 4 (a), UNESCO Convention against Discrimination in Education; Article 7 (2) (c) (d),
ILO Worst Forms of Child Labour Convention; Articles 11 (3) (a) (d) (e) & 6, African Charter on the Rights
and Welfare of the Child; Articles 13 (4) (c) (h), African Youth Charter; Article 41 (2), Arab Charter on
Human Rights; Article 31 (2), ASEAN Human Rights Declaration; Article 17 (2), European Social Charter
(revised); Article 49, Charter of the Organization of American States; Article 13 (3) (a) (d), Additional
Protocol to the American Convention on Human Rights in the Area of Economic, Social and Cultural
Rights 'Protocol of San Salvador'
Guidance
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Explanation: This question seeks to answer whether there is a national plan that includes measures to
encourage attendance and provide support to completion. In decentralized systems, all state, regional, or
provincial education plans should be evaluated to identify the national education plan. Potential measures
may include truancy laws, regular monitoring of attendance, or support for students at risk of dropping
out.
Necessary Definitions: “National Education Plan” is defined as a formal plan of education proposed and
adopted by the government of a country.
“Regular Attendance” means daily attendance at school.
“Drop-out” refers to a student that started but did not complete a school cycle and is no longer enrolled in
the school system. This is sometimes referred to as a “school-leaver”.
Examples: “Within this set of strategies, several will focus on the imperative to decrease early drop-out:
awareness-raising sessions will be organized for teachers and principals, a special module will be
included in pre-service training, school improvement plans will be guided towards addressing this issue
and the improvement of school facilities will help keeping children in school. The school feeding program,
which covers schools in six regions, will be expanded. It is envisaged to organize awareness-raising
events with communities to ensure full registration of all children in primary school and to intervene swiftly
when a child is absent for several days.” (Ethiopia ESDP IV, p. 22)
Appropriate Supporting Documentation: cceptable supporting documents may include an education
sector plan or plan of action.
Potential Data Sources: Ministry of education, official public records, UNESCO Database on the Right to
Education, Right to Education Initiative – Where to Find Information, Constitute Project, Planipolis,
UNESCO International Bureau on Education
Additional Guidance for Responses: In decentralized systems without a national education plan a “yes”
response indicates that all regional plans include the appropriate language. A “yes” response does not
suggest that the plan is comprehensive or effective.
Question 1.3.3 is calculated as:
a. Yes = 1
b. No = 0

Question 1.3.3
Does the national education plan include measures to encourage
regular attendance at schools and reduce drop-out rates?
a. Yes

Response

SELECT
a
b

b. No

Supporting document/citation:
1. Ministry of Primary and Secondary Education 2021-2025 Education Sector
Strategic Plan page 33-34

RTEI 2021 Questionnaire: Governance

21

Researcher comment:

The MoPSE 2021-2025 ESSP has a comprehensive set of Enhanced Social
Protection strategies to ensure that children at risk of dropping out of school are kept
in school. These include the strengthening of implementation of programmes such as
Guiding and Counselling and Psychosocial Support Services. This also includes
including the Home-Grown School Feeding Programme (HGSP), early learner support
services’ identification, implementing OVCs and inclusivity programmes , and
providing
female
learners with sanitary wear. GoZ provides support for school
Peer review
1 comment:
fees/levies through BEAM. The major objective of the Basic Education Assistance
Module
(BEAM)any
is tocomment
prevent households
resorting
to perverse coping
I agree without
or additionalfrom
supporting
documents.
mechanism such as withdrawing children from school, in response to worsening
household poverty. The Government of Zimbabwe supported by development partners
introduced BEAM in 2000 as a demand led initiative providing financial grants to
communities to assist them in keeping vulnerable children in School. BEAM provides
for payment of a basic education package that includes levies, school and
examination
It covers all schools both primary and secondary as well as special
Peer reviewfees.
2 comment:
schools for children with disabilities. BEAM is managed by the Ministry of Labour and
Social
Services
(MLSS)
collaboration
--Please
select from
the in
options
below--with the MoPSE. The School Improvement
Grant is another social protection programme implemented by the MoPSE. The
School Improvement Grants (SIG) programme, has targeted over 6,000 poorly
resourced special needs schools to improve the quality of teaching and learning at the
school level and eliminate user fee costs for vulnerable students. The government of
Zimbabwe, through MoPSE, has embarked on infrastructure programme to address
the needs of the expected increase in completion at secondary level as a result of
Government comment:
improved learning in Junior schools. The Government of Zimbabwe is implementing
the
School
Feeding
as one of the strategies for increasing retention and
--Please
select
fromProgrammes
the options below-completion rates whilst also boosting learning outcomes for all children. MoPSE
introduced a policy of non-expulsion of learners with arrears to remove fees and levies
as prerequisites to access basic education as a way of reducing drop-outs rates.
Lastly the government has provided space for the civil society and continue to
consider civil society as critical partners in complementing the government efforts in
trying to reduce the dropouts rates.
RESULTS Educational Fund comment:
The original response appears correct and holds as the final response.

Subtheme 1.4: Monitoring and Reporting
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Question 1.4.1: Are there minimum educational standards applicable
to all schools, including private schools? S
Basis
"States Parties are obligated to establish 'minimum educational standards' to which all educational
institutions established in accordance with article 13"
— Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Right, General Comment 13, Paragraph 54
See also: Article 13 (3) & (4), International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights; Paras 2930, 48 & 54, CESCR General Comment 13; Article 29 (2), Convention on the Rights of the Child; Para. 44
CRC General Comment 5; Para. 34 CRC General Comment 16; Articles 2 (b) (c) & 5 (b), UNESCO
Convention against Discrimination in Education; Article 27 (3), ILO Indigenous and Tribal Peoples
Convention; Article 11 (7), African Charter on the Rights and Welfare of the Child; Article 14 (3), Charter
of Fundamental Rights of the European Union; Article 2, Protocol to the European Convention on Human
Rights; Article 17 (1) (a), European Social Charter (revised); Para. 11, Recommendation on ensuring
quality education; Article 13 (5), Additional Protocol to the American Convention on Human Rights in the
Area of Economic, Social and Cultural Rights 'Protocol of San Salvador'
Guidance
Explanation: This question seeks to answer a country has established minimal educational standards
which are applied equally to all schools, both public and private. Minimum educational standards may
relate to issues such as admission, curricula, and the recognition of certificates.
Necessary Definitions: “Education standards” are defined as the formally approved standards that outline
the basic content, structural, and performance requirements of schools.
Examples: In Singapore, there standards defining a school are basically absent. From the application for
a private school we can see that issues of infrastructure, training, and activities are absent from the
definition of a school: “A ‘school’ is defined in the statute relating to education and registration of schools
as an organisation for the provision of education for 10 or more persons; or a place where 10 or more
persons are being or are habitually taught, whether in one or more classes.”
(http://www.moe.gov.sg/education/private-education/files/school-registration-notes.doc)
Appropriate Supporting Documentation: Acceptable supporting documents may include national
education acts, national education policies, education sector plans, or government circulars.
Potential Data Sources: Ministry of education, official public records, UNESCO Database on the Right to
Education, Right to Education Initiative – Where to Find Information, Constitute Project, Planipolis,
UNESCO International Bureau on Education
Additional Guidance for Responses: A “yes” response indicates that minimum educational standards are
present at the national level and apply to all schools. A “yes” response does not suggest that standards
are comprehensive or implemented in all schools.
Question 1.4.1 is calculated as:
a. Yes = 1
b. No = 0

Question 1.4.1
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Are there minimum educational standards applicable to all schools,
including private schools?
a. Yes.
b. No.

SELECT
a
b

Supporting document/citation:
1. The Constitution of Zimbabwe Amendment (No. 20) Act, 2013 Section 75 (2) and
(3) accessed at https://www.constituteproject.org/constitution/Zimbabwe_2013.pdf
2. Section 12 and15 of the Zimbabwe Education Act Chapter 25:05 page 5 and 6
respectively accessed on
http://mopse.co.zw/sites/default/files/public/downloads/EDUCATION%
20AMENDMENT%20ACT%2C%202019%20%5B%20Act%2015-2019%5D.pdf
Researcher comment:

The Constitution of Zimbabwe Amendment (No. 20) Act, 2013 Section 75 subsection
3 states that a law may provide for the registration of educational institutions referred
to in subsection (2) and for the closing of any such institutions that do not meet
reasonable standards prescribed for registration. . Section 12 and 15 of the Education
Act also stipulates how both government and non-government schools are supposed
to be run. Zimbabwe has minimum educational standards which are universally
applicable
to government
Peer review
1 comment:and private, primary and secondary schools. Minimum
standards for Primary School education include the availability of ECD and grades
to seven
classes and
grade seven is examinable. Secondary Schools have Form
Ione
agree
with additional
information.
one and two (also known as Junior Secondary), Form three and four(Ordinary level)
The Education Act (section 3) does stipulate that the act applies to both government
and Form five and six (Advanced Level).The Zimbabwe School Examinations Council
and non-government schools. Combined with the explicit recognition of equally
is responsible for the control of national Primary and Secondary examinations whether
applied standards for teachers in section 59, it is clear that there is at least a minimum
for private or government education institutions
set of standards that apply to both government and non-government schools.
However, it should be noted that it is unclear whether the standards under section 15
Peer
review 2 comment:
on
non-government
school are also meant to apply to government schools.
--Please select from the options below--

Government comment:
--Please select from the options below--
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RESULTS Educational Fund comment:

The original response appears correct and holds as the final response.

Question 1.4.2: Is there a State body responsible for monitoring
minimum educational standards? S
Basis
"States Parties are obligated to establish 'minimum educational standards' to which all educational
institutions established in accordance with article 13 and are required to conform. They must also
maintain a transparent and effective system to monitor such standards"
— Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, General Comment 13, Paragraph 54
See also: Article 13 (3) & (4), International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights; Paras 2930, 48 & 54, CESCR General Comment 13; Article 29 (2), Convention on the Rights of the Child; Para. 44
CRC General Comment 5; Para. 34 CRC General Comment 16; Articles 2 (b) (c) & 5 (b), UNESCO
Convention against Discrimination in Education; Article 27 (3), ILO Indigenous and Tribal Peoples
Convention; Article 11 (7), African Charter on the Rights and Welfare of the Child; Article 14 (3), Charter
of Fundamental Rights of the European Union; Article 2, Protocol to the European Convention on Human
Rights; Article 17 (1) (a), European Social Charter (revised); Para. 11, Recommendation on ensuring
quality education; Article 13 (5), Additional Protocol to the American Convention on Human Rights in the
Area of Economic, Social and Cultural Rights 'Protocol of San Salvador'
Guidance
Explanation: This question seeks to answer whether a country has established a system that clearly and
transparently monitors whether schools conform to the minimum education standards. In decentralized
systems, there may be multiple governing bodies monitoring education and schools.
Necessary Definitions: “State body” refers to a government board, committee, or commission or an
appointed board, committee, or commission that exercises the authority of the government.
“Monitoring” is defined as the tracking and verifying of pre-selected, well-defined inputs, outputs and
results on a systematic basis.
Examples: “A National Inspection Board (NIB) will be established, independent of the Ministry of
Education, to set, enforce and monitor a wide range of academic, infrastructure and education standards
for public and private schools, with routine inspection of schools” (Ghana ESP 2010-2010, Vol. 1, p. 15)
Appropriate Supporting Documentation: Acceptable supporting documents may include national
education acts, education sector plans, the national constitution, or government reports.
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Potential Data Sources: Ministry of education, official public records, UNESCO Database on the Right to
Education, Right to Education Initiative – Where to Find Information, Constitute Project, Planipolis,
UNESCO International Bureau on Education
Additional Guidance for Responses: A “yes” response indicates that there a state body (as defined
above) has been designated as the party responsible for monitoring minimum educational standards. A
“yes” response does not suggest that monitoring is completed in practice or that it is comprehensive or
effective.
Question 1.4.2 is calculated as:
a. Yes = 1
b. No = 0

Question 1.4.2
Is there a State body responsible for monitoring minimum educational
standards?
a. Yes

Response

SELECT
a
b

b. No

Supporting document/citation:
http://www.ibe.unesco.org/fileadmin/user_upload/archive/Countries/WDE/2006/SUB-S
AHARAN_AFRICA/Zimbabwe/Zimbabwe.pdf Page 10

Researcher comment:
The Standards Control Unit is responsible for setting and maintaining standards in
classroom practice and school administration in Zimbabwe. The Unit makes decisions
over curriculum implementation, syllabus interpretation, assessment , in-service
courses and curriculum evaluation

Peer review 1 comment:

I agree without any comment or additional supporting documents.

Peer review 2 comment:
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--Please select from the options below--

Government comment:

--Please select from the options below--

RESULTS Educational Fund comment:

The original response appears correct and holds as the final response.

Question 1.4.3: How often is data on primary school net enrollment
collected nationally? P
Basis
"Regular data collection systems should be established and/or maintained within health care and social
services, education, judicial and law enforcement sectors on protection related issues."
— Committee on the Rights of the Child, General Comment 18, Para. 7(1)(38)(a)
Guidance
Explanation: This question seeks to answer if a system is in place that regularly collects, at a national
level, information on the education system, including student demographics. Primary net enrolment
serves as a proxy to determine whether relevant data is collected.
Examples: From the Digest of Education Statistics we can see that primary school net enrollment rate is
collected annually.
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1977 ...........
52.5 (0.21) 32.0
1978 ...........
51.2 (0.21) 34.2
1979 ...........
50.3 (0.21) 35.1

(0.94) 95.8 (0.38) 99.4 (0.07)
(0.95) 95.3 (0.42) 99.1 (0.09)
(0.95) 95.8 (0.40) 99.2 (0.08)

1980
1981
1982
1983
1984

...........
49.7
...........
48.9
...........
48.6
...........
48.4
...........
47.9

(0.95)
(0.93)
(0.97)
(0.96)
(0.94)

1985
1986
1987
1988
Year
1989
1
1940
1990
1945
1991
1947
1992
1948
1993
1949
1994

...........
48.3 (0.22)
...........
48.2 (0.22)
Total,
................
48.63(0.22)
to 34
................
48.7
(0.24)
years
old
................
49.0 (0.23)
2

(0.21)
(0.21)
(0.22)
(0.22)
(0.22)

36.7
36.0
36.4
37.5
36.3

95.7
94.0
95.0
95.4
94.5

(0.40)
(0.46)
(0.45)
(0.43)
(0.46)

99.3
99.2
99.2
99.2
99.2

(0.08)
(0.08)
(0.09)
(0.09)
(0.09)

96.1 (0.38)
95.3 (0.41)
95.15(0.42)
and 6
96.0
(0.41)
years
old
95.2 (0.43)
4

99.2 (0.09)
99.2 (0.09)
99.57(0.07)
to 13
99.7
(0.06)
years
old
99.3 (0.08)
5

...........--(†)
..................
50.2 (0.23)
.......... --(†)
................
50.7 (0.23)
................
--(†)
.................
51.4 (0.23)
...........--(†)
................
51.8 (0.23)
................
--(†)
................
53.3 (0.23)

38.9
(0.95)
38.9
(0.95)
38.3
3(0.95)
and 4
38.2 years
(1.02)
old
39.1
(0.97)
3
--(†)
44.4
(0.99)
--(†)
40.5
(0.96)
--(†)
39.7
(0.95)
--(†)
40.4
(0.93)
--(†)
47.3 \1\ (0.94)

--96.5
--95.4
73.8
95.5
74.7
95.4
76.2
96.7

(†)
(0.37)
(†)
(0.41)
(---)
(0.41)
(---)
(0.41)
(---)
(0.34)

95.0
99.6
98.1
99.6
98.5
99.4
98.1
99.5
98.6
99.4

(---)
(0.06)
(---)
(0.06)
(---)
(0.08)
(---)
(0.07)
(---)
(0.08)

1950
1995
1951
1996
1952
1997
1953
1998
1954
1999

................
--(†)
...........
53.7 (0.21)
............
--(†)
...........
54.1 (0.22)
............
--(†)
...........
55.6 (0.22)
............
--(†)
...........
55.8 (0.22)
............
--(†)
...........
56.0 (0.22)

--(†)
48.7 \1\ (0.87)
--(†)
48.3 \1\ (0.91)
--(†)
52.6 \1\ (0.92)
--(†)
52.1 \1\ (0.92)
--(†)
54.2 \1\ (0.93)

74.4
96.0
73.6
94.0
75.2
96.5
78.6
95.6
77.3
96.0

(---)
(0.34)
(---)
(0.43)
(---)
(0.33)
(---)
(0.37)
(---)
(0.36)

98.7
98.9
99.1
97.7
98.8
99.1
99.4
98.9
99.4
98.7

(---)
(0.09)
(---)
(0.14)
(---)
(0.09)
(---)
(0.10)
(---)
(0.10)

1955
2000
1956
2001
1957
2002
1958
2003
1959
2004

............
--...........
55.9
.......... --...........
56.4
.......... --...........
56.2
............
--...........
56.2
.......... --...........
56.2

(†)
(0.22)
(†)
(0.20)
(†)
(0.20)
(†)
(0.20)
(†)
(0.20)

--(†)
52.1 \1\ (0.93)
--(†)
52.4 \1\ (0.88)
--(†)
56.3 \1\ (0.89)
--(†)
55.1 \1\ (0.85)
--(†)
54.0 \1\ (0.85)

78.1
95.6
77.6
95.3
78.6
95.5
80.4
94.5
80.0
95.4

(---)
(0.38)
(---)
(0.37)
(---)
(0.37)
(---)
(0.40)
(---)
(0.37)

99.2
98.2
99.3
98.3
99.5
98.3
99.5
98.3
99.4
98.4

(---)
(0.12)
(---)
(0.11)
(---)
(0.11)
(---)
(0.11)
(---)
(0.11)

1960
2005
1961
2006
1962
2007
1963
2008
1964
2009

.......... --...........
56.5
...........--...........
56.0
.......... --...........
56.1
............
--...........
56.2
............
--...........
56.5

(†)
(0.20)
(†)
(0.20)
(†)
(0.20)
(†)
(0.20)
(†)
(0.20)

--(†)
53.6 \1\ (0.86)
--(†)
55.7 \1\ (0.86)
--(†)
54.5 \1\ (0.86)
--(†)
52.8 \1\ (0.85)
9.5
(---)
52.4 \1\ (0.85)

80.7
95.4
81.7
94.6
82.2
94.7
82.7
93.8
83.3
94.1

(---)
(0.37)
(---)
(0.39)
(---)
(0.39)
(---)
(0.42)
(---)
(0.40)

99.5
98.6
99.3
98.3
99.3
98.4
99.3
98.7
99.0
98.2

(---)
(0.10)
(---)
(0.11)
(---)
(0.11)
(---)
(0.10)
(---)
(0.12)

1965 ...........
55.5
2010\2\ .........
56.6
1966 ...........
56.1
2011\2\ .........
56.8
1967 ...........
56.6
2012\2\ .........
56.6
1968 ...........
56.7
2013\2\ .........
55.8
1969 ...........
57.0

(---)
(0.17)
(---)
(0.19)
(---)
(0.22)
(---)
(0.18)
(---)

10.6
(---)
53.2 \1\ (0.89)
12.5
(---)
52.4 \1\ (0.90)
14.2
(---)
53.5 \1\ (1.11)
15.7
(---)
54.9 \1\ (1.00)
16.1
(---)

84.9
94.5
85.8
95.1
87.4
93.2
87.6
93.8
88.4

(---)
(0.46)
(---)
(0.43)
(---)
(0.49)
(---)
(0.45)
(---)

99.4
98.0
99.3
98.3
99.3
98.0
99.1
98.1
99.2

(---)
(0.16)
(---)
(0.14)
(---)
(0.17)
(---)
(0.16)
(---)

1970 ...........
56.4 (0.22) 20.5
(0.74) 89.5 (0.54) 99.2 (0.07)
Appropriate
Supporting
supporting
documents
may include government
1971 ...........
56.2Documentation:
(0.22) 21.2 Acceptable
(0.76) 91.6
(0.50)
99.1 (0.08)
1972
................
54.9
(0.22)
24.4
(0.81)
91.9 (0.51) 99.2
(0.08)
databases, government reports or publications,
or non-governmental
research
reports.
1973 ...........
53.5 (0.22) 24.2
1974 ...........
53.6 (0.22) 28.8

(0.80) 92.5 (0.50) 99.2 (0.08)
(0.85) 94.2 (0.44) 99.3 (0.07)

1979 ...........
50.3 (0.21) 35.1

(0.95) 95.8 (0.40) 99.2 (0.08)

Potential
Data Sources:
Ministry of education,
official public records, national statistical office, UNESCO
1975 ................
53.7 (0.22) 31.5
(0.89) 94.7 (0.42) 99.3 (0.08)
Database
on the Right
to (0.21)
Education,
Right to
Education
Where
to Find Information, Constitute
1976 ...........
53.1
31.3
(0.91)
95.5Initiative
(0.38)–99.2
(0.08)
1977 ...........
52.5 (0.21) 32.0
(0.94) 95.8 (0.38) 99.4 (0.07)
Project,
Planipolis,
UNESCO
International
Bureau
on
Education
1978 ...........
51.2 (0.21) 34.2
(0.95) 95.3 (0.42) 99.1 (0.09)
Additional
Guidance49.7
for Responses:
Supporting
documentation should be in the form of a database of
1980 ...........
(0.21) 36.7
(0.95) 95.7 (0.40) 99.3 (0.08)
1981 ...........
48.9that
(0.21)
36.0
(0.93)
94.0 collected
(0.46) 99.2
(0.08)
spreadsheet
illustrating
data on
education
has been
and the
frequency of collection. Ideally
1982 ...........
48.6 (0.22) 36.4
(0.97) 95.0 (0.45) 99.2 (0.09)
the
documentation
should
cover at37.5
least a 10-year
to adequately
address the question.
1983
...........
48.4 (0.22)
(0.96) period
95.4 (0.43)
99.2 (0.09)
1984 ...........
47.9 (0.22) 36.3

(0.94) 94.5 (0.46) 99.2 (0.09)

Question
1.4.3 is calculated
as: 38.9
1985 ...........
48.3 (0.22)
(0.95) 96.1
1986a............
48.2
(0.22) 38.9
(0.95) 95.3
Annually
=
1
1987 ................
48.6 (0.22) 38.3
(0.95) 95.1
Every other
year(0.24)
= .75 38.2
1988b.................
48.7
(1.02) 96.0
1989 ................
49.0 (0.23) 39.1
c. Once every 3 or more years = .5 (0.97) 95.2
There is no
regular
collection
= .2596.5
1990d...................
50.2
(0.23)
44.4 pattern
(0.99)
1991 ................
50.7 (0.23) 40.5
(0.96) 95.4
e.
Data
is
not
collected
=
0
1992 .................
51.4 (0.23) 39.7
(0.95) 95.5

(0.38)
(0.41)
(0.42)
(0.41)
(0.43)

99.2
99.2
99.5
99.7
99.3

(0.09)
(0.09)
(0.07)
(0.06)
(0.08)

(0.37)
(0.41)
(0.41)
1993 ................
51.8 (0.23) 40.4
(0.93) 95.4 (0.41)
1994 ................
53.3 (0.23) 47.3 \1\ (0.94) 96.7 (0.34)

99.6
99.6
99.4
99.5
99.4

(0.06)
(0.06)
(0.08)
(0.07)
(0.08)

Question
1.4.3
...........
53.7

1995
1996
1997
1998
1999

...........
54.1
...........
55.6
...........
55.8
...........
56.0

(0.21)
(0.22)
(0.22)
(0.22)
(0.22)

48.7 \1\ (0.87)
48.3 \1\ (0.91)
52.6 \1\ (0.92)
52.1 \1\ (0.92)
54.2 \1\ (0.93)

96.0
94.0
96.5
95.6
96.0

(0.34)
(0.43)
(0.33)
(0.37)
(0.36)

98.9
97.7
99.1
98.9
98.7

(0.09)
(0.14)
(0.09)
(0.10)
(0.10)

2000
2001
2002
2003
2004

...........
55.9
...........
56.4
...........
56.2
...........
56.2
...........
56.2

(0.22)
(0.20)
(0.20)
(0.20)
(0.20)

52.1 \1\ (0.93)
52.4 \1\ (0.88)
56.3 \1\ (0.89)
55.1 \1\ (0.85)
54.0 \1\ (0.85)

95.6
95.3
95.5
94.5
95.4

(0.38)
(0.37)
(0.37)
(0.40)
(0.37)

98.2
98.3
98.3
98.3
98.4

(0.12)
(0.11)
(0.11)
(0.11)
(0.11)

2005
2006
2007
2008
2009

...........
56.5
...........
56.0
...........
56.1
...........
56.2
...........
56.5

(0.20)
(0.20)
(0.20)
(0.20)

53.6 \1\ (0.86)
55.7 \1\ (0.86)
54.5 \1\ (0.86)
52.8 \1\ (0.85)
52.4 \1\ (0.85)

95.4
94.6
94.7
93.8
94.1

(0.37)
(0.39)
(0.39)
(0.42)
(0.40)

98.6
98.3
98.4
98.7
98.2

(0.10)
(0.11)
(0.11)
(0.10)
(0.12)

94.5 (0.46) 98.0
.........
56.8 (0.19) 52.4 \1\ (0.90) 95.1 (0.43) 98.3
.........
56.6 (0.22) 53.5 \1\ (1.11) 93.2 (0.49) 98.0
.........
55.8 (0.18) 54.9 \1\ (1.00) 93.8 (0.45) 98.1

(0.16)
(0.14)
(0.17)
(0.16)

Response

How often is data on primary school net enrollment rate collected
nationally?
a. Annually

b. Every other year
(0.20)
c.

Once every 3 or more years

d. .........
There is56.6
no regular
collection pattern
(0.17) 53.2 \1\ (0.89)

2010\2\
2011\2\
2012\2\
2013\2\
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e. Data is not collected

Supporting document/citation:

1. Ministry of Primary and Secondary Education 2020 National Statistical Profile page
5 Table 2.1
2. Ministry of Primary and Secondary Education 2020 National Statistical Profile page
6 Table 2.2

Researcher comment:
According to MoPSE 2020 National Statistical Profile 1 413 974 children enrolled for
ECD in 2020 and 2 958 502 enrolled for primary (grade 1-7) education. Table 2.1
page 5 and table 2.2 page 6 shows the enrollment patterns disaggregated by sex and
province for all the ten provinces in Zimbabwe

Peer review 1 comment:

I agree with additional information.

Annual, publicly available net enrollment rate for primary school for the past five years
is available on the 2020 Statistical Report Table 5.12

Peer review 2 comment:
--Please select from the options below--

Government comment:
--Please select from the options below--
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RESULTS Educational Fund comment:

The original response appears correct and holds as the final response.

Question 1.4.4: Is the data on primary school net enrollment rate
publicly available? S
Basis
"Regular data collection systems should be established and/or maintained within health care and social
services, education, judicial and law enforcement sectors on protection related issues."
— Committee on the Rights of the Child, General Comment 18, Para. 7(1)(38)(a)
Guidance
Explanation: This question seeks to answer if a system is in place that regularly collects, at a national
level, information on the education system, including student demographics, with the data made available
to the public.
Necessary Definitions: “Publicly available” includes the direct distribution of information to the public, for
example, by making it available on a website in a usable format, and/or indirect distribution to the public
through the media or posting on a website.
Examples: From the Digest of Education Statistics we can see that primary school net enrollment rate is
made publicly every year.
Appropriate Supporting Documentation: Acceptable supporting documents may include government
databases, government reports or publications, or non-governmental research reports.
Potential Data Sources: Ministry of education, official public records, national statistical office, UNESCO
Database on the Right to Education, Right to Education Initiative – Where to Find Information, Planipolis,
UNESCO International Bureau on Education
Additional Guidance for Responses: Supporting documentation should be in the form of a database of
spreadsheet illustrating that data on education has been collected and the frequency of collection. Ideally
the documentation should cover at least a 10-year period to adequately address the question.
Question 1.4.4 is calculated as:
a. Yes = 1
b. No = 0

Question 1.4.4

Response

Is the data on primary school net enrollment rate publicly available?

RTEI 2021 Questionnaire: Governance
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a. Yes
b. No

SELECT
a
b

Supporting document/citation:
1. Ministry of Primary and Secondary Education 2020 National Statistical Profile page
5 Table 2.1
2. Ministry of Primary and Secondary Education 2020 National Statistical Profile page
6 Table 2.2

Researcher comment:

According to MoPSE 2020 National Statistical Profile 1 413 974 children enrolled for
ECD in 2020 and 2 958 502 enrolled for primary (grade 1-7) education. Table 2.1
page 5 and table 2.2 page 6 shows the enrollment patterns disaggregated by sex and
province for all the ten provinces in Zimbabwe

Peer review 1 comment:
I agree with additional information.
Annual, publicly available net enrollment rate for primary school for the past five years
is available on the 2020 Statistical Report Table 5.12

Peer review 2 comment:

--Please select from the options below--

Government comment:
--Please select from the options below--
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RESULTS Educational Fund comment:

The original response appears correct and holds as the final response.

Subtheme 1.5: Financing
Question 1.5.1: What is the percent of the national budget allocated to
education?
Basis
"Each State Party to the present Covenant undertakes to take steps, individually and through
international assistance and cooperation, especially economic and technical, to the maximum of its
available resources, with a view to achieving progressively the full realization of the rights recognized in
the present Covenant by all appropriate means, including particularly the adoption of legislative
measures.”
— International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, Article 2 (1)
See also: Articles 13 (2) & 14, International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights; Article 28
(1), Convention on the Rights of the Child; CRC General Comment 19; Article 24 (2), Convention on the
Rights of Persons with Disabilities; Article 7 (2) (c), ILO Worst Forms of Child Labour Convention; Article
17 (2), European Social Charter (revised); Article 13 (3), Additional Protocol to the American Convention
on Human Rights in the Area of Economic, Social and Cultural Rights 'Protocol of San Salvador'; Article
11 (3), African Charter on the Rights and Welfare of the Child; Article 13 (4), African Youth Charter; Article
41 (2), Arab Charter on Human Rights; Article 4, UNESCO Convention against Discrimination in
Education
Guidance
Explanation: This indicator reflects the relative priority given to education among competing budgetary
needs. This ratio can help understand whether insufficient education resources are a product of overall
lack of resources or insufficient allocation of available resources to education. 20% of national budgets
should be allocated to education according to international benchmarks.
Necessary Definitions: “National Budget” includes the amount of money the government allocates to
education institutions, administration, and subsidies at all levels of education.
Examples: 14.4% in Argentina, 2014 (World Bank Databank)
Appropriate Supporting Documentation: Acceptable supporting documents may include the national
budget, statement of accounts, financial statements, audit reports, data from a reputable regional or multinational organization such as the UN or the World Bank, government reports, or non-governmental
research reports.
Potential Data Sources: Ministry of finance, official public records, national statistical office, ministry of
education, WorldBank EdStats–Education expenditures, Unesco Institute for Statistics–Education
finance, OECD–Public spending on education
RTEI 2021 Questionnaire: Governance
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Calculations: Question 1.5.1 is calculated out of 20%, the international-agreed upon benchmark for this
indicator (GPE, 2015).

Question 1.5.1
What is the percent of the national budget allocated to
education?

Response

16.5

Supporting document/citation:
1. The Chronicles (27 October 2021): Accessed at
https://www.chronicle.co.zw/421-6bn-inclusive-2021-budget-unveiled/

Year:

2021

Researcher comment:
According to the chronicle, Zimbabwe 2021 national budget had ZWL$421.6 billion.
2021 National Budget statement states that Primary and Secondary Education was
allocated ZWL$55.2 billion and Higher and Tertiary was given ZWL$14.4 billion.

Peer review 1 comment:
I agree with additional information.

See also 2021 Approved Budget Estimates:
http://www.zimtreasury.gov.zw/index.php?
option=com_phocadownload&view=category&id=65&Itemid=790

Peer review 2 comment:

--Please select from the options below--
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Government comment:
--Please select from the options below--

RESULTS Educational Fund comment:
The original response appears correct and holds as the final response.

Question 1.5.2: What is the percentage of total national education
budget allocated to each level of education?
Basis
"Each State Party to the present Covenant undertakes to take steps, individually and through
international assistance and cooperation, especially economic and technical, to the maximum of its
available resources, with a view to achieving progressively the full realization of the rights recognized in
the present Covenant by all appropriate means, including particularly the adoption of legislative
measures.”
— International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, Article 2 (1)
See also: Articles 13 (2) & 14, International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights; Article 28
(1), Convention on the Rights of the Child; Article 24 (2), Convention on the Rights of Persons with
Disabilities; Article 7 (2) (c), ILO Worst Forms of Child Labour Convention; Article 17 (2), European Social
Charter (revised); Article 13 (3), Additional Protocol to the American Convention on Human Rights in the
Area of Economic, Social and Cultural Rights 'Protocol of San Salvador'; Article 11 (3), African Charter on
the Rights and Welfare of the Child; Article 13 (4), African Youth Charter; Article 41 (2), Arab Charter on
Human Rights; Article 4, UNESCO Convention against Discrimination in Education
Guidance
Explanation: This question seeks to answer how a country is using their available resources by breaking
down the budget allocated to education by level of education. This indicator can identify the level of
education a country focuses their resources on.
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Necessary Definitions: “Total National Education Budget” includes the amount of money the government
allocates to education institutions, administration, and subsidies at all levels of education.
“Tertiary” education includes higher education, university, and college, but does not include technical and
vocational programs and degrees.
Examples: “About 37% of the program costs are for primary level, 11.2% for secondary education, 8.8%
for adult education and some 21.7% dedicated to higher education. The relatively limited spending on
Technical and Vocational Education and Training (TVET) (8.0%) is, to a large extent, due to the important
share of students expected to enroll in non-government schools.” (Ethiopia ESDP IV, p. 7)
Appropriate Supporting Documentation: Acceptable supporting documents may include the national
budget, statement of accounts, financial statements, audit reports, data from a reputable regional or multinational organization such as the UN or the World Bank, government reports, or non-governmental
research reports.
Potential Data Sources: Ministry of finance, official public records, national statistical office, ministry of
education, WorldBank EdStats–Education expenditures, Unesco Institute for Statistics–Education
finance, OECD–Public spending on education
Calculations: Question 1.5.2 is calculated by dividing the response for each level of education by the
relevant international benchmarks.
For Vocational and Technical Training and Tertiary education, responses that exceed 1 after calculation
are subtracted from 1 to reflect risks in overspending.
Benchmarks:
1.5.2 has the following benchmarks identified in international recommendations:
• 1.5.2a No benchmark. This information is collected for research purposes only and is non-scoring
• 1.5.2b Primary has an international benchmark set at 50 percent (GCE, n.d.)
• 1.5.2c Secondary is set at a maximum of 30 percent (GPE, 2014)
• 1.5.2d Technical and Vocational Education and Training has an international benchmark set at
6% by finding the median of all internationally available data since 2000.
• 1.5.2e Tertiary has an international benchmark set at 19% by finding the median of all
internationally available data since 2014.

1.5.2

Response

What is the percentage of total national education budget allocated to
each level of education?
a. Pre-primary

a.

b. Primary

b. 34.5

c.

c.

22.5

d. Technical and Vocational Education and Training

d.

No data

e. Tertiary

e. 20.6

Secondary

11.5

Supporting document/citation:
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1. 2021 National Budget Statement Page 153-154: Accessed at
http://www.zimtreasury.gov.zw/index.php?
option=com_phocadownload&view=category&id=65&Itemid=790
2. 2021 National Budget Statement Page 155: Accessed at
http://www.zimtreasury.gov.zw/index.php?
option=com_phocadownload&view=category&id=65&Itemid=790

Year:

2021

Researcher comment:

According to 2021 National Budget statement pre-primary education was allocated
ZWL$735 million, primary education was allocated ZWL$1.16 billion, secondary sector
was allocated ZWL$ 1.243 billion and tertiary education was allocated ZWL$14.4
billion. However the above stated figures for primary and secondary education are
exclusive of employment costs.

Peer review 1 comment:
I disagree with comment and/or additional supporting documents.
Some of the original respondent figures pertain only to capital expenditures. See 2021
Approved Budget Estimates instead: http://www.zimtreasury.gov.zw/index.php?
option=com_phocadownload&view=category&download=375:2021-approved-budget-e
stimates&id=65:2021-budget&Itemid=790
Pre-primary = 8,050,261,000 (p. 240) (11.5%)
Peer review
2 comment: (p. 240) (34.5%)
Primary
= 24,004,144,000
Secondary = 15,693,043,000 (p. 240) (22.5%)
--Please
from the options
below-Tertiary =select
14,368,000,000
(p. 264)
(20.6%)
Pre-primary = 735,000,000 (p. 155)
Primary = 1,016,000,000 (p. 155)
Secondary = 1,243,000,000 (p. 155)
Tertiary = 4,315,000,000 (p. 154)

Government comment:
--Please select from the options below--
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RESULTS Educational Fund comment:

The original response has been rectified based on review and/or additional information.
a. Changed from 1.33% to 11.5
b. 1.84% to 34.5
c. 2.25% to 22.5
d. No response to 'no data'.
e. 20.6% to 20.6

Question 1.5.3: What is the percentage of the total national education
budget allocated to the following components?
Basis
"Material conditions of teaching staff shall be continuously improved"
— International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, Article 13 (2) (e)
"Every child has the right to receive an education of good quality which in turn requires a focus on the
quality of the learning environment, of teaching a nd learning processes and materials, and of learning
outputs."
— Committee on the Rights of the Child, General Comment 1, Paragraph 22
"The development of a system of schools at all levels shall be actively pursued"
— International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, Article 13 (2) (e)
See also: CESCR General Comment 13
Guidance
Explanation: This question seeks to answer what percentage of the overall education budget was
allocated to specific components of the education system.
Necessary Definitions: “Total National Education Budget” includes the amount of money the government
allocates to education institutions, administration, and subsidies at all levels of education.
“Teaching and Learning Materials” include all materials designed to be used for teaching and learning.
This includes technology, organizational equipment, school supplies, curriculum and curriculum support,
and teaching resources.
“Capital Development” includes the expansion and improvement of infrastructure. This may include
school building construction, enhancement, or rehabilitation.
Examples: 80.5% of education budget spend on teacher salaries in Mexico, 2011 (World Bank DataBank)
Appropriate Supporting Documentation: Acceptable supporting documents may include the national
budget, statement of accounts, financial statements, audit reports, data from a reputable regional or multi-
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national organization such as the UN or the World Bank, government reports, or non-governmental
research reports.
Potential Data Sources: Ministry of finance, official public records, national statistical office, ministry of
education, WorldBank EdStats–Education expenditures, Unesco Institute for Statistics–Education
finance, OECD–Public spending on education, Global Teacher Status Index
Calculations: Question 1.5.3 is calculated by dividing the response for each level of education by the
relevant international benchmarks.
Benchmarks
1.5.3a Teacher Salaries budget allocations are standardized to 80 percent (Bruns et al. 2011; UIS, 2014).
If the result is over 80%, the response is subtracted from 1, so a response of .95 would be 1-((.95/.8)-1)
=.8125.
Teaching and learning materials and capital development are both benchmarked at 33% (UIS, 2016). To
identify unique benchmarks, RTEI uses the international median from the World Bank.
1.5.3b 19% is the international median for Teaching and Learning Materials (including teacher training)
from the World Bank Databank. The RTEI benchmark is identified by taking the international median as a
proportion of 33%, and is 22%.
1.5.3c 9% is the international median for Capital Development (Infrastructure) from the World Bank
Databank. The RTEI benchmark is identified by taking the international median as a proportion of 33%,
and is 11%.

Question 1.5.3

Response

What is the percentage of total national education budget is allocated
to the following education components?
a. Teacher Salaries.

a.

59.8

b. Teaching and Learning Materials (including teacher training).

b.

9.4

c.

c.

15

Capital Development (Infrastructure).

Supporting document/citation:
2. 2021 National Budget Statement Page 155: Accessed at
http://www.zimtreasury.gov.zw/index.php?
option=com_phocadownload&view=category&id=65&Itemid=790

Year:

2021

Researcher comment:

RTEI 2021 Questionnaire: Governance

38

According to 2021 National Budget Statement ZWL$40.410 billion towards
employment costs, ZWL$1.5 billion was allocated to teaching and learning material
including teacher training, and $5.4096 billion for capital projects.

Peer review 1 comment:
I disagree with comment and/or additional supporting documents.

See 2021 Approved Budget Estimates instead:
http://www.zimtreasury.gov.zw/index.php?
option=com_phocadownload&view=category&download=375:2021-approved-budgetestimates&id=65:2021-budget&Itemid=790
Salaries: Prim&Sec 40,410,000,000 (p.240) + Higher 1,240,000,000 (p.264)
Materials and Training: Prim&Sec 5,469,500,000 (p.240) + Higher 1,061,083,000
Peer review 2 comment:
(p.264)
Capital: Prim&Sec 5,431,000,000 (p.240) + Higher 5,008,000,000 (p.264)
--Please select from the options below--

Government comment:
--Please select from the options below--

RESULTS Educational Fund comment:

The original response has been rectified based on review and/or additional information.
a. changed from 73.1% to 59.8
b. 2.7% to 9.4
c. 9.8% to 15
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Question 1.5.4 What is the government expenditure on education as
reported as the percentage of GDP allocated to education?
Basis
"Each State Party to the present Covenant undertakes to take steps, individually and through
international assistance and cooperation, especially economic and technical, to the maximum of its
available resources, with a view to achieving progressively the full realization of the rights recognized in
the present Covenant by all appropriate means, including particularly the adoption of legislative
measures.”
— International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, Article 2 (1)
See also: Articles 13 (2) & 14, International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights; Article 28
(1), Convention on the Rights of the Child; Article 24 (2), Convention on the Rights of Persons with
Disabilities; Article 7 (2) (c), ILO Worst Forms of Child Labour Convention; Article 17 (2), European Social
Charter (revised); Article 13 (3), Additional Protocol to the American Convention on Human Rights in the
Area of Economic, Social and Cultural Rights 'Protocol of San Salvador'; Article 11 (3), African Charter on
the Rights and Welfare of the Child; Article 13 (4), African Youth Charter; Article 41 (2), Arab Charter on
Human Rights; Article 4, UNESCO Convention against Discrimination in Education
Guidance
Explanation: This question seeks to answer whether a country is using their available resources by
identifying what percentage of a country’s GDP was allocated to education in the most recent year. This
indicator suggests the importance a country placed on education. International averages range from 4 to
6%.
Necessary Definitions: “GDP” is the country’s Gross Domestic Product.
Examples: 4.93% in Columbia, 2013 (UNESCO Institute of Statistics)
Appropriate Supporting Documentation: Acceptable supporting documents may include the national
budget, statement of accounts, financial statements, audit reports, data from a reputable regional or multinational organization such as the UN or the World Bank, government reports, or non-governmental
research reports.
Potential Data Sources: M Ministry of finance, official public records, national statistical office, ministry of
education, WorldBank EdStats–Education expenditures, Unesco Institute for Statistics–Education
finance, OECD–Public spending on education
Calculations: Question 1.5.4 is calculated by dividing the response for each level of education by the
relevant international benchmarks.
Benchmarks: 1.5.4 is set at a maximum of 6 percent (High Level Group on Education for All, 2008). The
international median is 4%.

Question 1.5.4
What is the government expenditure on education as reported as the
percentage of GDP allocated to education?
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2.9

40

Supporting document/citation:

1. https://data.worldbank.org/indicator/SE.XPD.TOTL.GD.ZS?locations=ZW accessed
on 27 October 2021
2.https://kubatana.net/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/ECOZI-2021-BUDGET-ANALYSIS
.pdf

Year:

2021

Researcher comment:
The Incheon Declaration for Education (2015) to which Zimbabwe is a
signatory, mandates governments to spend at least 4-6% of their Gross
Domestic Product (GDP) towards basic education expenditure. The budget
projects a 2021 nominal GDP of ZWL$2.3trillion (about US$29.3 billion), 4% of
which would be ZWL$95.9 billion while 6% would be ZWL$ 143.9 billion. Ideally this
means that the 2021 education budget at ZWL$55,2billion is only about 2.3% of GDP.

Peer review 1 comment:

I disagree with comment and/or additional supporting documents.
Original response did not include higher education budget (14.4b). 2021 GDP = 2.399
trillion. Total education budget = 69.589 billion. 69.6/2399 = 2.9%

Peer review 2 comment:
--Please select from the options below--

Government comment:
--Please select from the options below--
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RESULTS Educational Fund comment:

The original response has been rectified based on review and/or additional information.
Response changed from 2.3 to 2.9.

Question 1.5.5: What percent of the national education budget comes
from foreign aid sources (bilateral and multilateral)?
Basis
"Each State Party to the present Covenant undertakes to take steps, individually and through
international assistance and cooperation, especially economic and technical, to the maximum of its
available resources, with a view to achieving progressively the full realization of the rights recognized in
the present Covenant by all appropriate means, including particularly the adoption of legislative
measures.”
— International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, Article 2 (1)
See also: Articles 13 (2) & 14, International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights; Article 28
(1), Convention on the Rights of the Child; Article 24 (2), Convention on the Rights of Persons with
Disabilities; Article 7 (2) (c), ILO Worst Forms of Child Labour Convention; Article 17 (2), European Social
Charter (revised); Article 13 (3), Additional Protocol to the American Convention on Human Rights in the
Area of Economic, Social and Cultural Rights 'Protocol of San Salvador'; Article 11 (3), African Charter on
the Rights and Welfare of the Child; Article 13 (4), African Youth Charter; Article 41 (2), Arab Charter on
Human Rights; Article 4, UNESCO Convention against Discrimination in Education
Guidance
Explanation: This question seeks to answer whether a country is using their available resources by
identifying the percentage of expenditure on education that came from foreign aid sources. This indicator
suggests whether a country is able to independently sustain their education system.
Necessary Definitions: "Foreign aid sources" include bilateral and multilateral agreements with other
countries, multi-national organizations, international non-governmental organizations, and international
finance institutions that include a provision for financial support.
Examples: $70 (USD Constant) Million in Albania from foreign funding sources for education, 2011:
(UNESCO EFA GMR Air Tables).
2011 Total Education Budget = 40,394,457,000 Albanian Lek (Approximately 395,000,000 USD using
2011 conversion rate)
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(70,000,000/395,000,000) * 100 = 17.7% of 2011 budget for education in Albania provided through
foreign sources.
Appropriate Supporting Documentation: Acceptable supporting documents may include the national
budget, statement of accounts, financial statements, audit reports, data from a reputable regional or multinational organization such as the UN or the World Bank, government reports, or non-governmental
research reports.
Potential Data Sources: Ministry of finance, official public records, national statistical office, ministry of
education, WorldBank EdStats–Education expenditures, Unesco Institute for Statistics–Education
finance, OECD–Public spending on education
Calculations: Question 1.5.5 is calculated by dividing the response by the relevant international
benchmarks.
Benchmark: The International Commission on Financing Global Education Opportunity (2016) calls for
15% of donor countries’ ODA to go to education. RTEI uses 15% as a metric for the national budget from
foreign aid sources that should be allocated to education as an international benchmark.

Question 1.5.5
What percentage of the national education budget comes from foreign
aid sources (bilateral and multilateral)?

Response

3.2

Supporting document/citation:
2021 National Budget Statement Page 157 Accessed at:
http://www.zimtreasury.gov.zw/index.php?
option=com_phocadownload&view=category&id=65&Itemid=790

Year:

2021

Researcher comment:

According to the 2021 National Budget Statement projected disbursements from
Development partners amount to US$27.7million

Peer review 1 comment:
I disagree with comment and/or additional supporting documents.
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US$27.7 million x ZXL$81 (exchange rate on p. 31 of National Budget Statement) =
ZXL$2,243.7 million. 2.2437 billion / 69.589 total education budget = 3.2%

Peer review 2 comment:

--Please select from the options below--

Government comment:
--Please select from the options below--

RESULTS Educational Fund comment:
The original response has been rectified based on review and/or additional information.

Response changed from 0.05% to 3.2

Question 1.5.6: What is the percentage of GNI PPP allocated to
foreign aid to education in the public sector? [donor countries]
Basis
"Each State Party to the present Covenant undertakes to take steps, individually and through
international assistance and cooperation, especially economic and technical, to the maximum of its
available resources, with a view to achieving progressively the full realization of the rights recognized in
the present Covenant by all appropriate means, including particularly the adoption of legislative
measures.”
— International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, Article 2 (1)
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See also: Articles 13 (2) & 14, International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights; Article 28
(1), Convention on the Rights of the Child; Article 24 (2), Convention on the Rights of Persons with
Disabilities; Article 7 (2) (c), ILO Worst Forms of Child Labour Convention; Article 17 (2), European Social
Charter (revised); Article 13 (3), Additional Protocol to the American Convention on Human Rights in the
Area of Economic, Social and Cultural Rights 'Protocol of San Salvador'; Article 11 (3), African Charter on
the Rights and Welfare of the Child; Article 13 (4), African Youth Charter; Article 41 (2), Arab Charter on
Human Rights; Article 4, UNESCO Convention against Discrimination in Education
Guidance
Explanation: This question seeks to answer whether a country is promoting and encouraging the right to
education internationally by allocating a percentage of their GNI to other countries as foreign aid.
Necessary Definitions: “Foreign Aid” refers to the financial, technical, and in-kind support provided from
one country to another.
Examples: For Netherlands (in 2011 Constant $): $429 Million in Total Aid to Education (from UNESCO
EFA GMR Aid Tables), $747,564,600,199.62 for GNI PPP (from World Bank DataBank).
Total Aid to Education/GNI PPP * 100 = 5.7% for Netherlands in 2011
Appropriate Supporting Documentation: Acceptable supporting documents may include the national
budget, statement of accounts, financial statements, audit reports, data from a reputable regional or multinational organization such as the UN or the World Bank, government reports, or non-governmental
research reports.
Potential Data Sources: Ministry of finance, official public records, national statistical office, ministry of
education, WorldBank EdStats–Education expenditures, Unesco Institute for Statistics–Education
finance, OECD–Public spending on education
Additional Guidance for Responses: If you are not a donor country, please respond NA in the response
box and indicate that you are not a donor country in the comment box.
Calculations: Question 1.5.6 is calculated by dividing the response by the relevant international
benchmarks.
Benchmark: The OECD sets the target of ODA at 0.7% of donors' national income. Of that 0.7%, 15% of
ODA should go to the education sector from international donors. The benchmark proposed in RTEI 2016
is thus: 15%*.7% = .105%.

Question 1.5.6
What is the percentage of GNI allocated to foreign aid to education in
the public sector? [donor countries]

Response

Not applicable

Supporting document/citation:
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Year:
Researcher comment:

Peer review 1 comment:
I agree without any comment or additional supporting documents.

Peer review 2 comment:

--Please select from the options below--

Government comment:
--Please select from the options below--

RESULTS Educational Fund comment:
The original response appears correct and holds as the final response.
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Question 1.5.7: What percentage of the approved budget for
education was actually executed? P
Basis
"Each State Party to the present Covenant undertakes to take steps, individually and through
international assistance and cooperation, especially economic and technical, to the maximum of its
available resources, with a view to achieving progressively the full realization of the rights recognized in
the present Covenant by all appropriate means, including particularly the adoption of legislative
measures.”
— International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, Article 2 (1)
See also: Articles 13 (2) & 14, International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights; Article 28
(1), Convention on the Rights of the Child; Article 24 (2), Convention on the Rights of Persons with
Disabilities; Article 7 (2) (c), ILO Worst Forms of Child Labour Convention; Article 17 (2), European Social
Charter (revised); Article 13 (3), Additional Protocol to the American Convention on Human Rights in the
Area of Economic, Social and Cultural Rights 'Protocol of San Salvador'; Article 11 (3), African Charter on
the Rights and Welfare of the Child; Article 13 (4), African Youth Charter; Article 41 (2), Arab Charter on
Human Rights; Article 4, UNESCO Convention against Discrimination in Education
Guidance
Explanation: This question seeks to answer whether the state actually spends the money it has allocated
towards education on education. The percentage measures the amount of the promise towards education
that was actually fulfilled. Specifically, it measures whether what percentage of the education budget was
actually executed.
Necessary Definitions: “Approved Budget” is defined as the approved financial amount allocated to
education by the appropriate executive and/or legislative governing body.
“Last Fiscal Year” to the most recent Fiscal year expenditure data.
“Executed” indicates the amount of money spent and documented as expenditure.
Examples: 76% percent of the Ministry of Education budget was executed in Iraq in 2011 (UN-Iraq Joint
Analysis Unit). Full Citation: UN-Iraq Joint Analysis Unit (2013). Iraqi Budget Execution. Available, here.
Appropriate Supporting Documentation: Acceptable supporting documents may include the national
budget, statement of accounts, financial statements, audit reports, data from a reputable regional or multinational organization such as the UN or the World Bank, government reports, or non-governmental
research reports.
Potential Data Sources: Ministry of finance, official public records, national statistical office, ministry of
education, WorldBank EdStats–Education expenditures, Unesco Institute for Statistics–Education
finance, OECD–Public spending on education
Calculations: Question 1.5.7 is calculated out of 100%.
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Question 1.5.7
What percentage of the approved budget for education was actually
executed?

Response

83.7

Supporting document/citation:
https://www.unicef.org/esa/media/6496/file/UNICEF-Zimbabwe-2020-Education-Budg
et-Brief.pdf

Year: 2020
Researcher comment:
In 2019, US$197 million was spent against an approved budget of US$179 million,
representing a 23% budget overrun. This is an indication of weak budget planning and
execution. As inflationary pressures mounted, and exchange rate depreciated,
government was forced to overrun the approved budget. The over-expenditure is
largely attributed to the budget overruns in employment costs and the operational
budget

Peer review 1 comment:
I disagree with comment and/or additional supporting documents.

See 2021 Approved Budget Estimates: http://www.zimtreasury.gov.zw/index.php?
option=com_phocadownload&view=category&download=375:2021-approved-budgetestimates&id=65:2021-budget&Itemid=790
P. 9: 2020 revised education budget (Prim&Sec+Higher) = 11.567. 2020 Expenditure
= 9.685. = 83.7%

Peer review 2 comment:

--Please select from the options below--
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Government comment:

--Please select from the options below--

RESULTS Educational Fund comment:

The original response has been rectified based on review and/or additional information.
Response has been changed from 110 to 83.7

Question 1.5.8: What is the current public expenditure per pupil as a
percentage of GNI per capita PPP? P
Basis
"Each State Party to the present Covenant undertakes to take steps, individually and through
international assistance and cooperation, especially economic and technical, to the maximum of its
available resources, with a view to achieving progressively the full realization of the rights recognized in
the present Covenant by all appropriate means, including particularly the adoption of legislative
measures.”
— International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, Article 2 (1)
See also: Articles 13 (2) & 14, International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights; Article 28
(1), Convention on the Rights of the Child; Article 24 (2), Convention on the Rights of Persons with
Disabilities; Article 7 (2) (c), ILO Worst Forms of Child Labour Convention; Article 17 (2), European Social
Charter (revised); Article 13 (3), Additional Protocol to the American Convention on Human Rights in the
Area of Economic, Social and Cultural Rights 'Protocol of San Salvador'; Article 11 (3), African Charter on
the Rights and Welfare of the Child; Article 13 (4), African Youth Charter; Article 41 (2), Arab Charter on
Human Rights; Article 4, UNESCO Convention against Discrimination in Education
Guidance
Explanation: This question seeks to answer whether a country is using their available resources by
providing a relative measure of how much each country spends on education per student. Comparing per
pupil spending to national income provides for a better comparison by incorporating a measure of overall
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population. Data on per pupil spending and average national income should be provided for the most
recent year.
Necessary Definitions: “Current” in this instance speaks to the most recent Fiscal expenditure data.
“Public Expenditure per Pupil” includes the amount the government spends on education institutions,
administration, and subsidies for private entities per school age individual.
“Average income” is the country’s national average income level specifically of citizens, rather than GDP
per capita which includes incomes from international companies and organizations.
Examples: 13.8% in Argentina, 2012 (UNESCO Institute of Statistics)
Appropriate Supporting Documentation: Acceptable supporting documents may include the national
budget, statement of accounts, financial statements, audit reports, data from a reputable regional or multinational organization such as the UN or the World Bank, government reports, or non-governmental
research reports.
Potential Data Sources: Ministry of finance, official public records, national statistical office, ministry of
education, WorldBank EdStats–Education expenditures, Unesco Institute for Statistics–Education
finance, OECD–Public spending on education
Calculations: Question 1.5.8 could not be measured on a 0 to 100 scale but is measured against
international benchmarks identified as the median of per pupil expenditure (World Bank, 2016h; World
Bank, 2016i) as a percentage of the median national average income (ILO, 2016).
Benchmarks: For primary education, the median expenditure per pupil as a percent of national average
income from 2000-2016 is 15.4%.
For secondary education, the median expenditure per pupil as a percent of national average income from
2000-2016 is 20%.

Question 1.5.8

Response

What is the current public expenditure per pupil in constant USD?
a. Primary
b. Secondary

a.

103.27

b. 170.37

What is the current public expenditure per pupil as a percentage of GNI
per capita PPP?
Primary

c.

5.6

d. Secondary

d.

9.2

c.

Supporting document/citation:
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1. https://data.worldbank.org/indicator/SE.XPD.SECO.PC.ZS?locations=ZW
2. UNSECO Institute of Statistics. Accessed at https://uis.unseco.org

Year:

2021

Researcher comment:

Peer review 1 comment:

I disagree with comment and/or additional supporting documents.
See Zimbabwe EMIS report 2020:
http://mopse.co.zw/sites/default/files/public/downloads/EMIS%202020.pdf
2020 primary enrollment = 2,869,735 (p.40). 2021 Primary budget = ZWL
$24,004,144,000 = USD296,347,456. Primary = USD$103.27/student. 2020
Secondary enrollment = 1,137,178 (p.47). 2021 Secondary budget = ZWL
Peer review 2 comment:
$15,693,043,000
= USD193,741,271. Secondary = USD$170.37/student.

--Please select from the options below-GNI per capita = USD$1,842.16 (National Budget Statement p.52). Primary =
103.27/1,842.16 = 5.6%. Secondary = 170.37/1,842.16 = 9.2%

Government comment:
--Please select from the options below--

RESULTS Educational Fund comment:
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The original response has been rectified based on review and/or additional information.

a. changed from 99.7% to 103.27
b. 99.8% to 170.37
c. 14.0% to 5.6
d. 22.2% to 9.2
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Theme 2: Availability
Subtheme 2.1: Classrooms
Question 2.1.1: Is there a national minimum standard in place setting
the numbers of pupils per classroom? S W
Basis
"Functioning educational institutions and programmes have to be available in sufficient quantity within the
jurisdiction of the State party."
— Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, General Comment 13, Para. 6 (a)
Guidance
Explanation: This question seeks to answer whether the government has established a minimum
standard or national benchmark outlining the allowed number of pupils to occupy each classroom. The
second part of the question captures what the minimum standard is.
Necessary Definitions: “Classrooms” are defined as spaces, either inside buildings or outside, in which
students are taught.
Examples:

(Republic of Rwanda ESP 2013/14-2017/18, p. 85)
Appropriate Supporting Documentation: Acceptable supporting documents include national law such as
regulations and national policies.
Potential Data Sources: UNESCO Database on the Right to Education, Right to Education Initiative –
Where to Find Information, Planipolis, UNESCO International Bureau on Education
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Additional Guidance for Responses: Please provide ratios for part b and d in the form of x:1.
Question 2.1.1a and 2.1.1c are calculated as:
• Yes = 1
• No = 0
2.1.1b and 2.2.1d are calculated by comparing with the relevant benchmarks below. For countries with a
pupil per classroom national standard that is less than the benchmark, the answer is coded as 1. For
countries where the minimum standard is greater than the benchmark, the below formula is used: global
benchmark / national benchmark
Benchmarks
Global benchmarks:
• Primary: 25 to 1
• Secondary: 20 to 1

Question 2.1.1

Response

a. Is there a national minimum standard in place setting the numbers of
pupils per classroom (primary school)?

a.

YES

b. If yes, what is the national minimum standard pupil-classroom ratio
(primary school)?

b.

40

c. Is there a national minimum standard in place setting the numbers of
pupils per classroom (secondary school)? W

c.

YES

d. If yes, what is the national minimum standard pupil-classroom ratio
(secondary school)? W

d.

30

Supporting document/citation:
1. Ministry of Primary and Secondary Education 2020 Annual Statistical Report page
169 paragraph 3

Researcher comment:
The recommended learner to classroom ratio for ECD, primary and secondary schools
are 20, 40 and 30 respectively.
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Peer review 1 comment:
I agree with additional information.

Although the 2020 Statistical Report mentions recommendations it is not entirely clear
where the recommendations come from. However, the ratios provided are consistent
with prior statistical reports and the GPE Sector Analysis for Zimbabwe
(https://www.globalpartnership.org/sites/default/files/a1-zwe-esa.pdf) indicates that
these are government recommendations for pupil to teacher ratio. However, at the
secondary level the GPE document indicates that their are different ratios for O level
(30:1) and A level (20:1) which are not captured in this response.
Peer review 2 comment:
--Please select from the options below--

Government comment:

--Please select from the options below--

RESULTS Educational Fund comment:
The original response appears correct and holds as the final response.

Question 2.1.2: What is the pupil-classroom ratio? P
Basis
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"Functioning educational institutions and programmes have to be available in sufficient quantity within the
jurisdiction of the State party."
— Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, General Comment 13, Para. 6 (a)
Guidance
Explanation: This question seeks to answer what the average number of pupils for each classroom is in
reality.
Examples: In China the number of pupils per classroom is 38 in primary school and 53 in lower secondary
school, 2011 (OECD, 2013). Full Citation: OECD (2013), Education at a Glance 2013, Chart D2.2,
available at http://dx.doi.org/10.1787/888932851687
Appropriate Supporting Documentation: Acceptable supporting documents may include government
reports, non-governmental research reports, local or international news articles, or data from a reputable
regional or multi-national organization such as the UN or the World Bank.
Potential Data Sources: Ministry of education, national office of statistics, teachers’ union website,
WorldBank EdStats, Unesco Institute for Statistics, OECD, Right to Education Initiative – Where to Find
Information
Additional Guidance for Responses: Please provide ratios in the form of x:1.
Calculations: 2.1.2 is calculated by dividing the global benchmark below by the national pupil-classroom
ratio. If the national ratio is lower than the benchmark, the response is coded as 1.
Benchmarks:
Global benchmarks:
• Primary: 25 to 1
• Secondary: 20 to 1

Question 2.1.2

Response

What is the pupil-classroom ratio?
a. For primary schools

a.

46

b. For secondary schools W

b.

40

Supporting document/citation:
Ministry of Primary and Secondary Education 2020 National Statistical Profile Table
9.1 page 169

Year:

2020
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Researcher comment:
Learner to classroom ratio for primary schools is 46. From 2016 to 2018, the LCR for
primary schools was at 45. In 2019, the LCR for primary increased to 46, and
remained at the same level in 2020. Between 2016 to 2020, the LCR for secondary
school was oscillating from 39 to 42

Peer review 1 comment:
I agree without any comment or additional supporting documents.

Peer review 2 comment:

--Please select from the options below--

Government comment:

--Please select from the options below--

RESULTS Educational Fund comment:

The original response appears correct and holds as the final response.

Subtheme 2.2: Sanitation
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Question 2.2.1: Is there a national minimum standard in place setting
the number of pupils per toilet?S W
Basis
"The Committee urges States Parties, in line with articles 28 and 29 of the Convention to (b) provide wellfunctioning school and recreational facilities which do not pose health risks to students, including water
and sanitation"
— Committee on the Rights of the Child, General Comment 4, Para. 17
See also: CESCR General Comment 13.6(a)
Guidance
Explanation: This question seeks to answer whether the government has established a minimum
standard or national benchmark outlining the allowed number of pupils to share each toilet. The second
part of the question captures what the minimum standard is.
Necessary Definitions: “Toilets” include flush toilets, squat toilets, pit latrines, and composting toilets.
“Schools” in this question are limited to brick-and-mortar schools.
Examples:
a) School Infrastructure
Nursery: Minimum classroom size 337 square feet, Maximum 562 square feet (15 square feet per
student). Sanitary facilities: A minimum of four toilets for every 50 students.
Primary: Minimum classroom size 180 square feet, Maximum 600 square feet (14 square feet per
student). Sanitary facilities: A minimum of four toilets for every 100 students.
Secondary: Minimum classroom size 420 square feet, Maximum 945 square feet (14 square feet per
student). Sanitary facilities: A minimum of four toilets for each 150 students. (Response of the
Government of Guyana to the OHCHR, available here.)
Appropriate Supporting Documentation: Acceptable supporting documents include national law such as
regulations and national policies.
Potential Data Sources: Ministry of education, national office of statistics, teachers’ union website,
UNESCO Database on the Right to Education, Planipolis, UNESCO International Bureau on Education,
WorldBank EdStats, Unesco Institute for Statistics, OECD, Right to Education Initiative – Where to Find
Information
Question 2.2.1a and 2.2.1c are calculated as:
• Yes = 1
• No = 0
2.1.1b and 2.2.d are calculated by comparing with the relevant benchmarks below. For countries with a
pupil-toilet ratio national standard that is less than the benchmark, the answer is coded as 1. For
countries where the minimum standard is greater than the benchmark, the below formula is used:
Benchmark / Response
Benchmarks
Global benchmarks:
• Primary: 25 to 1
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•

Secondary: 25 to 1

Question 2.2.1

Response

a. Is there a national minimum standard in place setting the number of
pupils per toilet (primary school)?

a.

YES

b. If yes, what is the national minimum standard pupil-toilet ratio
(primary school)?

b.

25

c. Is there a national minimum standard in place setting the number of
pupils per toilet (secondary school)? W

c.

YES

d. If yes, what is the national minimum standard pupil-toilet ratio
(secondary school)? W

d.

25

Supporting document/citation:
1. Ministry of Primary and Secondary Education 2020 National Statistics Report
Page178 paragraph 3

Researcher comment:
It is a requirement that every school shall have at least two blocks of toilets, separate
for girls and boys, and the number of toilets is further determined by enrollment in line
with Ministry of Health and Child Welfare (MOHCW) standards of 25 pupils to 1 toilet
(squat hole).

Peer review 1 comment:

I agree with additional information.
The provided source (2020 Statistical Report) indicates that the recommended ratio is
20 to 1 for females and 25 to 1 for males, irrespective of education level and assuming
urinals are available. I am unable to locate the information mentioned in the
researcher comment. The most recent School Health Policy
(http://www.mopse.co.zw/sites/default/files/public/downloads/ZSHP%20final%
20signed%20March%202018.pdf) talks about the need for appropriate, age-specific
Peer review
2 comment:
toilets
in schools
but does not provide a ratio.
--Please select from the options below--
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Government comment:

--Please select from the options below--

RESULTS Educational Fund comment:
The original response appears correct and holds as the final response.

Question 2.2.2: What is the pupil-toilet ratio?

PW

Basis
"The Committee urges States Parties, in line with articles 28 and 29 of the Convention to (b) provide wellfunctioning school and recreational facilities which do not pose health risks to students, including water
and sanitation"
— Committee on the Rights of the Child, General Comment 4, Para. 17
See also: CESCR General Comment 13.6(a)
Guidance
Explanation: This question seeks to answer whether what the pupil-toilet ratio is in reality.
Necessary Definitions: “Toilets” include flush toilets, squat toilets, pit latrines, and composting toilets.
“Schools” in this question are limited to brick-and-mortar schools.
Examples:

Survey Year

2013
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Pupil
Toilet
SchoolTypeCode

Toilets

Enrolments

Ratio

ECE

701

18690

26.7

PS

1205

71649

59.5

CHS

1180

79443

67.3

PSS

184

6232

33.9

NSS

195

4698

24.1

RTC

16

Grand Total

3481

0
180712

51.9

(Ministry of Education – Solomon Islands, available, here.)
Appropriate Supporting Documentation: Acceptable supporting documents may include government
reports, non-governmental research reports, local or international news articles, or data from a reputable
regional or multi-national organization such as the UN or the World Bank.
Potential Data Sources: Ministry of education, national office of statistics, UN Water for Life, Water and
Sanitation Program, WHO – Water, Sanitation, and Health, UNESCO Institute of Statistics, World Bank
DataBank
Calculation: 2.2.2 is calculated by dividing the global benchmark below by the national pupil-classroom
ratio. If the national ratio is lower than the benchmark, the response is coded as 1.
Benchmarks:
Global benchmarks:
• Primary: 25 to 1
• Secondary: 25 to 1

Question 2.2.2

Response

What is the pupil-toilet ratio?
a. In primary schools

a.

23

b. In secondary schools W

b.

18

Supporting document/citation:
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Ministry of Primary and Secondary Education National Statistics Report Page 178
Table 9.8

Year:

2020

Researcher comment:

The learner-to-toilet ratios for males and females in primary school are 23 and 22,
respectively. The learner-to-toilet ratios for males and females in secondary school is
18 for both sexes.

Peer review 1 comment:
I agree without any comment or additional supporting documents.

Peer review 2 comment:

--Please select from the options below--

Government comment:

--Please select from the options below--

RESULTS Educational Fund comment:
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The original response appears correct and holds as the final response.

Question 2.2.3: What is the percentage of schools with potable water?
PW

Basis:
"The Committee urges States Parties, in line with articles 28 and 29 of the Convention to (b) provide wellfunctioning school and recreational facilities which do not pose health risks to students, including water
and sanitation"
— Committee on the Rights of the Child, General Comment 4, Para. 17
See also: Articles 11, 12 & 13 (2), International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights; Paras
12 (c) (i) & 16 (b), CESCR General Comment 15; Article 28 (1), Convention on the Rights of the Child;
Articles 11 (3) & 14 (2) (c), African Charter on the Rights and Welfare of the Child; Article 17 (2),
European Social Charter (revised); Article 13 (3), Additional Protocol to the American Convention on
Human Rights in the Area of Economic, Social and Cultural Rights 'Protocol of San Salvador'
Guidance
Explanation: This question seeks to answer whether water, that does not pose health risks to students, is
readily available by identifying the percentage of schools that had potable water.
Necessary Definitions: “Potable water” is defined as water that is safe for humans to drink.
“Schools” in this question is limited to brick-and-mortar schools.
Examples: 31.3% of primary schools in Cameroon have access to potable water, 2012
27.2% of lower secondary schools in Cameroon have access to potable water, 2011(UNESCO Institute of
Statistics)
Appropriate Supporting Documentation: Acceptable supporting documents may include government
reports, non-governmental research reports, local or international news articles, or data from a reputable
regional or multi-national organization such as the UN or the World Bank.
Potential Data Sources: Ministry of education, national office of statistics, UN Water for Life, Water and
Sanitation Program, WHO – Water, Sanitation, and Health, UNESCO Institute of Statistics, World Bank
DataBank
Calculation: 2.2.3 is calculated out of 100%.

Question 2.2.3

Response

What is the percentage of schools with potable water?
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a. For primary schools.

a.

85.14

b. For secondary schools. W

b.

86.14

Supporting document/citation:
1. Ministry of Primary and Secondary 2020 National Statistical Profile page 187
paragraph 2 and Page 190 paragraph 2

Year: 2020
Researcher comment:
At national level, 85.14 percent of primary schools have access to safe drinking water.
Bulawayo and Harare have highest and second highest proportions of primary schools
with access to safe drinking water (97.99 percent and 97.26 percent, respectively),
while for other provinces the proportions range from 79.78 percent in Matabeleland
North to 89.44 percent in Manicaland. At national level, 86.41 percent of secondary
schools have access to safe drinking water. Bulawayo and Harare have highest and
second highest proportions of secondary schools with access to safe drinking water
(96.59 percent and 96.49 percent, respectively), while for other provinces the
proportions
range
from 80.19 percent in Matabeleland North to 88.44 percent in
Peer review
1 comment:
Manicaland.
I agree without any comment or additional supporting documents.

Peer review 2 comment:

--Please select from the options below--
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Government comment:

--Please select from the options below--

RESULTS Educational Fund comment:
The original response appears correct and holds as the final response.

Subtheme 2.3: Teachers
Question 2.3.1: What percentage of teachers are qualified? P W
Basis
"Functioning educational institutions and programmes have to be available in sufficient quantity within the
jurisdiction of the State party. What they require to function depends upon numerous factors,
including…trained teachers"
— Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, General Comment 16, Para. 6 (a)
See also: Article 13, International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights; Articles 28 & 29,
Convention on the Rights of the Child; Articles 2 (a) & 4, UNESCO Convention against Discrimination in
Education; Paras 4 & 13, ILO/UNESCO Recommendation concerning the Status of Teachers; Article 11,
African Charter on the Rights and Welfare of the Child; Article 13, African Youth Charter; Article 41 (2) &
4, Arab Charter on Human Rights; Article 31, ASEAN Human Rights Declaration; Article 17 (2), European
Social Charter (revised); Article 13, Additional Protocol to the American Convention on Human Rights in
the Area of Economic, Social and Cultural Rights 'Protocol of San Salvador'; Article 16, Inter-American
Democratic Charter
Guidance
Explanation: This question seeks to answer what percent of the overall teaching population are qualified
according to the standards laid out by the State Party.
The second part of this question seeks to answer what percentage of qualified teachers are female.
Female teachers are important because they serve as role models to girls and help to attract and retain
girls in school. Female headteachers and supervisors are important to ensure that the gender perspective
is incorporated in schools.
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Necessary Definitions: “Qualified teacher” refers to teachers who have received at least the minimum
organized pedagogical teacher training pre-service and in-service required for teaching at the relevant
level in a given country.
“Teachers” is broadly defined and includes instructors and education support staff, as defined by
Education International.
Examples: 84.7% of teachers in primary education are appropriately trained in Ecuador, 2013
77.1% of teachers in lower secondary education are appropriately trained in Ecuador, 2013 (UNESCO
Institute of Statistics)
Appropriate Supporting Documentation: Acceptable supporting documents may include government
reports, non-governmental research reports, local or international news articles, or data from a reputable
regional or multi-national organization such as the UN or the World Bank.
Potential Data Sources: Ministry of education, national statistical office, teachers’ union website,
UNESCO Institute of Statistics – Teachers, Global Teacher Status Index, International Surveys of
Teachers – Includes TALIS and TEDS-M, World Bank DataBank, OECD–Teachers
Calculation: 2.3.1 is calculated out of 100%.

Question 2.3.1

Response

What is the percentage of teachers that are qualified?
a. For primary schools

a.

97.77

b. For secondary schools W

b.

89.18

For primary schools

c.

61.40

d. For secondary schools

d.

50.46

What percentage of qualified teachers are female?
c.

Supporting document/citation:
1. Ministry of Primary and Secondary Education 2020 National Statistical Profile page
128 table 7.1

Year:

2020

Researcher comment:
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Out of 75 960 primary school teachers in the country, 97.77 percent are trained. Out of
the 47 839 secondary school teachers, 89.18 percent are trained.

Peer review 1 comment:

I disagree with comment and/or additional supporting documents.
Part B is incorrect as the original response for both primary and secondary answered
what percentage of female teachers were qualified, instead of what percentage of
qualified teachers are female. This changed primary from 97.84% to 61.40%
(45,597/74,265) - see 2020 Statistical Report Table 7.10 - and the secondary from
91.31% to 50.46% (21,529/42,664) see 2020 statistical report Table 7.18
Peer review 2 comment:
--Please select from the options below--

Government comment:

--Please select from the options below--

RESULTS Educational Fund comment:
The original response has been rectified based on review and/or additional information.

Part B has been amended as the original response for both primary and secondary
answered what percentage of female teachers were qualified, instead of what
percentage of qualified teachers are female. This changed primary from 97.84% to
61.40% (45,597/74,265) - see 2020 Statistical Report Table 7.10 - and the secondary
from 91.31% to 50.46% (21,529/42,664) see 2020 statistical report Table 7.18
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Question 2.3.2: Is there a national minimum standard in place setting
the number of pupils per qualified teacher? S W
Basis
"Functioning educational institutions and programmes have to be available in sufficient quantity within the
jurisdiction of the State party. What they require to function depends upon numerous factors,
including…trained teachers"
— Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, General Comment 16, Para. 6 (a)
See also: Article 13, International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights; Articles 28 & 29,
Convention on the Rights of the Child; Articles 2 (a) & 4, UNESCO Convention against Discrimination in
Education; Paras 4 & 13, ILO/UNESCO Recommendation concerning the Status of Teachers; Article 11,
African Charter on the Rights and Welfare of the Child; Article 13, African Youth Charter; Article 41 (2) &
4, Arab Charter on Human Rights; Article 31, ASEAN Human Rights Declaration; Article 17 (2), European
Social Charter (revised); Article 13, Additional Protocol to the American Convention on Human Rights in
the Area of Economic, Social and Cultural Rights 'Protocol of San Salvador'; Article 16, Inter-American
Democratic Charter
Guidance
Explanation: This question seeks to answer whether the government has established a minimum
standard or national benchmark outlining the allowed number of pupils per qualified teacher in each
school. The second part of the question captures what the minimum standard is.
Necessary Definitions: “Qualified teacher” refers to teachers who have received at least the minimum
organized pedagogical teacher training pre-service and in-service required for teaching at the relevant
level in a given country.
Examples: In addition to the fast-track programme, the following guiding principles are critical for the
envisaged positive change in primary education between 2008 and 2018:
i. Ratio of pupils to teachers progressing to a 1:60 ratio by 2013/14 and below 1:60 ratio by 2017/18
(Malawi ESP 2008-2018, p.12)
Appropriate Supporting Documentation: Acceptable supporting documents include national law such as
the education act or relevant policies.
Potential Data Sources: Ministry of education, national statistical office, teachers’ union website,
UNESCO Institute of Statistics – Teachers, Global Teacher Status Index, International Surveys of
Teachers – Includes TALIS and TEDS-M, World Bank DataBank, OECD–Teachers
Question 2.3.2a and 2.3.2c are calculated as:
• Yes = 1
• No = 0
2.3.2b and 2.3.2d are calculated by comparing with the relevant benchmarks below. For countries with a
pupil per classroom national standard that is less than the benchmark, the answer is coded as 1. For
countries where the minimum standard is greater than the benchmark, the below formula is used:
Benchmark / Response
Benchmarks:
Global benchmarks:
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•
•

Primary: 25 to 1
Secondary: 20 to 1

Question 2.3.2

Response

a. Is there a minimum standard in place setting the number of pupils
per trained teacher (primary school)?

a.

YES

b. If yes, what is the minimum standard pupil-trained teacher ratio
(primary school)?

b.

40

c. Is there a minimum standard in place setting the number of pupils
per trained teacher (secondary school)? W

c.

YES

d. If yes, what is the minimum standard pupil-trained teacher ratio
(secondary school)? W

d.

33

Supporting document/citation:

Ministry of Primary and Secondary Education National Statistics Report Page 127
paragraph 1

Researcher comment:
According to the MoPSE National Statistics Report, the following are the minimum
standards pupil-trained teacher ratio:
- ECD TLR- 20:1, Primary School TLR40:1,
- Lower Secondary LTR- 33:1,
- Upper Secondary TLR-20:1,
- Special Class (hearing impairment) TLR- 7:1 and Special Class (visual impairment)
TLR- 10:1 and Special Class (mental challenges) TLR- 10:1.
Peer review 1 comment:
I agree with additional information.

I agree but need to note that it is unclear whether these are pupil-trained teacher ratio
or pupil-teacher ratio targets given the documentation.
Additionally, there are different standards for lower and upper secondary suggesting
that perhaps the question needs to be further disaggregated. The provided number is
for lower secondary.

Peer review 2 comment:
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--Please select from the options below--

Government comment:
--Please select from the options below--

RESULTS Educational Fund comment:
The original response appears correct and holds as the final response.

Question 2.3.3: What is the pupil-qualified teacher ratio? P
Basis
"Functioning educational institutions and programmes have to be available in sufficient quantity within the
jurisdiction of the State party. What they require to function depends upon numerous factors,
including…trained teachers"
— Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, General Comment 16, Para. 6 (a)
See also: Article 13, International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights; Articles 28 & 29,
Convention on the Rights of the Child; Articles 2 (a) & 4, UNESCO Convention against Discrimination in
Education; Paras 4 & 13, ILO/UNESCO Recommendation concerning the Status of Teachers; Article 11,
African Charter on the Rights and Welfare of the Child; Article 13, African Youth Charter; Article 41 (2) &
4, Arab Charter on Human Rights; Article 31, ASEAN Human Rights Declaration; Article 17 (2), European
Social Charter (revised); Article 13, Additional Protocol to the American Convention on Human Rights in
the Area of Economic, Social and Cultural Rights 'Protocol of San Salvador'; Article 16, Inter-American
Democratic Charter
Guidance
Explanation: This question seeks to answer how many teachers that have been trained in accordance
with the standards laid out by the State Party were present for each student.
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Necessary Definitions: “Qualified teacher” refers to teachers who have received at least the minimum
organized pedagogical teacher training pre-service and in-service required for teaching at the relevant
level in a given country.
Examples: If pupils per trained teacher is not readily available the ratio can be calculated as follows:
• Overall pupil-teacher ratio in primary education in Ecuador is 18.7, 2013
• 84.7% of primary teachers in Ecuador are appropriately trained, 2013 (UNESCO Institute of
Statistics)
o 18.7/0.847 = 22.08 pupils per trained teacher in primary education in Ecuador, 2013
•
•

Overall pupil-teacher ratio in lower secondary education in Ecuador is 14.7, 2013
77.1% of lower secondary teachers in Ecuador are appropriately trained, 2013 (UNESCO
Institute of Statistics)
o 14.7/0.771 = 19.07 pupils per trained teacher in lower secondary education in
Ecuador, 2013

Appropriate Supporting Documentation: Acceptable supporting documents may include government
reports, non-governmental research reports, local or international news articles, or data from a reputable
regional or multi-national organization such as the UN or the World Bank.
Potential Data Sources: Ministry of education, national statistical office, teachers’ union website,
UNESCO Institute of Statistics – Teachers, Global Teacher Status Index, International Surveys of
Teachers – Includes TALIS and TEDS-M, World Bank DataBank, OECD–Teachers
Calculations: 2.3.3 is calculated by dividing the global benchmark below by the national pupil-classroom
ratio. If the national ratio is lower than the benchmark, the response is coded as 1.
Benchmarks:
Global benchmarks:
• Primary: 25 to 1
• Secondary: 20 to 1

Question 2.3.3

Response

What is the pupil-trained teacher ratio?
a. For primary schools

a. 39

b. For secondary schools W

b.

27

Supporting document/citation:
Ministry of Primary and Secondary 2020 National Statistics Report Table 7.15 Page
138 and Table 7.23 Page 144
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Year: 2020
Researcher comment:

Nationally, the primary school Learner to Teacher Ratios (LTR) and Learner to
Trained Teacher Ratio (LTTR) are 38 and 39, respectively. The LTR for rural and
urban are the same (38), while the LTTR for urban marginally higher than the rural
one (39 viz 38).
At national level, secondary school Learner to Teacher Ratio (LTR) and Learner to
Trained Teacher Ratio (LTTR) are 24 and 27, respectively. Rural and urban
secondary school LTR are respectively 24 and 23, while the LTTR is 27 for rural and
26
for review
urban. 1 comment:
Peer
I agree without any comment or additional supporting documents.

Peer review 2 comment:

--Please select from the options below--

Government comment:
--Please select from the options below--

RESULTS Educational Fund comment:
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The original response appears correct and holds as the final response.

Question 2.3.4: What is the mean teacher salary relative to the
national mean salary? P
Basis
"Functioning educational institutions and programmes have to be available in sufficient quantity within the
jurisdiction of the State party. What they require to function depends upon numerous factors,
including…trained teachers"
— Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, General Comment 16, Para. 6 (a)
See also: Article 13, International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights; Articles 28 & 29,
Convention on the Rights of the Child; Articles 2 (a) & 4, UNESCO Convention against Discrimination in
Education; Paras 4 & 13, ILO/UNESCO Recommendation concerning the Status of Teachers; Article 11,
African Charter on the Rights and Welfare of the Child; Article 13, African Youth Charter; Article 41 (2) &
4, Arab Charter on Human Rights; Article 31, ASEAN Human Rights Declaration; Article 17 (2), European
Social Charter (revised); Article 13, Additional Protocol to the American Convention on Human Rights in
the Area of Economic, Social and Cultural Rights 'Protocol of San Salvador'; Article 16, Inter-American
Democratic Charter
Guidance
Explanation: This question seeks to answer whether teachers received a competitive salary for their
country of service by dividing the average annual salary of a teacher by the average annual overall salary
of all workers in a country. A number over 1.0 indicates that teachers, on average, make more than other
workers in the country.
Necessary Definitions: Competitive salaries are defined here as at least matching the average national
income.
Examples: Average Teacher Salary in Switzerland = $68,000 (2011 PPP)
Average Salary in Switzerland = $50,000 (2011 PPP)
$68,000/$50,000 = 1.36 Ratio of Mean Teacher Salary to National Mean Salary for Switzerland.
(The Guardian Online, September 5, 2014 (http://www.theguardian.com/teacher-network/teacherblog/2014/sep/05/how-the-job-of-a-teacher-compares-around-the-world)
Appropriate Supporting Documentation: Acceptable supporting documents may include government
reports, non-governmental research reports, local or international news articles, ministry/department of
education reports, or data from a reputable regional or multi-national organization such as the UN or the
World Bank.
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Potential Data Sources: Ministry of education, national statistical office, teachers’ union website,
UNESCO Institute of Statistics – Teachers, Global Teacher Status Index, International Surveys of
Teachers – Includes TALIS and TEDS-M, World Bank DataBank, OECD–Teachers
Calculation: Question 2.3.4 asks “What is the mean teacher salary relative to the national mean salary?”
To calculate the proportion for the score, RTEI divides the ratio reported by 100. All ratios over 1 are
calculated as 1.

Question 2.3.4:
What is the mean teacher salary relative to the national mean salary?

Response

1.00

Supporting document/citation:

https://www.glassdoor.com/Salaries/harare-teacher-salary-SRCH_IL.0,6_IM3109_KO
7,14.htm

Year:

2021

Researcher comment:
The average salary for Teacher is ZWD 18,000 per month in Zimbabwe

Peer review 1 comment:
I disagree with comment and/or additional supporting documents.

ZWD 18,000 per month does seem about right, although the glassdoor reference
looks to be based on a 3 person sample. Other available information suggests that
after the latest pay raise teachers make Z$18,237 per month
(http://country.eiu.com/article.aspx?
articleid=1980381381&Country=Zimbabwe&topic=Economy&subtopic=Forecast&subs
Peer review 2 comment:
ubtopic=Inflation).
Although neither of these sources are official and I have limited
confidence in both.
--Please select from the options below-https://www.newzimbabwe.com/mavima-pushes-for-fair-salaries/ suggests that the
average salary for local workers is Z$18,000/month.
This makes the ratio 1.0
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Government comment:
--Please select from the options below--

RESULTS Educational Fund comment:
The original response has been rectified based on review and/or additional information.

Ratio changed from 1.2 to 1.0, although the supporting document is quite weak.

Subtheme 2.4: Learning Materials
Question 2.4.1: Is there a minimum standard in place setting the
number of pupils per available textbook? S W
Basis
"Every child has the right to receive an education of good quality which in turn requires a focus on the
quality of the learning environment, of teaching and learning processes and materials, and of learning
outputs."
— Committee on the Rights of the Child, General Comment 1, Para.22
See also: Article 13, International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights; Articles 28 (1) & 29
(1), Convention on the Rights of the Child; Article 11 (3) (a), African Charter on the Rights and Welfare of
the Child; Article 13 (1), African Youth Charter; Article 17 (2), European Social Charter (revised); Article
13 (3) (a), Additional Protocol to the American Convention on Human Rights in the Area of Economic,
Social and Cultural Rights 'Protocol of San Salvador'
Guidance
Explanation: This question seeks to answer whether the government has established a minimum
standard or national benchmark outlining the allowed number of pupils to share a single textbook. The
second part of the question captures what the minimum standard is.
Necessary Definitions: “Textbooks” include both access to traditional hard copies and electronic copies.
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Examples: In addition to the fast-track programme, the following guiding principles are critical for the
envisaged positive change in primary education between 2008 and 2018:
vi. Giving 3 exercise books per subject per child for all standards (Malawi ESP 2008-2018, p. 12)
Appropriate Supporting Documentation: Acceptable supporting documents include national law such as a
national constitution or education act.
Potential Data Sources: Ministry of education, official public records, UNESCO Database on the Right to
Education, Right to Education Initiative – Where to Find Information, Planipolis, UNESCO International
Bureau on Education
Question 2.4.1a is calculated as:
• Yes = 1
• No = 0
2.4.1b is calculated out of 1 to fit international benchmarks
Benchmarks: International benchmarks for the pupil per textbook ratio are 1 to 1 (UNESCO, 2016).

Question 2.4.1

Response

a. Is there a minimum standard in place setting the number of pupils
per available textbook?

a.

YES

b. If yes, what is the minimum standard pupil-textbook ratio (primary
school)?

b.

1

Supporting document/citation:

Ministry of Primary and Secondary Education Standard Operating Procedures of 2020
for the Prevention and Management of Covid-19 and other influenza like illnesses in
the Primary and Secondary Education Sector page 7

Researcher comment:

The sharing of materials such as pens, textbooks, rubbers, rulers, pencils and any
type of equipment like eating utensils, linen or clothing should be avoided at all costs.

Peer review 1 comment:
I agree without any comment or additional supporting documents.
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Peer review 2 comment:
--Please select from the options below--

Government comment:
--Please select from the options below--

RESULTS Educational Fund comment:

The original response appears correct and holds as the final response.

Question 2.4.2: What is the pupil-textbook ratio?

PW

Basis
"Every child has the right to receive an education of good quality which in turn requires a focus on the
quality of the learning environment, of teaching and learning processes and materials, and of learning
outputs."
— Committee on the Rights of the Child, General Comment 1, Para.22
See also: Article 13, International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights; Articles 28 (1) & 29
(1), Convention on the Rights of the Child; Article 11 (3) (a), African Charter on the Rights and Welfare of
the Child; Article 13 (1), African Youth Charter; Article 17 (2), European Social Charter (revised); Article
13 (3) (a), Additional Protocol to the American Convention on Human Rights in the Area of Economic,
Social and Cultural Rights 'Protocol of San Salvador'
Guidance
Explanation: This question seeks to answer whether there are adequate textbooks available for students
to use by identifying how many students, on average, shared a textbook.
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Necessary Definitions: “Textbooks” include both access to traditional hard copies and electronic copies.
Examples: 2.6 Pupils per Mathematics Textbook in Primary Schools in Ghana, 2013
2.6 Pupils per Reading Textbook in Primary Schools in Ghana, 2013 (UNESCO Institute of Statistics)
Appropriate Supporting Documentation: Acceptable supporting documents may include government
reports, non-governmental research reports, local or international news articles, ministry/department of
education reports, or data from a reputable regional or multi-national organization such as the UN or the
World Bank.
Potential Data Sources: Ministry of education
Additional Guidance for Responses: Please provide an overall pupil-textbook ratio if available. If only
available for some subjects (as in the example above) record the subject specific information in the
comments box and put the average of subject specific pupil-textbook ratios in the response box.
Calculation: Question 2.4.2 is calculated out of 1 to fit international benchmarks
Benchmarks: International benchmarks for the pupil per textbook ratio are 1 to 1 (UNESCO, 2016).

Question 2.4.2

Response

What is the pupil-textbook ratio?
a. For primary schools

a.

30

b. For secondary schools W

b.

30

Supporting document/citation:

Year: 2020
Researcher comment:

Peer review 1 comment:
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I disagree with comment and/or additional supporting documents.
There is limited information available on pupil-textbook ratio but what is available
suggest it is well beyond the desired 1 to 1. The 30 to 1 ratio is based on an average
of the 10 to 1 ratio found in core subjects and the 50 to 1 ratio found in non-core
subjects in Gory et al.'s (2020) study in which they held individual and focus group
interviews in 7 schools in 3 out of 9 provinces in Zimbabwe where we interviewed 32
Peer review
comment:
School
Heads,270
Teachers, 36 Parents and 38 Students.
https://link.springer.com/chapter/10.1007/978-3-030-57039-2_7
--Please select from the options below--

Government comment:

--Please select from the options below--

RESULTS Educational Fund comment:

The original response has been rectified based on review and/or additional information.
Changed from no data to 30 to 1

Question 2.4.3: What percent of schools have a library, computer
facilities, and information technology? P W
Basis
“Availability. Functioning educational institutions and programmes have to be available in sufficient
quantity within the jurisdiction of the State party. What they require to function depends upon numerous
factors, including the developmental context within which they operate; for example, all institutions and
programmes are likely to require buildings or other protection from the elements, sanitation facilities for
both sexes, safe drinking water, trained teachers receiving domestically competitive salaries, teaching
materials, and so on; while some will also require facilities such as a library, computer facilities and
information technology”.
— Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights General Comment 13: The right to education,
para.6(a)

RTEI 2021 Questionnaire: Availability

79

See also: Article 13 (2), International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights; Para. 6(a),
CESCR General Comment 13; Articles 28 (1) & (3), Convention on the Rights of the Child; Article 4 (b),
UNESCO Convention against Discrimination in Education; Article 11, African Charter on the Rights and
Welfare of the Child; Article 13 (4) (j), African Youth Charter; Article 41 (2), Arab Charter on Human
Rights; Article 17 (2), European Social Charter (revised); Article 14, Charter of Fundamental Rights of the
European Union; Article 13, Additional Protocol to the American Convention on Human Rights in the
Area of Economic, Social and Cultural Rights 'Protocol of San Salvador'
Guidance
Explanation: This question seeks to answer whether there are adequate educational resources beyond
textbooks available for students to use by identifying the percent of schools with library, computer, or
information technology resources.
Necessary Definitions: “Library” include both access to traditional books and electronic copies, beyond
textbooks. Libraries may be stationary within schools or rotating within districts.
“Computer facilities” includes designated space where computers are stored at the school and accessible
to students and staff.
“Information technology” includes other materials such as tablets, mobile devices, projectors, and other
tools that may supplement stationary computer facilities.
Examples: 100% of public schools have instructional computers with internet access in the U.S. (National
Center of Education Statistics, 2008)
Appropriate Supporting Documentation: Acceptable supporting documents may include government
reports, non-governmental research reports, local or international news articles, ministry/department of
education reports, or data from a reputable regional or multi-national organization such as the UN or the
World Bank.
Potential Data Sources: Ministry of education
Additional Guidance for Responses: Please provide an overall percent if available. If only available for
some grade levels, record the grade level specific information in the comments box and put the average
of grade level specific percent of computers, information technology, or libraries in the response box.
Calculation: 2.4.3 is taken out of 100%. Each response is averaged for one score for 2.4.3.

Question 2.4.3

Response

What percent of schools have a library, computer facilities, and
information technology?
a. Libraries W

a.

No data

b. Electricity W

b.

63.98

c.

Computer facilities W

d. Information technology W
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d.

27.74

80

Supporting document/citation:

1. Ministry of Primary and Secondary Education 2020 National Statistical Profile page
203 table 9.26
2. Ministry of Primary and Secondary Education 2020 National Statistical Profile page
204 table 9.27
3. Ministry of Primary and Secondary Education 2020 National Statistical Profile page
176 table 9.6
4.
Ministry of Primary
and Secondary Education 2020 National Statistical Profile page
Researcher
comment:
195 table 9.21
The main source of electricity for primary schools is the grid (50.15 percent), while the
least source is gas turbine (0.18 percent). Almost six percent of primary schools have
access to solar energy. Primary schools without access to electricity constitute 39.75
percent. Similarly, the main source of electricity for secondary schools is the grid
(62.15 percent), while the least source is gas turbine (0.37 percent). Five percent of
the secondary schools have access to solar. Secondary schools without access to
electricity
constitute
27.52 percent (see Table 9.5).
Peer review
1 comment:
is main
source
of electricity
for S1, S2supporting
and S3 schools,
constituting 90.57
IGrid
disagree
with
comment
and/or additional
documents.
percent, 86.36 percent and 53.86 percent, respectively. Gas turbine is the least
Calculations
based
on S3
table
9.6 of the
2020 Statistical
Report0.41
find percent
that 63.98%
of
source for S1,
S2 and
schools,
constituting
0.82 percent,
and 0.31
combined
primary andS1,
secondary
schools
have
electricity.
percent, respectively.
S2 and S3
schools
without
access to any source of power
constitute 2.46 percent, 7.64 percent and 34.50 percent, respectively.
According to MoPSE 2020 National Statistical Profile in Zimbabwe there are 4 485
Peer review 2 comment:
primary schools with functional computers, 2 251 with computers for learners. There
are 1 537select
secondary
schools
withbelow-computers for learners.
--Please
from the
options
As shown in Table 9.22 of the Ministry of Primary and Secondary Education 2020
National Statistical Profile, out of 6 798 primary schools, 22.55 percent are with
internet.
Harare has the highest proportion of primary schools with internet connection (71.78
percent), followed by Bulawayo with 50.50 percent of primary schools with internet.
Government comment:
Matabeleland North has the least proportion of primary schools with internet (12.36
percent).select from the options below---Please
Out of 2 980 secondary schools, 39.60 percent have internet. Bulawayo has the
highest proportion of secondary schools with internet (79.55 percent), followed by
Harare with 71.93 percent. Matabeleland South has the least proportion of secondary
schools with internet (28.99 percent) - see Table 9.22.

RESULTS Educational Fund comment:
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The original response has been rectified based on review and/or additional information.

Electricity changed from 70.11% to 63.98%
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Theme 3: Accessibility
Subtheme 3.1: Free Education
Question 3.1.1: Do national laws provide for free and compulsory
primary education? S
Basis
"Primary education should be compulsory and available free to all"
— International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, Article 13, Paragraph 2, Section a
See also: Article 13 (2) (a), International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights; Article 28 (1)
(a) (e), Convention on the Rights of the Child; Article 24 (2), Convention on the Rights of Persons with
Disabilities; Article 4 (a), UNESCO Convention against Discrimination in Education; Article 7 (2) (c), ILO
Worst Forms of Child Labour Convention; Article 41 (2), Arab Charter on Human Rights; Article 11 (3) (a)
(d), African Charter on the Rights and Welfare of the Child, Article 13 (4) (a) (c), African Youth Charter;
Article 17 (2), European Social Charter (revised); Article 13 (3) (a) (d), Additional Protocol to the American
Convention on Human Rights in the Area of Economic, Social and Cultural Rights 'Protocol of San
Salvador'
Guidance
Explanation: This question seeks to answer whether national law explicitly indicates that primary school is
provided for free and is compulsory for all students to attend.
Necessary Definitions: “Compulsory Education” is the education legally required in a country.
Appropriate Supporting Documentation:
Acceptable supporting documents include national law such as a national constitution or education act.
Potential Data Sources: Ministry of education, official public records, UNESCO Database on the Right to
Education, Right to Education Initiative – Where to Find Information, Constitute Project, Planipolis, UCLA
WORLD Analysis Policy Center
Additional Guidance for Responses: A “yes” response indicates that the appropriate language is present
in the law. A “yes” response does not suggest the law is comprehensive or effective.
3.1.1 is calculated as:
• 3.1.1a= 1
• 3.1.1b= .5
• 3.1.1c = 0

Question 3.1.1
Do national laws provide for free and compulsory primary education?
a. Yes, national law provides for both free and compulsory primary
education.
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Response

SELECT
a
b
c
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b. No, national law provides for either free or compulsory primary
education but not both.
c.

No, national law does not provide for either free or compulsory
primary education.

Supporting document/citation:
Section 5 of the Education Amendment Act of 2020 accessed on
http://mopse.co.zw/sites/default/files/public/downloads/EDUCATION%
20AMENDMENT%20ACT%2C%202019%20%5B%20Act%2015-2019%5D.pdf

Researcher comment:

According to the Section 5 of the Education Amendment Act of 2020, it provides that
(1) Every child shall be entitled to compulsory basic state funded education.
(2) Any parent who deprives their child the right to basic state funded education shall
be guilty of an offence and liable to a fine not exceeding level 6 or to imprisonment for
a period not exceeding two years.”
Peer review 1 comment:

I agree without any comment or additional supporting documents.

Peer review 2 comment:

--Please select from the options below--

Government comment:
--Please select from the options below--
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RESULTS Educational Fund comment:
The original response appears correct and holds as the final response.

Question 3.1.2: Do national laws provide for free secondary and
higher education? S W
Basis
"States parties are required to progressively introduce free secondary and higher education"
— CESCR General Comment 13: The right to education, para. 6(b)(iii)
See also: Article 13 (2) (b) (c), International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights; Article 28
(1) (b) (c), Convention on the Rights of the Child; Article 24 (2), Convention on the Rights of Persons with
Disabilities; Article 4 (a), UNESCO Convention against Discrimination in Education; Article 11 (3) (b) (c),
African Charter on the Rights and Welfare of the Child; Article 13 (4) (b) (f),, African Youth Charter; Article
31 (2), ASEAN Human Rights Declaration; Article 49 (c), Charter of the Organization of American States;
Article 17 (2), European Social Charter (revised); Article 13 (3) (b) (c), Additional Protocol to the American
Convention on Human Rights in the Area of Economic, Social and Cultural Rights 'Protocol of San
Salvador'
Guidance
Explanation: This question seeks to answer whether national law explicitly indicates that secondary and
higher education is provided for free.
Appropriate Supporting Documentation: Acceptable supporting documents include national law such as a
national constitution or education act.
Potential Data Sources: Ministry of education, official public records, UNESCO Database on the Right to
Education, Right to Education Initiative – Where to Find Information, Constitute Project, Planipolis, UCLA
WORLD Analysis Policy Center
Additional Guidance for Responses: A “yes” response indicates that the appropriate language is present
in the law. A “yes” response does not suggest the law is comprehensive or effective.
3.1.2 is calculated as:
• 3.1.2a= 1
• 3.1.2b= 0
• 3.1.2c= 1
• 3.1.2d= 0
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Question 3.1.2

Response

Do national laws provide for free secondary education?
a. Yes, national law provides for free secondary education.
b. No, national law does not provide for free secondary education.
Do national laws provide for free higher education?
c.

Yes, national law provides for free higher education.

d. No, national law does not provide for free higher education.

SELECT
a
b
SELECT
c
d

Supporting document/citation:

Section 5 of the Education Amendment Act of 2020 Accessed on
http://mopse.co.zw/sites/default/files/public/downloads/EDUCATION%
20AMENDMENT%20ACT%2C%202019%20%5B%20Act%2015-2019%5D.pdf

Researcher comment:

Section 2 of the Education Amendment Act provides that:
“basic education” means education from early childhood education up to the fourth
form and any other category as may be declared as such by the Minister by Notice in
the Gazette from time to time;
“basic state funded education” means
(a) education from early childhood education up to form four; or
(b)
adult
education
up to form four; or
Peer
review
1 comment:
(c) any other category as may be declared as such by the Minister by notice in the
from time
time: for or
which
pupils supporting
shall not bedocuments.
required to pay fees or levies
IGazette
agree without
anytocomment
additional
and the State shall provide them with learning and teaching material, facilities,
infrastructure and resources subject to the provisions of section 75 of the Constitution;
Section 5 of the Education Amendment Act provides that
(1) Every child shall be entitled to compulsory basic state funded education.
(2)
Anyreview
parent2who
deprives their child the right to basic state funded education shall
Peer
comment:
be guilty of an offence and liable to a fine not exceeding level 6 or to imprisonment for
a
period not
exceeding
years.”
--Please
select
from thetwo
options
below--
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Government comment:
--Please select from the options below--

RESULTS Educational Fund comment:
The original response appears correct and holds as the final response.

Question 3.1.3: Do national laws provide for free pre-primary
education? S W
Basis
“The Convention recognizes the right of the child to education, and primary education should be made
compulsory and available free to all (art. 28). The Committee recognizes with appreciation that some
States parties are planning to make one year of preschool education available and free of cost for all
children. The Committee interprets the right to education during early childhood as beginning at birth and
closely linked to young children’s right to maximum development”.
— Committee on the Rights of the Child: General Comment 7: Implementing child rights in early
education, Para.28
See also: Convention on the Rights of the Child, 1989* (Articles 18 and 31, General Comment
Nos. 7, 8, 10, 14, 17, 23 and 24); Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against
Women, 1979* (Preamble, Articles 5(b), 10 and 11(2)(c) and General Recommendation No. 36);
Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, 2006* (General Comment No. 4);
International Convention on the Protection of the Rights of All Migrant Workers and Members of Their
Families, 1990* (Article 30 and General Comment No. 4); African Charter on the Rights and Welfare of
the Child, 1990* (Articles 12 and 20(2)); European Charter for Regional or Minority Languages, 1992*
(Article 8)
Guidance
Explanation: This question seeks to answer whether national law explicitly indicates that pre-primary
education is provided for free.
Necessary Definitions: “Pre-primary education” is defined as typically designed for children beginning at
ages 3, 4 or 5 and takes place before the start of primary school, and aims to develop some of the skills
needed for academic readiness and prepare children for entry into primary education.
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Appropriate Supporting Documentation: Acceptable supporting documents include national law such as a
national constitution or education act.
Potential Data Sources: Ministry of education, UNESCO Global Study on the right to pre-primary
education, UNESCO Database on the Right to Education, Right to Education Initiative – Where to Find
Information, Constitute Project, Planipolis
Additional Guidance for Responses: A “yes” response indicates that the appropriate language is present
in the law. A “yes” response does not suggest the law is comprehensive or effective.
3.1.3 is calculated as:
• 3.1.3a= 1
• 3.1.3b= 0

Question 3.1.3
Do national laws provide for free pre-primary education?
a. Yes, national law provides for free pre-primary education.
b. No, national law does not provide for free pre-primary education.

Response

SELECT
a
b

Supporting document/citation:
Section 2 of the Education Amendment Act of 2020 accessed on
http://mopse.co.zw/sites/default/files/public/downloads/EDUCATION%
20AMENDMENT%20ACT%2C%202019%20%5B%20Act%2015-2019%5D.pdf

Researcher comment:
Section 2 of the Education Amendment Act of 2020 provides that:
“basic education” means education from early childhood education up to the fourth
form and any other category as may be declared as such by the Minister by Notice in
the Gazette from time to time;
“basic state funded education” means
(a) education from early childhood education up to form four; or

Peer review 1 comment:
I agree without any comment or additional supporting documents.
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Peer review 2 comment:
--Please select from the options below--

Government comment:

--Please select from the options below--

RESULTS Educational Fund comment:
The original response appears correct and holds as the final response.

Question 3.1.4: Is primary education free in practice?

P

Basis
"Primary education should be compulsory and available free to all"
— International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, Article 13 (2) (a)
See also: Article 13 (2) (a), International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights; Article 28 (1)
(a) (e), Convention on the Rights of the Child; Article 24 (2), Convention on the Rights of Persons with
Disabilities; Article 4 (a), UNESCO Convention against Discrimination in Education; Article 7 (2) (c), ILO
Worst Forms of Child Labour Convention; Article 41 (2), Arab Charter on Human Rights; Article 11 (3) (a)
(d), African Charter on the Rights and Welfare of the Child, Article 13 (4) (a) (c), African Youth Charter;
Article 17 (2), European Social Charter (revised); Article 13 (3) (a) (d), Additional Protocol to the American
Convention on Human Rights in the Area of Economic, Social and Cultural Rights 'Protocol of San
Salvador'
Guidance
Explanation: This question seeks to answer whether in practice primary education is free in the country.
Examples: “Now, more than ten years later, a group of parents is suing a government minister angry that
many schools are still charging fees. As education experts the world over pore of the results
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of UNESCO’s Education for All Global Monitoring Report, it’s clear there is still a long way to go to reach
the goal of global universal primary education by 2015.”
(From Free Education in Kenya is a Failed Promise. Available at http://theconversation.com/freeeducation-in-kenya-is-a-failed-promise-22453)
Appropriate Supporting Documentation: Acceptable supporting documents may include government
reports, non-governmental research reports, local or international news articles, the national constitution,
national education acts, or national plan of action.
Potential Data Sources: Ministry of education, official public records, UNESCO Database on the Right to
Education, Right to Education Initiative – Where to Find Information, Planipolis, UNESCO International
Bureau on Education
3.1.4 is calculated as the following:
• 3.1.4a = 1
• 3.1.4b = .75
• 3.1.4c = .5
• 3.1.4d = .25
• 3.1.4e = 0

Question 3.1.4

Response

Is primary education free in practice?
a. Yes, primary education is free for all children.
b. No, but primary education is free for most children.
c.

No, primary education is free for about half of all children.

d. No, primary education is free for the minority of children.

SELECT
a
b
c
d
e

e. No, primary education is not free for anyone.

Supporting document/citation:
Education Amendment Act of 2020 Accessed on
http://mopse.co.zw/sites/default/files/public/downloads/EDUCATION%
20AMENDMENT%20ACT%2C%202019%20%5B%20Act%2015-2019%5D.pdf

Researcher comment:
According to the Zimbabwe Vulnerability Assessment Committee (ZIMVAC) Urban
Livelihoods Assessment of 2020 at least 50.3% of children of school going age were
sent away from school during the first term due to non payment of school fees.
Section 68A of the Education Amendment Act of 2020 provides that:
(3) For the purposes of fees approval, the Secretary shall require every registered

RTEI
2021to
Questionnaire:
Accessibility
school
submit a plan
highlighting how the school shall advance the rights of pupils 90

with disabilities. This on its own demonstrates that registered schools still charge fees
to learners.

Peer review 1 comment:
I agree with additional information.

UNESCO's education profile for Zimbabwe suggests an increased reliance on private
fees since national data in 2014 showed the median school fee paid by families was
US$40 per primary pupil and US$95 per secondary pupil
(https://education-profiles.org/sub-saharan-africa/zimbabwe/~financing-for-equity)

Peer review 2 comment:

--Please select from the options below--

Government comment:
--Please select from the options below--

RESULTS Educational Fund comment:
The original response appears correct and holds as the final response.

Question 3.1.5: What percent of household spending is spent on
primary education? P
Basis
"Primary education should be compulsory and available free to all"
— International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, Article 13 (2) (a)
See also: Article 13 (2), International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights; Article 28 (1),
Convention on the Rights of the Child; Articles 23 (3) & 24 (2), Convention on the Rights of Persons with
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Disabilities; Article 4 (a), UNESCO Convention against Discrimination in Education; Article 11 (3), African
Charter on the Rights and Welfare of the Child; Article 13 (4) (a) (b) (c), African Youth Charter; Article 41
(2), Arab Charter on Human Rights; Article 31 (2), ASEAN Human Rights Declaration; Article 17 (2),
European Social Charter (revised); Article 14 (2), Charter of Fundamental Rights of the European Union;
Article 13 (3), Additional Protocol to the American Convention on Human Rights in the Area of Economic,
Social and Cultural Rights 'Protocol of San Salvador'
Guidance
Explanation: This question seeks to answer whether primary schools in a country provided free access.
To allow for cross-national comparisons this should be reported as the percentage of household spending
spent on education per year.
Necessary Definitions: "Household spending” includes any fees associated with the enrollment of an
individual in a school as well as books, meals, uniforms, and other associated costs.
Examples: In Tanzania in 2007, 7.7% of household spending is spent on education. 31% of this overall
spending on education was spent on primary education (Foko et al., 2012).
(0.077 * 0.31) * 100 = 2.4% of household spending spent on primary education.
Full Citation: Foko, B., Tiyab, B.K. & Husson, G. (2012). Household education spending: An analytical
and comparative perspective for 15 African countries. UNESCO-BREDA Working Paper. Dakar: Senegal.
Appropriate Supporting Documentation: Acceptable supporting documents may include government
reports, non-governmental research reports, local or international news articles, data from nationally
representative surveys or questionnaires, or data from a reputable regional or multi-national organization
such as the UN or the World Bank.
Potential Data Sources: Household Budget Surveys, ministry of finance, official public records, national
statistical office, ministry of education, WorldBank EdStats–Education expenditures, Unesco Institute for
Statistics–Education finance
Calculation: 3.1.5 is calculated as a percent subtracted from 1. For instance, if Australia reports 16% of
household spending is spent on primary education than their calculated score is 1-16% = 84%.

Question 3.1.5
What percent of household spending is spent on primary education?

Response

7

Supporting document/citation:
1. Zimbabwe Vulnerability Assessment Committee (ZIMVAC) Urban Livelihoods
Assessment April 2020 Report page 124

Year:

2020
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Researcher comment:

According to Zimbabwe Vulnerability Assessment Committee (ZIMVAC) Urban
Livelihoods Assessment Report (2020) the average household expenditure on
education in 2020 was 7%. However these statistics are not disaggregated by
education level, they are blanketing all education levels
Peer review 1 comment:

I agree with additional information.
This seems to be the only available number available but it is limited and only
suggests that 7% of all shareouts from those on internal savings and lending schemes
(ISAL) on education.
Peer review 2 comment:

--Please select from the options below--

Government comment:
--Please select from the options below--

RESULTS Educational Fund comment:
The original response appears correct and holds as the final response.

Question 3.1.6: What percent of household spending is spent on
secondary education? P W
Basis
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"Secondary education in its different forms, including technical and vocational secondary education, shall
be made generally available and accessible to all by every appropriate means, and in particular by the
progressive introduction of free education"
— International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, Article 13 (2) (b)
See also: Article 28 (1) (b), Convention on the Rights of the Child; Article 24 (2), Convention on the Rights
of Persons with Disabilities; Article 4 (a), UNESCO Convention against Discrimination in Education;
Article 11 (3) (b), African Charter on the Rights and Welfare of the Child; Article 13 (4) (b), African Youth
Charter; Article 31 (2), ASEAN Human Rights Declaration; Article 17 (2), European Social Charter
(revised); Article 13 (3) (b), Additional Protocol to the American Convention on Human Rights in the Area
of Economic, Social and Cultural Rights 'Protocol of San Salvador'
Guidance
Explanation: This question seeks to answer whether secondary schools in a country provided free
access. To allow for cross-national comparisons this should be reported as the percentage of household
spending spent on education per year.
Necessary Definitions: "Household Spending” includes any fees associated with the enrollment of an
individual in a school as well as books, meals, uniforms, and other associated costs.
Examples: In Tanzania in 2007, 7.7% of household spending is spent on education. 43% of this overall
spending on education was spent on lower secondary education (Foko et al., 2012).
(0.077 * 0.43) * 100 = 3.3% of household spending spent on lower secondary education.
Full Citation: Foko, B., Tiyab, B.K. & Husson, G. (2012). Household education spending: An analytical
and comparative perspective for 15 African countries. UNESCO-BREDA Working Paper. Dakar: Senegal.
Appropriate Supporting Documentation: Acceptable supporting documents may include government
reports, non-governmental research reports, local or international news articles, data from nationally
representative surveys or questionnaires, or data from a reputable regional or multi-national organization
such as the UN or the World Bank.
Potential Data Sources: Household Budget Surveys, ministry of finance, official public records, national
statistical office, ministry of education, WorldBank EdStats–Education expenditures, Unesco Institute for
Statistics–Education finance
Calculation: 3.1.6 is calculated as a percent subtracted from 1. For instance, if Chile reports 20% of
household spending is spent on secondary education then their calculated score is 1-20% = 80%.

Question 3.1.6
What percent of household spending is spent on secondary
education?

Response

7

Supporting document/citation:
1. Zimbabwe Vulnerability Assessment Committee (ZIMVAC) Urban Livelihoods
Assessment April 2020 Report page 124
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Year: 2020
Researcher comment:

According to Zimbabwe Vulnerability Assessment Committee (ZIMVAC) Urban
Livelihoods Assessment Report (2020) the average household expenditure on
education in 2020 was 7%. However these statistics are not disaggregated by
education level, they are blanketing all education levels
Peer review 1 comment:
I agree with additional information.

This seems to be the only available number available but it is limited and only
suggests that 7% of all shareouts from those on internal savings and lending schemes
(ISAL) on education.
Peer review 2 comment:

--Please select from the options below--

Government comment:
--Please select from the options below--

RESULTS Educational Fund comment:

The original response appears correct and holds as the final response.
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Question 3.1.7: Are tuition fees charged for public university/higher
education?P
Basis:
"Higher education shall be made equally accessible to all, on the basis of capacity, by every appropriate
means, and in particular by the progressive introduction of free education"
— International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, Article 13 (2) (c)
See also: Article 13 (2) (c), International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights; Article 28 (1)
(c), Convention on the Rights of the Child; Article 11 (3) (c), African Charter on the Rights and Welfare of
the Child; Article 31 (2), ASEAN Human Rights Declaration; Article 13 (4) (f), African Youth Charter;
Article 49 (c), Charter of the Organization of American States; Article 13 (3) (c), Additional Protocol to the
American Convention on Human Rights in the Area of Economic, Social and Cultural Rights 'Protocol of
San Salvador'
Guidance:
Explanation: This question seeks to answer whether, in practice, public higher education institutions in a
country charged a tuition fee for students to attend their school.
Necessary Definitions: "Tuition Fees” include any fees associated with the enrollment of an individual in a
school. This includes mandatory fees and the costs of books.
“Average income” is the country’s national average income level.
Examples: Average higher education tuition in Mexico in 2010 = $5077 (2010 HESA Global Higher
Education Rankings)
Appropriate Supporting Documentation: Acceptable supporting documents may include government
reports, non-governmental research reports, local or international news articles, data from nationally
representative surveys or questionnaires, or data from a reputable regional or multi-national organization
such as the UN or the World Bank.
Potential Data Sources: Household Budget Surveys, ministry of education,
Additional Guidance for Responses: A “yes” response to “part a” indicates that tuition fees (as defined
above) are charged by at least one public university/higher education institution in the country. A “yes”
response does not suggest that all public universities/higher education institutions charge a tuition fee.
Part b is the average tuition fee of all institutions that charge a tuition fee.
Calculation:
• 3.1.7a is calculated as yes = 0 and no = 1
• 3.1.7b is not calculated in RTEI scores.

Question 3.1.7

Response

a. Are tuition fees charged for public university/higher education?

YES

b. If yes, what is the average tuition fee for public university/higher
education out of the average national income?

20.58
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Supporting document/citation:

1. https://www.zou.ac.zw/sites/default/files/inline-files/FEES%201ST%20SEMESTER
%202021%20SPEEDSHEET_0.pdf
2.https://www.uz.ac.zw/index.php/faculties/160-fac-of-medicine/med-deparrtments/30
5-med-dpt-of-comm
3. https://www.chronicle.co.zw/250-percent-fees-hike-for-universities/
Year: 2021
Researcher comment:

Tuition fees for public universities differs with the university.

Peer review 1 comment:

I agree without any comment or additional supporting documents.

Peer review 2 comment:

I agree with additional information.
According to the World Bank, Zimbabwe's average national income is $1214.51. If the
average tuition fees are $250 as indicated by the partner this represents 20.58% of
national income.
Government comment:
--Please select from the options below--

RESULTS Educational Fund comment:
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The original response has been rectified based on review and/or additional information.

Response to b. changed from $250 to 20.58%.

Question 3.1.8: Is free basic education publicly provided for anyone
who has not completed primary education? S W
Basis
“To encourage and intensify by appropriate methods the education of persons who have not received any
primary education or who have not completed the entire primary education course and the continuation of
their education”.
— UNESCO Convention against Discrimination in Education, Article 4(c)
“Fundamental education shall be encouraged or intensified as far as possible for those persons who
have not received or completed the whole period of their primary education”.
— International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, Article 13(2)(d)
Guidance
Explanation: This question seeks to answer whether anyone who has not completed primary education
have access to free primary or basic education.
Necessary Definitions: "Basic Education”, also called fundamental education, is education that meets
‘basic learning needs’ which includes: '[...] essential learning tools (such as literacy, oral expression,
numeracy, and problem solving) and the basic learning content (such as knowledge, skills, values, and
attitudes) required by human beings to be able to survive, to develop their full capacities, to live and work
in dignity, to participate fully in development, to improve the quality of their lives, to make informed
decisions, and to continue learning.’
For a comprehensive definition see: Right to Education Initiative – Adult education and learning.
Appropriate Supporting Documentation: Acceptable supporting documents include national law such as a
national constitution or education act.
Potential Data Sources: Ministry of education, official public records, UNESCO Database on the Right to
Education, Right to Education Initiative – Where to Find Information, Planipolis, UNESCO International
Bureau on Education
Additional Guidance for Responses: A “yes” response indicates that a publicly provided program exists
for those who have not completed primary education to obtain the skills they need to be a literate member
of society. A “yes” response does not suggest that this program can be accessed by all individuals in
need or that the program is comprehensive or effective.
3.1.8 is calculated as:
• Yes = 1
• No = 0.
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Question 3.1.8
Is free basic education publicly provided for anyone who has not
completed primary education?
a. Yes
b. No

Response

SELECT
a
b

Supporting document/citation:
Section 2 of the Education Amendment Act of 2020 Accessed on
http://mopse.co.zw/sites/default/files/public/downloads/EDUCATION%
20AMENDMENT%20ACT%2C%202019%20%5B%20Act%2015-2019%5D.pdf
2. The National Non-Formal Education for Zimbabwe (2015):Promoting Pathways to
increase Access and Quality Education in Zimbabwe page 10

Researcher comment:
Section 2 (“Interpretation”) of the Education Act [Chapter 25:04] (hereinafter
called the “principal Act”) is amended—
(a) by the insertion of the following definitions “basic state funded education” means
(b) adult education up to form four. This means that even when an adult person or
anyone wants to continue with his or her primary school, basic state funded education
will be provided.
Peer review 1 comment:
Section 25 of the Education Amendment Act of 2020 also provides that (c) every
endeavour
to offer
formal supporting
education including
Ischool
agree shall
without
any comment
ornon
additional
documents.
adult education. The Non Formal Education Policy for Zimbabwe provides Adult Basic
Education Course which is a primary school programme for adults leading to grade 7
Examinations sat together with formal candidates. Adult Literacy classes and Distance
Education are used to reach these learners. There is also the Adult Literacy
Programme where adults are taught basic numeracy, writing and reading skills.

Peer review 2 comment:

--Please select from the options below--

Government comment:
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--Please select from the options below--

RESULTS Educational Fund comment:
The original response appears correct and holds as the final response.

Subtheme 3.2: Participation
Question 3.2.1: What is the gross enrollment rate?

P

Basis
"Primary education should be compulsory and available free to all"
— International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, Article 13,(2) (a)
"Secondary education in its different forms, including technical and vocational secondary education, shall
be made generally available and accessible to all by every appropriate means, and in particular by the
progressive introduction of free education"
— International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, Article 13 (2) (b)
"Higher education shall be made equally accessible to all, on the basis of capacity, by every appropriate
means, and in particular by the progressive introduction of free education"
— International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, Article 13 (2) (c)
See also: Article 28 (1), Convention on the Rights of the Child; Article 24 (2), Convention on the Rights of
Persons with Disabilities; Article 4, UNESCO Convention against Discrimination in Education; Article 7 (2)
(c), ILO Worst Forms of Child Labour Convention; Article 11 (3), African Charter on the Rights and
Welfare of the Child, Article 13 (4), African Youth Charter; Article 41 (2), Arab Charter on Human Rights;
Article 31 (2), ASEAN Human Rights Declaration; Article 17 (2), European Social Charter (revised); Article
49, Charter of the Organization of American States; Article 13 (3), Additional Protocol to the American
Convention on Human Rights in the Area of Economic, Social and Cultural Rights 'Protocol of San
Salvador'
Guidance
Explanation: This question seeks to answer how many individuals, regardless of age, were enrolled in
school relative to the total number of school age children. Note that this rate may be above 100 as it
includes all individuals enrolled regardless of age capturing late enrollment, early enrollment, and
repetition. If quintiles are not available but high-, middle-, and low-income categories are, include Q5 as
high, Q3 as middle, and Q1 as low-income categories.
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Necessary Definitions: "Gross Enrollment Rate” is defined as the number of individuals in a given level of
school, regardless of age, relative to the total number of individuals of the appropriate age to attend the
given level of school. This includes students enrolled in either public or private schools.
Examples: The overall gross enrollment ratio for primary schools for Jamaica in 2013 was 92.3. For males
it was 94.9 and for females it was 89.6 (World Bank Databank)
Appropriate Supporting Documentation: Acceptable supporting documents may include government
reports, non-governmental research reports, local or international news articles, or data from a reputable
regional or multi-national organization such as the UN or the World Bank.
Potential Data Sources: Ministry of education, national office of statistics, UNESCO Institute of Statistics,
World Bank EdStats, OECD Education at a Glance, UNICEF
Calculation: 3.2.1 is not included in RTEI overall scoring but is used in longitudinal analysis.

Response

Question 3.2.1
A: What is the gross enrollment rate for pre-primary schools?
a.
b.
c.
d.
e.
f.
g.
h.
i.
j.
k.

Overall gross enrollment rate for pre-primary schools
For males
For females
In urban schools
In rural schools
For the lowest income quintile
For the second income quintile
For the middle income quintile
For the fourth income quintile
For the highest income quintile
For students with disabilities

a.
b.
c.
d.
e.
f.
g.
h.
i.
j.
k.

46.19
46.62
45.77
No data
No data
No data
No data
No data
No data
No data
No data

a.
b.
c.
d.
e.
f.
g.
h.
i.
j.
k.

96.77
97.37
96.18
No data
No data
No data
No data
No data
No data
No data
No data

B: What is the gross enrollment rate for primary schools?
a.
b.
c.
d.
e.
f.
g.
h.
i.
j.
k.

Overall gross enrollment rate for primary schools
For males
For females
In urban schools
In rural schools
For the lowest income quintile
For the second income quintile
For the middle income quintile
For the fourth income quintile
For the highest income quintile
For students with disabilities
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C: What is the gross enrollment rate for secondary schools? W
a.
b.
c.
d.
e.
f.
g.
h.
i.
j.
k.

Overall gross enrollment rate for secondary schools
For males
For females
In urban schools
In rural schools
For the lowest income quintile
For the second income quintile
For the middle income quintile
For the fourth income quintile
For the highest income quintile
For students with disabilities

a.
b.
c.
d.
e.
f.
g.
h.
i.
j.
k.

52.09
51.56
52.63
No data
No data
No data
No data
No data
No data
No data
No data

a.
b.
c.
d.
e.
f.
g.
h.
i.
j.
k.

No data
No data
No data
No data
No data
No data
No data
No data
No data
No data
No data

a.
b.
c.
d.
e.
f.
g.
h.
i.
j.
k.

8.80
8.01
9.69
10.39
1.60
No data
No data
No data
No data
No data
No data

D: What is the gross enrollment rate for technical and vocational
training? W
a.
b.
c.
d.
e.
f.
g.
h.
i.
j.
k.

Overall gross enrollment rate for technical and vocational training
For males
For females
In urban schools
In rural schools
For the lowest income quintile
For the second income quintile
For the middle income quintile
For the fourth income quintile
For the highest income quintile
For students with disabilities

E: What is the gross enrollment rate for tertiary schools? W
a.
b.
c.
d.
e.
f.
g.
h.
i.
j.
k.

Overall gross enrollment rate for tertiary schools
For males
For females
In urban schools
In rural schools
For the lowest income quintile
For the second income quintile
For the middle income quintile
For the fourth income quintile
For the highest income quintile
For students with disabilities

Supporting document/citation:
1. Ministry of Primary and Secondary Education 2020 National Statistical Profile page
72 table 5.1
2. Ministry of Primary and Secondary Education 2020 National Statistical Profile page
82 table 5.12
2. Ministry of Primary and Secondary Education 2020 National Statistical Profile page
88 table 5.17
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Year: 2020
Researcher comment:

Zimbabwe has a GER of 46.19 % in ECD. This is actually a decrease from 57.24% in
2019. The primary school GER is 96.77%. Overally, the GER for secondary schools is
52.09%. However, all the data presented above is not disaggregated data.

Peer review 1 comment:

I agree with additional information.
Tertiary GER is available from UNESCO UIS and has been added to the table above.
Including 8.8% overall, 9.69% for females, and 8.01% for males. This data is from
2017. Urban Tertiary GER is 10.39% (from 2019), rural tertiary GER is 1.60% (from
2015). Pretty sure the question should be looking at students from urban and rural
locations attending tertiary, not that tertiary schools are located in urban or rural
Peer review 2 comment:
locations.
--Please select from the options below--

Government comment:

--Please select from the options below--

RESULTS Educational Fund comment:

The original response has been rectified based on review and/or additional information.
Additional information has been added for tertiary education.
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Question 3.2.2: What is the net enrollment rate? P
Basis
"Primary education should be compulsory and available free to all"
— International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, Article 13,(2) (a)
"Secondary education in its different forms, including technical and vocational secondary education, shall
be made generally available and accessible to all by every appropriate means, and in particular by the
progressive introduction of free education"
— International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, Article 13 (2) (b)
"Higher education shall be made equally accessible to all, on the basis of capacity, by every appropriate
means, and in particular by the progressive introduction of free education"
— International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, Article 13 (2) (c)
See also: Article 28 (1), Convention on the Rights of the Child; Article 24 (2), Convention on the Rights of
Persons with Disabilities; Article 4, UNESCO Convention against Discrimination in Education; Article 7 (2)
(c), ILO Worst Forms of Child Labour Convention; Article 11 (3), African Charter on the Rights and
Welfare of the Child, Article 13 (4), African Youth Charter; Article 41 (2), Arab Charter on Human Rights;
Article 31 (2), ASEAN Human Rights Declaration; Article 17 (2), European Social Charter (revised); Article
49, Charter of the Organization of American States; Article 13 (3), Additional Protocol to the American
Convention on Human Rights in the Area of Economic, Social and Cultural Rights 'Protocol of San
Salvador'
Guidance
Explanation: This question seeks to answer how many primary school age children are enrolled in school
relative to the total number of primary-school-age children.
Necessary Definitions: "Net enrollment rate” is defined as the number of individuals at the appropriate age
of a given school level actually enrolled at the given level of school. This includes students enrolled in
either public or private schools.
Examples: The overall net enrollment rate for primary schools in Jamaica in 2013 was 85.2%. For males it
was 86.6% and for females it was 83.7% (World Bank Databank).
Appropriate Supporting Documentation: Acceptable supporting documents may include government
reports, non-governmental research reports, local or international news articles, or data from a reputable
regional or multi-national organization such as the UN or the World Bank.
Potential Data Sources: Ministry of education, national office of statistics, UNESCO Institute of Statistics,
World Bank EdStats, OECD Education at a Glance, UNICEF
Calculation: 3.2.2aa and 3.2.2ba are calculated as percentages. No other aspects of 3.2.2 are calculated.

Question 3.2.2
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A: What is the net enrollment rate for pre-primary schools?
a.
b.
c.
d.
e.
f.
g.
h.
i.
j.
k.

Overall net enrollment rate for primary schools
For males
For females
In urban schools
In rural schools
For the lowest income quintile
For the second income quintile
For the middle income quintile
For the fourth income quintile
For the highest income quintile
For students with disabilities

a.
b.
c.
d.
e.
f.
g.
h.
i.
j.
k.

27.06
27.05
27.07
No data
No data
No data
No data
No data
No data
No data
No data

a.
b.
c.
d.
e.
f.
g.
h.
i.
j.
k.

85.57
85.52
85.62
No data
No data
No data
No data
No data
No data
No data
No data

a.
b.
c.
d.
e.
f.
g.
h.
i.
j.
k.

49.14
48.24
50.05
No data
No data
No data
No data
No data
No data
No data
No data

B: What is the net enrollment rate for primary schools?
a.
b.
c.
d.
e.
f.
g.
h.
i.
j.
k.

Overall net enrollment rate for primary schools
For males
For females
In urban schools
In rural schools
For the lowest income quintile
For the second income quintile
For the middle income quintile
For the fourth income quintile
For the highest income quintile
For students with disabilities

C: What is the net enrollment rate for secondary schools? W
a.
b.
c.
d.
e.
f.
g.
h.
i.
j.
k.

Overall net enrollment rate for secondary schools
For males
For females
In urban schools
In rural schools
For the lowest income quintile
For the second income quintile
For the middle income quintile
For the fourth income quintile
For the highest income quintile
For students with disabilities

Supporting document/citation:
Ministry of Primary and Secondary Education 2020 National Statistical Profile page
82 table 5.1
2. Ministry of Primary and Secondary Education 2020 National Statistical Profile page
43 table 3.8
2. Ministry of Primary and Secondary Education 2020 National Statistical Profile page
88 table 5.18
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Year: 2020
Researcher comment:

Zimbabwe has a primary school GER of 96.77 percent (97.37 for males, 96.18
percent for females). The NER for secondary schools is 49.17. Evidentially, the GERs
are higher than NERs of respective year (see Tables 5.17 and 5.18), across all levels
of secondary. This seems to be indicative of the inclusion of under/over-aged and
repeaters in the secondary school education of Zimbabwe

Peer review 1 comment:

I agree without any comment or additional supporting documents.

Peer review 2 comment:
--Please select from the options below--

Government comment:
--Please select from the options below--

RESULTS Educational Fund comment:
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The original response appears correct and holds as the final response.

Question 3.2.3: What is the completion rate?

PW

Basis
"Primary education should be compulsory and available free to all"
— International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, Article 13,(2) (a)
"Secondary education in its different forms, including technical and vocational secondary education, shall
be made generally available and accessible to all by every appropriate means, and in particular by the
progressive introduction of free education"
— International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, Article 13 (2) (b)
"Higher education shall be made equally accessible to all, on the basis of capacity, by every appropriate
means, and in particular by the progressive introduction of free education"
— International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, Article 13 (2) (c)
See also: Article 28 (1), Convention on the Rights of the Child; Article 24 (2), Convention on the Rights of
Persons with Disabilities; Article 4, UNESCO Convention against Discrimination in Education; Article 7 (2)
(c), ILO Worst Forms of Child Labour Convention; Article 11 (3), African Charter on the Rights and
Welfare of the Child, Article 13 (4), African Youth Charter; Article 41 (2), Arab Charter on Human Rights;
Article 31 (2), ASEAN Human Rights Declaration; Article 17 (2), European Social Charter (revised); Article
49, Charter of the Organization of American States; Article 13 (3), Additional Protocol to the American
Convention on Human Rights in the Area of Economic, Social and Cultural Rights 'Protocol of San
Salvador'
Guidance:
Explanation: This question seeks to answer what percentage of students completed the identified level of
education. It is calculated by taking the total number of students in the last grade of the given level, minus
the number of repeaters in that grade, divided by the total number of children of official graduation age.
Necessary Definitions: "Completion rate” is calculated by taking the total number of students in the last
grade of a given education level, minus the number of repeaters in that grade, divided by the total number
of children of official graduation age.
Appropriate Supporting Documentation: Acceptable supporting documents may include government
reports, non-governmental research reports, local or international news articles, or data from a reputable
regional or multi-national organization such as the UN or the World Bank.
Potential Data Sources: Ministry of education, national office of statistics, UNESCO Institute of Statistics,
World Bank EdStats, OECD Education at a Glance, UNICEF
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Calculation: 3.2.3aa, 3.2.3ba, 3.2.3ca, and 3.2.3da are calculated as percentages. No other aspects of
3.2.3 are calculated.

Question 3.2.3

Response

A: What is the primary school completion rate?
a.
b.
c.
d.
e.
f.
g.
h.
i.
j.
k.

Overall completion rate for public primary schools
For males
For females
In urban schools
In rural schools
For the lowest income quintile
For the second income quintile
For the middle income quintile
For the fourth income quintile
For the highest income quintile
For students with disabilities

a.
b.
c.
d.
e.
f.
g.
h.
i.
j.
k.

86.78
86.49
87.07
97.31
85.62
77.86
86.44
89.03
93.01
98.22
No data

a.
b.
c.
d.
e.
f.
g.
h.
i.
j.
k.

14.36
14.67
14.05
26.37
5.45
0.76
0.70
3.80
15.03
34.36
No data

B: What is the secondary school completion rate? W
a.
b.
c.
d.
e.
f.
g.
h.
i.
j.
k.

Overall completion rate for public secondary schools
For males
For females
In urban schools
In rural schools
For the lowest income quintile
For the second income quintile
For the middle income quintile
For the fourth income quintile
For the highest income quintile
For students with disabilities

C: What is the completion rate for technical and vocational training
programs? W
a. Overall completion rate for public technical and vocational training
programs
b. For males
c. For females
d. In urban schools
e. In rural schools
f. For the lowest income quintile
g. For the second income quintile
h. For the middle income quintile
i. For the fourth income quintile
j. For the highest income quintile
k. For students with disabilities

a. No data
b.
c.
d.
e.
f.
g.
h.
i.
j.
k.

No data
No data
No data
No data
No data
No data
No data
No data
No data
No data

D: What is the tertiary school completion rate? W
a. Overall completion rate for public tertiary schools
b. For males
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c.
d.
e.
f.
g.
h.
i.
j.
k.

For females
In urban schools
In rural schools
For the lowest income quintile
For the second income quintile
For the middle income quintile
For the fourth income quintile
For the highest income quintile
For students with disabilities

b.
c.
d.
e.
f.
g.
h.
i.
j.
k.

No data
No data
No data
No data
No data
No data
No data
No data
No data
No data

Supporting document/citation:
1. Ministry of Primary and Secondary Education Annual National Statistics Report
2020 page 165 Table 8.16
2. Ministry of Primary and Secondary Education Annual National Statistics Report
2020 page 166 Table 166
3. Ministry of Primary and Secondary Education Annual National Statistics Report
2020 page 167 Table 8.18

Year:

2020

Researcher comment:
The data presented on primary school completion rates is not inclusive of ECD/ pre primary school level. However the majority of the information on technical and
vocational colleges completion rate and private (tertiary, secondary and primary
schools) completion rates was not publicly available. They fall under Ministry of Higher
and Tertiary Education, Science and Technology Development which is currently not
producing statistical reports.

Peer review 1 comment:
I disagree with comment and/or additional supporting documents.

Adding additional information from UIS, including: Urban primary completion
rate=97.31% (2019); rural primary completion rate=85.62% (2019); poorest quintile
primary completion rate=77.86% (2019); 2nd quintile primary completion rate=86.44%
(2019); middle quintile primary completion rate=89.03% (2019); 4th quintile primary
completion rate=93.01% (2019); richest quintile primary completion rate=98.22%
Peer review 2 comment:
(2019). NOTE numbers between the ministry and UIS differ this may be because
ministry numbers
arethe
based
on on-time
--Please
select from
options
below--completion using age 12 population as the
denominator in calculating completion rate.
For secondary, it is not clear where the original numbers came from. Both lower and
upper secondary completion rates are available. Using upper secondary to denote the
end of secondary. Similar to primary this is lower than UIS numbers, potentially due to
differences in how they are calculated with the ministry focused on on-time/age 18
completion of upper secondary. Overall upper secondary completion rate=14.36%
(changed from 71.23%), female upper secondary completion rate=14.05% (changed
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from 45.72%), male upper secondary completion rate=14.67%. These three based on
table 8.18 of 2020 Statistical Report.

Government comment:

--Please select from the options below--

RESULTS Educational Fund comment:
The original response has been rectified based on review and/or additional information.

See reviewer 1 comment for changes and multiple additions
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Theme 4: Acceptability
Subtheme 4.1: Aims of Education
Question 4.1.1: Do national laws or policies direct education towards
the following aims? S
Basis
"States Parties agree that the education of the child shall be directed to: (a) The development of the
child's personality, talents and mental and physical abilities to their fullest potential, (b) The development
of respect for human rights and fundamental freedoms, and for the principles enshrined in the Charter of
the United Nations, (c) The development of respect for the child's parents, his or her own cultural identity,
language and values, for the national values of the country in which the child is living, the country from
which he or she may originate, and for civilizations different from his or her own, (d) The preparation of
the child for responsible life in a free society, in the spirit of understanding, peace, tolerance, equality of
sexes, and friendship among all peoples, ethnic, national and religious groups and persons of indigenous
origin, and (e) The development of respect for the natural environment"
— Convention on the Rights of the Child, Article 29 (1)
See also: Article 13 (1), International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights; Paras 4-5,
CESCR General Comment 13; CRC General Comment 1; Article 24 (1), Convention on the Rights of
Persons with Disabilities; United Nations Declaration on Human Rights Education and Training; Article 5,
UNESCO Convention against Discrimination in Education; Paras 3-4, 10 (a), & Section V, ILO/UNESCO
Recommendation concerning the Status of Teachers; Article 25, African (Banjul) Charter on Human and
People’s Rights; Article 11 (2), African Charter on the Rights and Welfare of the Child; Article 13 (3),
African Youth Charter; Article 41 (4), Arab Charter on Human Rights; Article 31 (3), ASEAN Human
Rights Declaration; Article 13 (2), Additional Protocol to the American Convention on Human Rights in the
Area of Economic, Social and Cultural Rights 'Protocol of San Salvador'
Guidance
Explanation: This question seeks to answer whether specific aims of education are explicitly included in
the national laws of a country.
Necessary Definitions: “Child’s personality, talent, and mental and physical abilities” speaks to the holistic
development of the full potential of the child.
“Respect for the child’s parents…and other civilizations” speaks to a child’s enhanced sense of identity
and affiliation.
“Child’s responsibilities in a free society…and friendship among all persons and groups” speaks to his or
her socialization and interaction with others.
Appropriate Supporting Documentation: Acceptable supporting documents include national law such as a
national constitution or education act.
Potential Data Sources: Ministry of education, official public records, UNESCO Database on the Right to
Education, Right to Education Initiative – Where to Find Information, Planipolis, UNESCO International
Bureau on Education

RTEI 2021 Questionnaire: Acceptability

111

Additional Guidance for Responses: A “yes” response indicates that the appropriate language is present
in the law. A “yes” response does not suggest the law is comprehensive or effective.
4.1.1 is calculated as:
• Yes =1
• More than half of decentralized laws and policies include these aims = .66
• Less than half of decentralized laws and policies include these aims = .33
• No = 0
For decentralized systems:

Question 4.1.1

Yes

More than half of
decentralized laws
and policies
include these aims

Less than half of
decentralized laws
and policies
include these aims

No

Do national laws or policies direct
education towards the following aims?
a. The full development of the child’s
personality, talents, and mental and
physical abilities?
b. The development of respect for
human rights and fundamental
freedoms?
c.

The development of respect for the
child’s parents, cultural identity,
language, and values, as well as
respect for the values of the child’s
country and other civilizations?

d. The development of the child’s
responsibilities in a free society,
including understanding, peace,
tolerance, equality, and friendship
among all persons and groups?
e. The development of respect for the
natural environment?

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

Supporting document/citation:

1. The Zimbabwe National Pledge Accessed on
http://mopse.co.zw/sites/default/files/public/The%20Zimbabwe%20National%
20Pledge.pdf
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Researcher comment:
Zimbabwean school children recite the National Pledge every morning at school after
they have sung the National Anthem. The Pledge was officially launched in April 2016. It
aims to instil patriotism and commitment to the national interest and helps familiarize
children with the new Constitution and the cherishing of the value of hard work as
embedded in the new Curriculum Framework 2015 – 2022. The wording of the school
pledge is extracted from the preamble of Zimbabwe’s National Constitution which was
adopted in 2013

Peer review 1 comment:
I disagree with comment and/or additional supporting documents.

I do not believe that the national pledge meets the standard of national law.

Peer review 2 comment:
--Please select from the options below--

Government comment:
--Please select from the options below--

RESULTS Educational Fund comment:
The original response has been rectified based on review and/or additional information.

C has been moved from yes to no.
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Question 4.1.2: Does the national curriculum direct education towards
the following aims? P
Basis
"The effective promotion of article 29 (1) requires the fundamental reworking of curricula to include the
various aims of education and the systematic revision of textbooks and other teaching materials and
technologies, as well as school policies."
Guidance

— Committee on the Rights of the Child, General Comment 1, Paragraph 18

Explanation: This question seeks to answer whether the national curriculum includes language that
addresses specific aims of education.
Necessary Definitions: “National curriculum” outlines the subjects and content used in schools to aid
nationwide uniformity of education quality. It is usually legislated by the national government but may
coordinate with state and regional authorities for administration.
“Child’s personality, talent, and mental and physical abilities” speaks to the holistic development of the full
potential of the child.
“Respect for the child’s parents…and other civilizations” speaks to a child’s enhanced sense of identity
and affiliation.
“Child’s responsibilities in a free society…and friendship among all persons and groups” speaks to his or
her socialization and interaction with others.
Examples: “Malta’s National Curriculum Framework (NCF). The overarching principle upon which this
framework has been constructed is that of giving children and young people an appropriate entitlement of
learning that enables them to accomplish their full potential as individual persons and as citizens of a
small State within the European Union.” (A National Curriculum Framework for All, 2012)
“During the Junior Years cycle, children are introduced to democratic values that are related to respect of
fundamental freedoms, human rights and responsibilities as well as diversity, active participation and
dealing with change.” (A National Curriculum Framework for All [Malta], 2012)
“The learning of History contributes to the development of the students’ sense of identity as Maltese
citizens as well as citizens of Europe and members of a wider global community.” (A National Curriculum
Framework for All [Malta], 2012)
“The National Curriculum Framework aims at: (4) providing quality time for social interaction, non-formal
learning and peer activity” (A National Curriculum Framework for All [Malta], 2012)
“Education for Sustainable Development (ESD) is about learning that:
- re-orients education to address sustainable development.
- respects, values and preserves past achievements.
- values the Earth’s resources and its peoples.
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-

strives towards a world in which all humans have access to sufficient food and water, a
healthy and productive life, basic education, and a safer and just environment.
assesses, cares for and restores the state of our planet.” (A National Curriculum Framework
for All [Malta], 2012)

Appropriate Supporting Documentation: Acceptable supporting documents may include the official
national curriculum or government policies outlining the national curriculum.
Potential Data Sources: Ministry of education, Web Links to Select National Curriculum, teachers’ union
website, UNESCO International Bureau on Education, UNESCO—Teachers
Additional Guidance for Responses: A “yes” response indicates that the aims are included in the national
curriculum. A “yes” response does not suggest that the incorporation of the aims into the national
curriculum are comprehensive or that the curriculum is being implemented.
4.1.2 is calculated as:
• Yes =1
• More than half of decentralized laws and policies include these aims = .66
• Less than half of decentralized laws and policies include these aims = .33
• No = 0

Question 4.1.2

Yes

More than half
of decentralized
curricula
include these
aims

Less than half
of decentralized
curricula
include these
aims

No

Does the national curriculum direct
education towards the following aims?
a. The full development of the child’s
personality, talents, and mental and
physical abilities?
b. The development of respect for human
rights and fundamental freedoms?
c.

The development of respect for the
child’s parents, cultural identity,
language, and values, as well as
respect for the values of the child’s
country and other civilizations?

✔

✔

✔

d. The development of the child’s
responsibilities in a free society,
including understanding, peace,
tolerance, equality, and friendship
among all persons and groups?

✔

e. The development of respect for the
natural environment?

✔

Supporting document/citation:
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1. Section 2 (f) of the Zimbabwe Advanced Level History main syllabus (9155) page 1
2. Section 2 (2.8) of the Zimbabwe Advanced Level Art Syllabus (9191) page 2
3. Zimbabwe Advanced Level Geography Syllabus (9156) paragraph 3 first bullet page
2
4. Ministry of Primary and Secondary Education 2015-2022 Curriculum Framework
page 6 5.Ministry of Primary and Secondary Education Education 2015-2022
Curriculum Framework page 37 and 38
Researcher comment:
The Zimbabwean Education Syllabuses directs education aims to the above mentioned
aims from "a" to "e" . Section 2 subsection 2.8 of the Zimbabwe Advanced Level
History Syllabus aims to sensitize students on issues of human rights, gender and
democracy. Section 2 subsection 2.8 of the Zimbabwe Advanced Level Art Syllabus
aims to raise awareness and appreciation of the interdependence of Art and Design
and the individual within cultural contexts. The Advanced Level Geography aims to
develop the respect of the natural environment. The Zimbabwean Curriculum for
2016-2022 aims to promote the development of children's personalities,talents, mental,
physical
abilities
for learners through the entrenchment of theoretical and practical
Peer review
1 comment:
subjects as well as the introduction of continuous assessment which aims to develop
other
abilities
of learners.
I agree
with additional
information.
C & D can be found in 1.6.1 of National Curriculum Framework; 1.6.4 speaks to rights
(B) and protecting the natural environment (D). The collection of principles and aims in
the Framework address A.

Peer review 2 comment:
--Please select from the options below--

Government comment:
--Please select from the options below--
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RESULTS Educational Fund comment:

The original response appears correct and holds as the final response.

Question 4.1.3: Does the required training for teachers include
improving the skills necessary for teaching towards the full
development of the following aims? P
Basis
"Pre-service and in-service training schemes which promote the principles reflected in Article 29(1) are
thus essential for teachers, educational administrators and others involved in child education"
Guidance

— Committee on the Rights of the Child, General Comment 1, Para.18

Explanation: This question seeks to answer whether the standard teacher training in a country is
designed to develop the teacher’s ability to teach to specific aims of education.
Necessary Definitions: "Required training” includes the training that meets the standards laid out by the
government to become a certified teacher.
“Child’s personality, talent, and mental and physical abilities” speaks to the holistic development of the full
potential of the child.
“Respect for the child’s parents…and other civilizations” speaks to a child’s enhanced sense of identity
and affiliation.
“Child’s responsibilities in a free society…and friendship among all persons and groups” speaks to his or
her socialization and interaction with others.
Examples: Teacher education includes compulsory course in Islamic Studies/Ethics and professional
course in Methods of Teaching Islamic Studies which emphasize history and understanding of Islamic
Civilization – Fulfills 4.1.3c (2010 Revised Curriculum of Education, Higher Education CommissionPakistan).
Appropriate Supporting Documentation: Acceptable supporting documents may include government
reports, non-governmental research reports, local or international news articles, national teacher training
standards, or curriculum of teacher training that meets national standards.
Potential Data Sources: Ministry of education, Web Links to Select National Curriculum, teachers’ union
website, UNESCO International Bureau on Education, UNESCO—Teachers
Additional Guidance for Responses: A “yes” response indicates that the aims are included in the
mandatory training for teachers. A “yes” response should not be given if the aim is only included in a
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voluntary or elective portion of the training. A “yes” response does not suggest that the incorporation of
the aims into teacher training is comprehensive or that the training leads to specific classroom practices.
4.1.3 is calculated as:
• Yes = 1
• No = 0

Question 4.1.3
Does the required training for teachers include improving the
skills necessary for teaching towards the full development of the
following aims?
a. The full development of the child’s personality, talents, and
mental and physical abilities?

YES

b. The development of respect for human rights and
fundamental freedoms?

YES

c.

The development of respect for the child’s parents, cultural
identity, language, and values, as well as respect for the
values of the child’s country and other civilizations?

YES

d. The development of the child’s responsibilities in a free
society, including understanding, peace, tolerance, equality,
and friendship among all persons and groups?

YES

e. The development of respect for the natural environment?

YES

Supporting document/citation:
1.http://www.gzu.ac.zw/index.php/gzu/131-gzufaculties/education/department-of-teach
er-development/263-bachelor-of-e ducation-honours-secondary-pre-service (Q4.1.3
d)
2.http://www.gzu.ac.zw/index.php/gzufaculties/faculty-of-education/departments-and-p
rogrammes/128-gzu/gzufaculties/education/department-of-curriculum-studies/241-bac
helor-of-education-honours-primry-in-service (Q 4.1.3 a, b, c, e)
3.http://www.uz.ac.zw/index.php/teacher-programmes/110-faculty-of-education/teache
r-education/215-bachelor-of-teacher-education-b-ted-options-in-art-and-design-musicResearcher comment:
education-physical-education (Q 4.1.3 a)
The Zimbabwean Teacher Training in Teacher Training Institutions covers compulsory
modules which include Introduction to Zimbabwean Culture and Heritage, Social
Studies, Environmental Science Education and Physical Education for Special
Populations to mention just a few which improve the skills necessary for teaching
towards the full development of the aims mentioned from "a" to"e". Such modules are
meant to equip teachers with skills to promote the development of children to their full
potential both mentally and physically, respect of the local cultures and the respect of
the
natural
environment
Peer
review
1 comment:
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I agree without any comment or additional supporting documents.

Peer review 2 comment:

--Please select from the options below--

Government comment:

--Please select from the options below--

RESULTS Educational Fund comment:
The original response appears correct and holds as the final response.

Question 4.1.4: Are there established mechanisms to ensure that
textbooks used in both public and private schools are aligned with
the curriculum guidelines provided by the ministry of education? S
Basis
"The effective promotion of article 29 (1) requires the fundamental reworking of curricula to include the
various aims of education and the systematic revision of textbooks and other teaching materials and
technologies, as well as school policies." (CRC General Comment 1.18)
Guidance

— Committee on the Rights of the Child, General Comment, Para.18

Explanation: This question seeks to answer whether mechanisms, such as textbook selection, are in
place to ensure that the textbooks used in schools align with a national curriculum based on developing
the child’s personality, talents, and abilities; respect for human rights and fundamental freedoms; respect
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for parents, cultural identity and other cultures and countries; sense of responsibility in a free society; and
respect for the natural environment.
Necessary Definitions: “Textbooks” include both access to traditional hard copies and electronic copies.
Examples: The Ministry of Education in Japan uses a Textbook Examination Procedure which is
“designed to screen textbooks in order to ensure that they conform to the purpose and policy of education
as specified by the Fundamental Law of Education and the purpose of the school and objectives of
education as specified by the School Education Law.” This includes ensuring that information in the
textbook is mapped onto the national Courses of Study.
Appropriate Supporting Documentation: Acceptable supporting documents may include government
reports, non-governmental research reports, local or international news articles, or national textbook
adoption procedures and regulations.
Potential Data Sources: Ministry of education, Web Links to Select National Curriculum, teachers’ union
website, UNESCO International Bureau on Education, UNESCO—Teachers
Additional Guidance for Responses: A “yes” response indicates that a mechanism has been established
to align textbook with the curriculum guidelines. A “yes” response does not suggest that all textbooks in
use are aligned or that the mechanism in use is effective.
4.1.4 is calculated as:
• Yes = 1
• No = 0

Question 4.1.4
Are there established mechanisms to ensure that textbooks used in
both public and private schools and aligned with the curriculum
guidelines provided by the Ministry of Education?
a. Yes

Response

SELECT
a
b

b. No

Supporting document/citation:

1.Chakanyuka S, Chung F and Stevenson T, Draft Report on the Rapid Assessment
of Primary and Secondary Schools conducted by the National Education Advisory
Board (2009)

Researcher comment:
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According to Chakanyuka etal (2009), "Curriculum Development Unit (CDU) approves
textbooks written to the prescribed syllabus". By so doing, CDU will be ensuring the
alignment of textbooks with the curriculum guidelines provided by the Ministry of
Primary and Secondary Education. The Curriculum Development Unit (CDU) develops
and
revise
syllabuses,
promotes creative teaching and interactive methodologies,
Peer
review
1 comment:
organizes course on curricular matters, tests and evaluate the curriculum and
conducts
research
intoinformation.
curricular issues
I agree with
additional
The work of the Curriculum Development Unit is also described in the Commonwealth
of Learning's unit on curriculum implementation, available at
https://www.academia.edu/32918242/UNIT_6_CURRICULUM_IMPLEMENTATION?
auto=download
Peer review 2 comment:
--Please select from the options below--

Government comment:

--Please select from the options below--

RESULTS Educational Fund comment:

The original response appears correct and holds as the final response.

Question 4.1.5: Does national curriculum include the following
topics? P
Basis
For Health and Wellbeing:
"The Committee urges States Parties, in line with articles 28 and 29 of the Convention to: (d) initiate and
support measures, attitudes and activities that promote healthy behaviour by including relevant topics in
school curricula"
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— Committee on the Rights of the Child, General Comment 4, Para.17
For Human Rights:
"Include in the educational curriculum information on human rights, including women and children's rights,
gender equality and self-awareness and contribute to eliminating gender stereotypes and fostering an
environment of non-discrimination"
— Committee on the Rights of the Child, General Comment 18, Para. 7, Section 3.2.68(c)
For the Arts:
"Consistent with obligations under article 29 concerning the aims of education, appropriate time and
expertise must be allocated within the school curriculum for children to learn, participate in and generate
cultural and artistic activities, including music, drama, literature, poetry and art, as well as sports and
games."
— Committee on the Rights of the Child, General Comment 17, Para. 8 (g)
See also: CEDAW 10(f), CRC 24.2(e), CRC General Comment 15.B(e), CRC General Comment 3.16,
CRC General Comment 5.68, CRC 42
Guidance
Explanation: This question seeks to answer whether the national curriculum includes an emphasis on
health and well-being, human rights, and the arts–including music, drama, and literature.
Necessary Definitions: “National curriculum” outlines the subjects and content used in schools to aid
nationwide uniformity of education quality. It is usually legislated by the national government but may
coordinate with state and regional authorities for administration.
Examples: For Health and Well-being: “The learning experiences that take place during health education
activities aim at equipping learners with the necessary knowledge, competencies, skill, attitudes, and
values which they need to maintain, promote and enhance physical, emotional, psychological and social
well-being throughout their school life and as lifelong learners.”
For Human Rights: “During the Junior Years cycle, children are introduced to democratic values that are
related to respect of fundamental freedoms, human rights and responsibilities as well as diversity, active
participation and dealing with change.”
For the Arts: “This learning area which includes Art, Music, Dance and Drama provides opportunities for
learners to be creative and imaginative, to experience enjoyment and inspiration, and to develop skills in
the visual and performing arts.” (A National Curriculum Framework for All [Malta], 2012)
Appropriate Supporting Documentation: Acceptable supporting documents may include the official
national curriculum, national laws or policies, government reports, or non-governmental research reports.
Potential Data Sources: Ministry of education, Web Links to Select National Curriculum, teachers’ union
website, UNESCO International Bureau on Education, UNESCO—Teachers
Additional Guidance for Responses: A “yes” response indicates that the topic is included in the national
curriculum. A “yes” response does not suggest that topic is comprehensively covered or that the
curriculum is being implemented.
4.1.5 is calculated as:
• Yes =1
• More than half of decentralized laws and policies include these aims = .66
• Less than half of decentralized laws and policies include these aims = .33
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•

No = 0

Question 4.1.5

Yes

More than
half of
decentralized
curricula
include these
topics

Less than
half of
decentralized
curricula
include these
topics

No

Does national curriculum include the following
topics?
a. Health and Well-being

✔

b. Human Rights

✔

c.

✔

The Arts

Supporting document/citation:
1. Ministry of Primary and Secondary Education Education 2015-2020 Curriculum
Framework page 6
2. Section 2 (f) of the Zimbabwe Advanced Level History main syllabus (9155) page 1
3. Section 2 (2.8) of the Zimbabwe Advanced Level Art Syllabus (9191) 2012-2016
page 2
4. Section 7.7 of the Zimbabwe Junior Certificate Guidance and Counseling Syllabus
page
4
Researcher
comment:
The national curriculum include human rights, arts and health and well-being topics.
These topics are in the history, guidance and counseling and art syllabuses among
other syllabuses. The aim is for children to have both theoretical and practical
concepts which promote their development to full potential. The Ministry of Primary
and Secondary Education introduced the new curriculum which has these topics. The
curriculum includes Health and Well-being, Human Rights and The Arts from the
primary
level education
right through to tertiary education. Health and Well being is
Peer review
1 comment:
taught through guidance and counselling, biology, integrated science at secondary
school
thisany
is done
through
general paper
at primary
education. Human Rights
I agreewhile
without
comment
or additional
supporting
documents.
are taught through history at secondary school and National Strategic Studies at
tertiary institutions, teacher training colleges and vocational trainings centres

Peer review 2 comment:
--Please select from the options below--
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Government comment:
--Please select from the options below--

RESULTS Educational Fund comment:

The original response appears correct and holds as the final response.

Question 4.1.6: Do national laws include children in the decisionmaking process of school curricula, school policies, and codes of
behavior? S W
Basis
"Education authorities have to include children's…views in the planning of curricula"
— Committee on the Rights of the Child, General Comment 12, Para.107
"Steady participation of children in decision-making processes should be achieved…where they freely
express their views on the development and implementation of school policies and codes of behavior.
These rights need to be enshrined in legislation"
— Committee on the Rights of the Child, General Comment 12, Para.110
Guidance
Explanation: This question seeks to answer whether national law explicitly includes children in the
education decision making process. This should include children having a voice in choosing school
curriculum, deciding on school policies and establishing codes of behavior and is often done through the
inclusion of children on a school leadership or governing board.
Necessary Definitions: “School Curricula” includes the curricula chosen by the school to address the
national curriculum and meet educational standards.
“Codes of Behavior” is defined as the set of rules established by school leaders – including
administration, teachers, and students – that regulate appropriate behavior at school or while conducting
school business.
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Appropriate Supporting Documentation: Acceptable supporting documents include national laws and
regulations.
Potential Data Sources: Ministry of education, official public records, UNESCO Database on the Right to
Education, Right to Education Initiative – Where to Find Information, Planipolis, UNESCO International
Bureau on Education
Additional Guidance for Responses: A “yes” response indicates that the appropriate language is present
in the law. A “yes” response does not suggest the law is comprehensive or effective.
4.1.6 is calculated as:
• Yes = 1
• No = 0

Question 4.1.6
Do national laws include children in the decision-making process of
school curricula, school policies, and codes of behavior?
a. Yes

Response

SELECT
a
b

b. No

Supporting document/citation:
1. Section 68A (1) and (2)(c) of Zimbabwe Education Amendment Act Chapter 24:04
(2020)

Researcher comment:
This indicates that the national laws do not include children in decision making
processes at school level as issues that concerns school governance are left to be
dealt with the Ministry. However, CSOs in Zimbabwe are striving to establish Child
Advisory Boards in schools so as to enhance participation of children in school
governance.

Peer review 1 comment:

I agree without any comment or additional supporting documents.
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Peer review 2 comment:

--Please select from the options below--

Government comment:
--Please select from the options below--

RESULTS Educational Fund comment:

The original response appears correct and holds as the final response.

Subtheme 4.2: Learning Environment
Question 4.2.1: Has the national government adopted specific
measures to protect children from violence and abuse in school?

S

Basis
"States Parties shall take all appropriate legislative, administrative, social and educational measures to
protect the child from all forms of physical or mental violence, injury or abuse, neglect or negligent
treatment, maltreatment or exploitation, including sexual abuse, while in the care of parent(s), legal
guardian(s) or any other person who has the care of the child"
— Convention on the Rights of the Child, Article 19 (1)
See also: Articles 7, International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights; Article 19, Convention on the
Rights of the Child; CRC General Comment 8; Article 12 (1) (c) & (d), Protocol to the African Charter on
Human and Peoples’ Rights on the Rights of Women in Africa; Article 17 (1) (b) & 7 (10), European Social
Charter (revised); Article 3, European Convention on Human Rights; Article 6, Inter-American Convention
on the Prevention, Punishment, and Eradication of Violence Against Women; Article 5, American
Convention on Human Rights 'Pact of San José, Costa Rica'
Guidance
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Explanation: This question seeks to answer whether a country has adopted clear measures through the
establishment of laws, trainings, and social and educational supports to protect the child from all types of
violence and abuse.
Necessary Definitions: “Violence” includes all forms of violence: emotional, verbal, physical, sexual,
mental or psychological, and bullying.
School violence can be perpetrated by students, teachers, and other school staff, and sometimes by
members of the community. It occurs not only in the physical infrastructure of schools, but also on the
journey to and from school, during extracurricular activities, at home, and through the use of technology
(cyberbullying, for example).
Examples: “In the case of Kenya, Article 29 of the new constitution, which came into force in August
2010, prohibits all forms of violence from either public or private sources, a ban that is binding for all State
organs and all persons. Article 53 provides that every child has the right to be protected from abuse,
neglect, harmful cultural practices, all forms of violence, inhuman treatment and punishment, and
hazardous or exploitative labour.” (Tackling Violence in Schools: A Global Perspective, by SRSG on
Violence Against Children, 2011, p. 7)
Appropriate Supporting Documentation: Acceptable supporting documents may include government
reports, non-governmental research reports, local or international news articles, the national constitution,
national education acts, or national plan of action.
Potential Data Sources: Ministry of education, official public records, UNESCO Database on the Right to
Education, Right to Education Initiative – Where to Find Information, Planipolis, UNESCO International
Bureau on Education
Additional Guidance for Responses: A “yes” response indicates that a measure has been established to
protect children from violence and abuse in school. A “yes” response does not suggest that the measure
is universally applied or effective.
4.2.1 is calculated as:
• Yes = 1
• No = 0

Question 4.2.1
Has the national government adopted specific measures to protect
children from violence and abuse in school?
a. Yes

Response

SELECT
a
b

b. No

Supporting document/citation:
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Researcher comment:

Section 68A of the Education Amendment Act stipulates that:
(1) The responsible authority of every school shall draw up a disciplinary policy for the
school in accordance with standards set out in regulations prescribed by the Minister
for the purpose.
(2) The regulations and any disciplinary policy shall
(a) not permit any treatment which
(i)
does
not respect
the human dignity of a pupil; or
Peer
review
1 comment:
(ii) amounts to physical or psychological torture, or to cruel, inhuman or degrading
treatment
or additional
punishment;
I agree with
information.
In
addition,
Section
19 of by
themany
Constitution
specifically
provides
children and
This
is further
reinforced
international
conventions
thatforZimbabwe
hasit focus
on
the
protection
of
children
from
all
forms
of
abuse
and
exploitation.
acceded to which include the Convention on the Elimination of All forms of Violence
Against Women (CEDAW) (1991), the Convention on Civil and Political Rights
(CCPR); the Global Platform for Action and the Beijing Declaration (1995). Zimbabwe
is also a signatory to the SADC Declaration on Gender and Development as well as its
Peer review 2 comment:
addendum on the Prevention and Eradication of Violence Against Women and
Children.
Such provisions
help tobelow-protect children from exploitation in all settings
--Please select
from the options
including in schools. In addition schools are guided by a circular which states that all
matters of sexual abuse should be immediately reported to the police and the District
Social Welfare Office(Secretary's circular No.5, 2000. Prevention and Management of
cases of child physical, emotional and sexual abuse: Procedural Guidelines for
Schools.

Government comment:
In 2021, the Ministry of Primary and Secondary Education made Zimbabwe a
signatory
to the from
Safe the
to learn
Campaign
--Please select
options
below-- to address violence in schools.

RESULTS Educational Fund comment:
The original response appears correct and holds as the final response.

Question 4.2.2: In practice, are children in schools free from violence
and abuse? P
Basis
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"States Parties shall take all appropriate legislative, administrative, social and educational measures to
protect the child from all forms of physical or mental violence, injury or abuse, neglect or negligent
treatment, maltreatment or exploitation, including sexual abuse, while in the care of parent(s), legal
guardian(s) or any other person who has the care of the child"
— Convention on the Rights of the Child, Article 19 (1)
See also: Articles 7, International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights; Article 19, Convention on the
Rights of the Child; CRC General Comment 8; Article 12 (1) (c) & (d), Protocol to the African Charter on
Human and Peoples’ Rights on the Rights of Women in Africa; Article 17 (1) (b) & 7 (10), European Social
Charter (revised); Article 3, European Convention on Human Rights; Article 6, Inter-American Convention
on the Prevention, Punishment, and Eradication of Violence Against Women; Article 5, American
Convention on Human Rights 'Pact of San José, Costa Rica'
Guidance
Explanation: This question seeks to answer whether in practice children are protected from all types of
violence and abuse.
Necessary Definitions: “Violence” includes all forms of violence: emotional, verbal, physical, sexual,
mental or psychological, and bullying.
School violence can be perpetrated by students, teachers, and other school staff, and sometimes by
members of the community. It occurs not only in the physical infrastructure of schools, but also on the
journey to and from school, during extracurricular activities, at home, and through the use of technology
(cyberbullying, for example).
Examples: “School violence in the U.S. reached a peak in 1993, according to the National Center for
Education Statistics. That year, there were 42 homicides by students in total, as well as 13 "serious
violent crimes" — rape, sexual assault, robbery and aggravated assault — per 1,000 students at primary
and secondary schools. By 2010, the latest figures available, those numbers had decreased to two
homicides and four violent crimes per 1,000 students. (Violence in Schools: How big a problem is it?)
Appropriate Supporting Documentation: Acceptable supporting documents may include government
reports, non-governmental research reports, local or international news articles, the national constitution,
national education acts, or national plan of action.
Potential Data Sources: Ministry of education, UNESCO—School violence and bullying
Additional Guidance for Responses: “Very common in practice” suggests that greater than 1 in 3 students
are subject to violence or abuse in school; “regularly practiced” suggests that approximately 1 in 10 to 1 in
3 are subject to violence or abuse in school; and “rarely practiced” suggests that less than 1 in 10 are
subject to violence or abuse in school.
4.2.2 is calculated as:
• Yes, violence and abuse are very common in practice = 0
• Yes, violence and abuse are regularly practiced = .33
• Yes, violence and abuse are rarely practiced = .66
• No = 1

Question 4.2.2

RTEI 2021 Questionnaire: Acceptability

Response

129

In practice, do children encounter violence and abuse in schools?
a. Yes, violence and abuse are very common in practice.
b. Yes, violence and abuse are regularly practiced.
c.

Yes, violence and abuse are rarely practiced.

d. No.

SELECT
a
b
c
d

Supporting document/citation:

1.https://iharare.com/private-school-teachers-brutal-attack-on-student-shocks-zimbab
weans/
2. https://inee.org/es/node/10854

Researcher comment:
Regardless of laws that prohibit perpetuation of violence in schools, violence, in all its
diverse forms, is still rampant in many Zimbabwean learning institutions. Children in
schools continue to face corporal punishment and violence, and bullying.

Peer review 1 comment:

I agree without any comment or additional supporting documents.
A study in urban centres in Zimbabwe shows an overall prevalence rate of 79.2 % with
males (81.6 %) slightly more likely to be physically abused than females (76.5 %). The
most common forms of CPA were being hit or beaten (78.9 %), threatened (55.2 %)
and chased (47.2 %). Economic hardships, abuse of power by adults, alcohol abuse,
and lack of education were mentioned as the major causes of CPA
(https://www.researchgate.net/publication/289239778_Child_Physical_Abuse_Among
Peer review 2 comment:
_Urban_Secondary_School_Pupils_in_Zimbabwe).
--Please select from the options below--
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Government comment:
--Please select from the options below--

RESULTS Educational Fund comment:
The original response appears correct and holds as the final response.

Question 4.2.3: Do national laws prohibit corporal punishment in
schools? S
Basis
"States Parties shall take all appropriate measures to ensure that school discipline is administered in a
manner consistent with the child’s human dignity and in conformity with the present Convention"
— Convention on the Rights of the Child, Article 28 (4)
See also: Articles 4, 19 & 28 (2), Convention on the Rights of the Child; CRC General Comment 8;
Articles 2 (2) & 7, International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights; Rule 67, United Nations Rules for
the Protection of Juveniles Deprived of their Liberty; Article 16, Convention against Torture and Other
Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment; Article 11 (5), African Charter on the Rights and
Welfare of the Child; Article 3, European Convention on Human Rights; Article 17 (1) (b), European
Social Charter (revised); Article 5, American Convention on Human Rights 'Pact of San José, Costa Rica'
Guidance
Explanation: This question seeks to answer whether national law explicitly prohibits the use of corporal
punishment in schools.
Necessary Definitions: "Corporal Punishment” includes physical punishment that is intended to cause
some degree of pain or discomfort, however light, and non-physical punishment that is cruel or degrading
in nature.
Appropriate Supporting Documentation: Acceptable supporting documents include national law such as a
national constitution or education act.
Potential Data Sources: Global Initiative to End All Corporal Punishment of Children, ministry of
education, official public records, UNESCO Database on the Right to Education, Right to Education
Initiative – Where to Find Information, Constitute Project, Planipolis, UNESCO International Bureau on
Education
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Additional Guidance for Responses: A “yes” response indicates that the appropriate language is present
in the law. A “yes” response does not suggest the law is comprehensive or effective.
4.2.3 is calculated as:
• Yes = 1
• No = 0

Question 4.2.3
Do national laws prohibit corporal punishment in schools?
a. Yes
b. No

Response

SELECT
a
b

Supporting document/citation:
1. Section 53 of the Constitution of Zimbabwe Amendment (No 20) Act 2013 page 29
accessed on http://www.veritaszim.net/node/315
2. Section 68 (5) of the Education Amendment Act of 2020 Accessed at
http://mopse.co.zw/sites/default/files/public/downloads/EDUCATION%
20AMENDMENT%20ACT%2C%202019%20%5B%20Act%2015-2019%5D.pdf

Researcher comment:

According to Section 68 (5) of the Education Amendment Act of 2020, it reads that
Under no circumstance is a teacher allowed to beat a child.

Peer review 1 comment:

I agree without any comment or additional supporting documents.

Peer review 2 comment:
--Please select from the options below--
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Government comment:

--Please select from the options below--

RESULTS Educational Fund comment:
The original response appears correct and holds as the final response.

Question 4.2.4: Does corporal punishment occur in practice in
schools? P
Basis
"States Parties shall take all appropriate measures to ensure that school discipline is administered in a
manner consistent with the child’s human dignity and in conformity with the present Convention"
— Convention on the Rights of the Child, Article 28 (4)
See also: Articles 4, 19 & 28 (2), Convention on the Rights of the Child; CRC General Comment 8;
Articles 2 (2) & 7, International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights; Rule 67, United Nations Rules for
the Protection of Juveniles Deprived of their Liberty; Article 16, Convention against Torture and Other
Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment; Article 11 (5), African Charter on the Rights and
Welfare of the Child; Article 3, European Convention on Human Rights; Article 17 (1) (b), European
Social Charter (revised); Article 5, American Convention on Human Rights 'Pact of San José, Costa Rica'
Guidance
Explanation: This question seeks to answer whether corporal punishment actually occurs in schools as a
form of discipline.
Necessary Definitions: "Corporal Punishment” includes physical punishment that is intended to cause
some degree of pain or discomfort, however light, and non-physical punishment that is cruel or degrading
in nature.
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Examples: In Bangladesh “Most recently, UNICEF research covering nearly 4,000 households involved
interviews with children aged 9-18 and the heads of their households, focus group discussions, case
studies and a survey of children living on the street. It found that 91% of children experienced physical
punishment in school, including hitting the palm with a ruler or stick (experienced by 76%), standing in
class, hitting other body parts with a ruler or stick, and slapping; 23% said they faced corporal punishment
every day and 7% reported injuries and bleeding as a result.” (Prohibition of Corporal Punishment of
Children in South Asia: A Progress Review, 2011, p. 15)
Appropriate Supporting Documentation: Acceptable supporting documents may include government
reports, non-governmental research reports, local or international news articles, data from a reputable
regional or multi-national organization such as the UN or the World Bank, or in the absence of all else,
expert testimony.
Potential Data Sources: Global Initiative to End All Corporal Punishment of Children
Additional Guidance for Responses: “Very common in practice” suggests that greater than 1 in 3 students
are subject to corporal punishment; “regularly practiced” suggests that approximately 1 in 10 to 1 in 3 are
subject to corporal punishment; and “rarely practiced” suggests that less than 1 in 10 are subject to
corporal punishment.
4.2.4 is calculated as:
• Yes, corporal punishment is very common in practice. = 0
• Yes, corporal punishment is regularly practiced. = .33
• Yes, corporal punishment is rarely practiced. = .66
• No. = 1

Question 4.2.4

Response

Does corporal punishment occur in practice in schools?
a. Yes, corporal punishment is very common in practice.
b. Yes, corporal punishment is regularly practiced.
c.

Yes, corporal punishment is rarely practiced.

SELECT
a
b
c
d

d. No.

Supporting document/citation:
1.https://iharare.com/private-school-teachers-brutal-attack-on-student-shocks-zimbabw
eans/
2. https://inee.org/es/node/10854

Researcher comment:
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Regardless of laws that prohibit perpetuation of violence in schools, violence, in all its
diverse forms, is still rampant in many Zimbabwean learning institutions. Children is
schools continue to face corporal punishment and violence, and bullying.

Peer review 1 comment:

I agree without any comment or additional supporting documents.
a study in Zimbabwe revealed that there is rampant physical children in schools and
the community (https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=2886215)

Peer review 2 comment:
--Please select from the options below--

Government comment:

--Please select from the options below--

RESULTS Educational Fund comment:
The original response appears correct and holds as the final response.

Subtheme 4.3: Learning Outcomes
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Question 4.3.1: Do national assessments or exams evaluate pupil’s
understanding of the following topics? P
Basis
For Health and Wellbeing:
"The Committee urges States Parties, in line with articles 28 and 29 of the Convention to: (d) initiate and
support measures, attitudes and activities that promote healthy behaviour by including relevant topics in
school curricula"
— Committee on the Rights of the Child, General Comment 4, Para.17
For Human Rights:
"Include in the educational curriculum information on human rights, including women and children's rights,
gender equality and self-awareness and contribute to eliminating gender stereotypes and fostering an
environment of non-discrimination"
— Committee on the Rights of the Child, General Comment 18, Para. 7, Section 3.2.68(c)
For the Arts:
"Consistent with obligations under article 29 concerning the aims of education, appropriate time and
expertise must be allocated within the school curriculum for children to learn, participate in and generate
cultural and artistic activities, including music, drama, literature, poetry and art, as well as sports and
games."
— Committee on the Rights of the Child, General Comment 17, Para. 8 (g)
See also: CEDAW 10(f), CRC 24.2(e), CRC General Comment 15.B(e), CRC General Comment 3.16,
CRC General Comment 5.68, CRC 42
Guidance
Explanation: This question seeks to answer whether sections or questions included in the national
assessment/exam attempt to evaluate student’s understanding of health and well-being, human rights,
and the arts – including music, drama, and literature.
Necessary Definitions: “National assessment/exam” in this question is identified as the assessment or
exam administered closest to the end of an education level. Either census-based assessments/exams or
nationally representative sample-based assessments/exams may be used.
Examples:

(EFA GMR 2015, Annex 1)
Appropriate Supporting Documentation: Acceptable supporting documents include national
assessment/exam framework or results.
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Potential Data Sources: National Testing Authority, Ministry of education, UNESCO Database on the
Right to Education, Right to Education Initiative – Where to Find Information, Constitute
Project, Planipolis, UNESCO International Bureau on Education
Additional Guidance for Responses: A “yes” response indicates that the topic is included in the
assessment framework.
4.3.1 is calculated as:
• Yes =1
• More than half of decentralized laws and policies include these aims = .66
• Less than half of decentralized laws and policies include these aims = .33
• No = 0

Question 4.3.1

Yes

More than half
of decentralized
assessments
include these
aims

Less than half of
decentralized
assessments
include these
aims

No

Do national assessments or exams
evaluate pupil’s understanding of the
following topics?
a. Health and Well-being

✔

b. Human Rights

✔

c.

✔

The Arts

Supporting document/citation:
1. Ministry of Primary and Secondary Education Education Blueprint 2015-2020
Curriculum Framework page 6
2. Zimbabwe Advanced Level History main syllabus 2015-2022 Accessed on
http://mopse.co.zw/sites/default/files/public/syllabus/History%20Syllabus.pdf
3. Zimbabwe Advanced Level Art Syllabus 2015 - 2022 Accessed on
http://mopse.co.zw/sites/default/files/public/syllabus/Arts%20Syllabus%20Forms%
201-4.pdf
4. Zimbabwe Junior Certificate Guidance and Counseling Syllabus 2015 - 2022
Accessed
http://mopse.co.zw/sites/default/files/public/syllabus/Guidance%20and%
Researcher
comment:
20Counselling_0.pdf
The national curriculum include human rights, arts and health and well-being topics.
These topics are in the history, guidance and counseling and art syllabuses among
other syllabuses. The aim is for children to have both theoretical and practical concepts
which promote their development to full potential. The Ministry of Primary and
Secondary Education is also introduced the new curriculum which examines these
learning areas.
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Peer review 1 comment:
I agree with additional information.

While I agree with the answer the fact that these topics are in the curriculum does not
guarantee they are in the assessment or exam for the country. However, you can see
the assessment/exam structure of the country on figure 7.3 at
https://link.springer.com/chapter/10.1007/978-3-030-57039-2_7. The Zimbabwe
Schools Exam Council has more information on exams, including the timetable with
subjects at https://www5.zimsec.co.zw/examinations/. The syllabi can then be used to
identify what topics are likely to be included in each subject.
Peer review 2 comment:
--Please select from the options below--

Government comment:

--Please select from the options below--

RESULTS Educational Fund comment:

The original response appears correct and holds as the final response.

Question 4.3.2: What percent of students received a passing score on
the national assessment/exam? O W
Basis
"Every child has the right to receive an education of good quality which in turn requires a focus
on…learning outputs"
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— Committee on the Rights of the Child, General Comment 1 (22)
See also: Article 13 (1), International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights; Paras 4-5,
CESCR General Comment 13; Article 29 (1), Convention on the Rights of the Child; CRC General
Comment 1; Article 24 (1), Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities; United Nations
Declaration on Human Rights Education and Training; Article 5, UNESCO Convention against
Discrimination in Education; Paras 3-4, 10 (a), & Section V, ILO/UNESCO Recommendation concerning
the Status of Teachers; Article 25, African (Banjul) Charter on Human and Peoples’ Rights; Article 11 (2),
African Charter on the Rights and Welfare of the Child; Article 13 (3), African Youth Charter; Article 41 (4),
Arab Charter on Human Rights; Article 31 (3), ASEAN Human Rights Declaration; Article 17, European
Social Charter (Revised); Article 13 (2), Additional Protocol to the American Convention on Human Rights
in the Area of Economic, Social and Cultural Rights 'Protocol of San Salvador'; Article 49 (b), Charter of
the Organization of American States; Article 16, Inter-American Democratic Charter.
Guidance
Explanation: This question seeks to answer whether the children have basic literacy and numeracy skills
by reporting the percentage of students that passed the national assessment/exam. A low percentage
may be indicative of an inadequate quality of education.
Necessary Definitions: “Passing score” is a nationally defined score that is sometimes called a proficient
score or minimum competent score. When both a combination of “passing”, “proficient” and “minimum
competency” scores are used the one that includes the greatest portion of students will be chosen.
“National assessment/exam” in this question is identified as the assessment or exam administered closest
to the end of an education level. Either census-based assessments/exams or nationally representative
sample-based assessments/exams may be used.
Examples: In the 2013 National Education Assessment (NEA) in Ghana 50.0% of primary grade P6
students reached the minimum competency score for mathematics and another 10.9% reached the
proficient score. Therefore, the total percent of primary students that received a passing score on the
national mathematics for 2013 was 60.9%. (Ghana MOE 2014, p. 26)
Full Citation: Ghana MOE (2014). Ghana 2013 National Education Assessment Technical Report.
Ministry of Education, Ghana Education Service: National Education Assessment Unit.
Appropriate Supporting Documentation: Acceptable supporting documents may include government
reports, non-governmental research reports, local or international news articles, data from a nationally
representative survey or questionnaire, or data from a reputable regional or multi-national organization
such as the UN or the World Bank.
Potential Data Sources: Ministry of Education, national assessments, national office of statistics,
UNESCO Institute of Statistics, World Bank EdStats, OECD Education at a Glance, UNICEF
Additional Guidance for Responses: If multiple assessments/exams are administered during a given
education level please choose the one that occurs at the end of the level (i.e. the leaving exam). Census
based exams or nationally representative sample-based assessments can be used.
Calculation: 4.3.2aa, 4.3.2ba, 4.3.2ca, 4.3.2da, 4.3.2ea, and 4.3.2fa are calculated as percentages. No
other aspects of 4.3.2 are calculated.

Question 4.3.2
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A: What percent of students received an overall passing score on the
national assessment/exam (primary school)?
a.
b.
c.
d.
e.
f.
g.
h.
i.
j.
k.

Overall
For males
For females
In urban schools
In rural schools
For the lowest income quintile
For the second income quintile
For the middle income quintile
For the fourth income quintile
For the highest income quintile
For students with disabilities

a.
b.
c.
d.
e.
f.
g.
h.
i.
j.
k.

37
34.27
39.58
No data
No data
No data
No data
No data
No data
No data
No data

a.
b.
c.
d.
e.
f.
g.
h.
i.
j.
k.

No data
No data
No data
No data
No data
No data
No data
No data
No data
No data
No data

a.
b.
c.
d.
e.
f.
g.
h.
i.
j.
k.

No data
No data
No data
No data
No data
No data
No data
No data
No data
No data
No data

B: What percent of students received a passing score on the national
reading assessment/exam (primary school)?
a.
b.
c.
d.
e.
f.
g.
h.
i.
j.
k.

Overall
For males
For females
In urban schools
In rural schools
For the lowest income quintile
For the second income quintile
For the middle income quintile
For the fourth income quintile
For the highest income quintile
For students with disabilities

C: What percent of students received a passing score on the national
mathematics assessment/exam (primary school)?
a.
b.
c.
d.
e.
f.
g.
h.
i.
j.
k.

Overall
For males
For females
In urban schools
In rural schools
For the lowest income quintile
For the second income quintile
For the middle income quintile
For the fourth income quintile
For the highest income quintile
For students with disabilities

D: What percent of students received an overall passing score on the
national assessment/exam (secondary school)? W
a. Overall
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b.
c.
d.
e.
f.
g.
h.
i.
j.
k.

For males
For females
In urban schools
In rural schools
For the lowest income quintile
For the second income quintile
For the middle income quintile
For the fourth income quintile
For the highest income quintile
For students with disabilities

c.
d.
e.
f.
g.
h.
i.
j.
k.

24.67
No data
No data
No data
No data
No data
No data
No data
No data

a.
b.
c.
d.
e.
f.
g.
h.
i.
j.
k.

No data
No data
No data
No data
No data
No data
No data
No data
No data
No data
No data

a.
b.
c.
d.
e.
f.
g.
h.
i.
j.
k.

No data
No data
No data
No data
No data
No data
No data
No data
No data
No data
No data

E: What percent of students received a passing score on the national
reading assessment/exam (secondary school)? W
a.
b.
c.
d.
e.
f.
g.
h.
i.
j.
k.

Overall
For males
For females
In urban schools
In rural schools
For the lowest income quintile
For the second income quintile
For the middle income quintile
For the fourth income quintile
For the highest income quintile
For students with disabilities

F: What percent of students received a passing score on the national
mathematics assessment/exam (secondary school)? W
a.
b.
c.
d.
e.
f.
g.
h.
i.
j.
k.

Overall
For males
For females
In urban schools
In rural schools
For the lowest income quintile
For the second income quintile
For the middle income quintile
For the fourth income quintile
For the highest income quintile
For students with disabilities

Supporting document/citation:
1. 1. Ministry of Primary and Secondary Education 2020 National Statistical Profile
page 218 table 11.1
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Year: 2020
Researcher comment:

Peer review 1 comment:
I agree with additional information.

The information provided for secondary are results from the O level (lower secondary
exam). Results from the A level (upper secondary, recorded in 2020 Statistical
Results) include an overall pass rate of 85.03%, including 83.24% of males and
86.93% of females.
While exam results seem to be calculated by individual subject - the exam councils
Peer release
review 2mentions
comment:
press
a higher pass rate in indigenous languages - individual subject
level results are not publicly available.
--Please select from the options below--

Government comment:

--Please select from the options below--

RESULTS Educational Fund comment:

The original response appears correct and holds as the final response.
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Question 4.3.3: What is the literacy rate?

O

Basis
“States Parties shall promote and encourage international cooperation in matters relating to education, in
particular with a view to contributing to the elimination of ignorance and illiteracy throughout the world”.
— Convention on the Rights of the Child, Article 28 (3)
See also: Article 10 (e), Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women;
Article 13 (2) (d), International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights; Article 24 (5),
Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities; Article 41 (1) (6), Arab Charter on Human Rights;
Article 12 (2) (a), Protocol to the African Charter on Human and Peoples’ Rights on the Rights of Women
in Africa; Article 13 (4) (g), African Youth Charter; Articles 34 (h) & 50, Charter of the Organization of
American States; Article 13(3)(d), Additional Protocol to the American Convention on Human Rights in the
Area of Economic, Social and Cultural Rights 'Protocol of San Salvador'
Guidance
Explanation: This question seeks to answer whether a country is working towards the eradication of
illiteracy by identifying what percentage of individuals are literate.
Necessary Definitions: "Youth Literacy Rate” is defined as the percentage of individuals ages 15 to 24
that are able to functionally read and write.
"Adult Literacy Rate” is defined as the percentage of individuals aged 15 and over that are able to
functionally read and write.
Examples: Youth literacy rate in Egypt in 2012 was 89.3% (World Bank DataBank)
Adult literacy rate in Egypt in 2012 was 73.9% (World Bank DataBank).
Appropriate Supporting Documentation: Acceptable supporting documents may include government
reports, non-governmental research reports, local or international news articles, data from a nationally
representative survey or questionnaire, or data from a reputable regional or multi-national organization
such as the UN or the World Bank.
Potential Data Sources: Ministry of education, national office of statistics, UNESCO Institute of
Statistics, World Bank EdStats, OECD Education at a Glance, UNICEF
Calculation: 4.3.3aa and 4.3.3ba are calculated as percentages. No other aspects of 4.3.3 are calculated.

Question 4.3.3

Response

a. What is the youth literacy rate (ages 15-24)?
a.
b.
c.
d.
e.
f.

Overall
For males
For females
Residents in urban areas
Residents in rural areas
For the lowest income quintile
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b.
c.
d.
e.
f.

91.75
89.97
93.5
No data
No data
No data
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g.
h.
i.
j.
k.

For the second income quintile
For the middle income quintile
For the fourth income quintile
For the highest income quintile
For individuals with disabilities

g.
h.
i.
j.
k.

No data
No data
No data
No data
No data

a.
b.
c.
d.
e.
f.
g.
h.
i.
j.
k.

86.87
88.55
85.29
No data
No data
No data
No data
No data
No data
No data
No data

b. What is the adult literacy rate (ages 24 +)?
a.
b.
c.
d.
e.
f.
g.
h.
i.
j.
k.

Overall
For males
For females
Residents in urban schools
Residents in rural schools
For the lowest income quintile
For the second income quintile
For the middle income quintile
For the fourth income quintile
For the highest income quintile
For individuals with disabilities

Supporting document/citation:

1.https://tradingeconomics.com/zimbabwe/literacy-rate-youth-total-percent-of-people-a
ges-15-24-wb-data.html
2.https://tradingeconomics.com/zimbabwe/literacy-rate-youth-male-percent-of-males-a
ges-15-24-wb-data.html
3.https://tradingeconomics.com/zimbabwe/literacy-rate-adult-total-percent-of-people-a
ges-15-and-above-wb-data.html
4.https://tradingeconomics.com/zimbabwe/literacy-rate-youth-female-percent-of-femal
es-ages-15-24-wb-data.html
Year: 2015
5.https://tradingeconomics.com/zimbabwe/literacy-rate-adult-female-percent-of-female
s-ages-15-and-above-wb-data.html
Researcher comment:
6.https://tradingeconomics.com/zimbabwe/literacy-rate-adult-male-percent-of-males-a
ges-15-and-above-wb-data.html
Literacy rate, youth total (% of people ages 15-24) in Zimbabwe was reported at 91.75
% in 2015, according to the World Bank collection of development indicators,
compiled from officially recognized sources. Zimbabwe - Literacy rate, youth total (%
of people ages 15-24) - actual values, historical data, forecasts and projections were
sourced from the World Bank on October of 2021.
Literacy rate, youth male (% of males ages 15-24) in Zimbabwe was reported at 89.97
%
in 2015,
according
to the World Bank collection of development indicators,
Peer
review
1 comment:
compiled from officially recognized sources. Zimbabwe - Literacy rate, youth male (%
of
maleswithout
ages 15-24)
- actual or
values,
historical
data, forecasts
and projections were
I agree
any comment
additional
supporting
documents.
sourced from the World Bank on October of 2021.Literacy rate, youth female (% of
females ages 15-24) in Zimbabwe was reported at 93.5 % in 2015, according to the
World Bank collection of development indicators, compiled from officially recognized
sources. Zimbabwe - Literacy rate, youth female (% of females ages 15-24) - actual
values, historical data, forecasts and projections were sourced from the World Bank
on October of 2021.
Literacy rate, adult total (% of people ages 15 and above) in Zimbabwe was reported

RTEI
2021 Questionnaire:
Acceptabilityto the World Bank collection of development indicators,
144
at 86.87
% in 2015, according

compiled from officially recognized sources. Zimbabwe - Literacy rate, adult total (% of
people ages 15 and above) - actual values, historical data, forecasts and projections

Peer review 2 comment:
--Please select from the options below--

Government comment:

--Please select from the options below--

RESULTS Educational Fund comment:
The original response appears correct and holds as the final response.
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Theme 5: Adaptability
Subtheme 5.1: Children with Disabilities
Question 5.1.1: Do national laws recognize the right to education for
children with disabilities? S
Basis
“States Parties recognize the right of persons with disabilities to education."
— Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, Article 24 (1)
See also: Article 13, International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights; Paras 13, 16, & 35,
CESCR General Comment 5; Para. 59, CESCR General Comment 13; Article 2 (1) & 28, Convention on
the Rights of the Child; Paras 62-69, CRC General Comment 9; Articles 4 (1) (a) (b) (d) (e), 2, 3, 4, 5 &
24, Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities; Paras 19 & 62-63, CRPD General Comment 4;
Article 13, International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights; Paras 13, 16, & 35, CESCR
General Comment 5; Para. 59, CESCR General Comment 13; Article 40, Arab Charter on Human Rights;
Article 15 (1), European Social Charter (revised); Article 3 (1) (a), Inter-American Convention on the
Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Persons with Disabilities
Guidance
Explanation: This question seeks to answer whether national law (the constitution or legislation) explicitly
includes the right to education for children with disabilities.
Necessary Definitions: “Persons with disabilities” include those who have long-term physical, mental,
intellectual or sensory impairments which in interaction with various barriers may hinder their full and
effective participation in society on an equal basis with others.
Appropriate Supporting Documentation: Acceptable supporting documents include national law such as a
national constitution or education act.
Potential Data Sources: Ministry of education, UCLA WORLD Policy Analysis Center
Additional Guidance for Responses: A “yes” response indicates that the appropriate language is present
in the law. A “yes” response does not suggest the law is comprehensive or effective.
5.1.1 is calculated as:
• Yes = 1
• No = 0

Question 5.1.1
Do national laws recognize the right to education for children with
disabilities?
a. Yes
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SELECT
a
b
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b. No

Supporting document/citation:
1. Section 68B of the Education Amendment Act of 2020 Accessed at
http://mopse.co.zw/sites/default/files/public/downloads/EDUCATION%
20AMENDMENT%20ACT%2C%202019%20%5B%20Act%2015-2019%5D.pdf
2.https://www.justice.gov/sites/default/files/eoir/legacy/2013/11/08/disabled_persons_
act.pdf

Researcher comment:

According to Section 68B of the Education Amendment Act of 2020 it provides that:
(1) Every registered school shall provide infrastructure, subject to availability of
resources, suitable for use by pupils with disabilities.
(2) The Secretary shall monitor and enter premises of every registered school for the
purposes of ascertaining whether the rights of pupils with disabilities are taken into
account during teaching and learning.
(3) For the purposes of fees approval, the Secretary shall require every registered
school
to submit
a plan highlighting how the school shall
Peer review
1 comment:
83 of
the Zimbabwean
constitution recognize the right to education for
ISection
agree with
additional
information.
children with disability. The constitution states that the State must take appropriate
Other
laws that
address
theofissue
of disabilityavailable,to
include theensure
Children's
the Mental
measures,
within
the limits
the resources
that Act,
persons
with
Health
Act,
the
Social
Welfare
Assistance
Act,
the
State
Service
(Disability
Benefits)
disabilities realize their full mental and physical potential, including measures
to (e) to
Act,
the
War
Victims
Compensation
Act
and
the
Criminal
Law
(Codification
and
provide special facilities for their education and (f) to provide state-funded education
Reform)
Act.where
All these
laws
areit.meant
to help Persons
promote Act
equality
ofSection
access (1a)
and states
and training
they
need
The Disabled
(2000)
opportunity
to all person
childrenshall, on the ground of his disability alone, be denied
that
noreview
disabled
Peer
2 comment:
admission into any premises to which members of the public are ordinarily admitted.
Such
a provision
guarantees
the below-disabled persons access to education without any
--Please
select from
the options
discrimination.

Government comment:
--Please select from the options below--
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RESULTS Educational Fund comment:

The original response appears correct and holds as the final response.

Question 5.1.2: Are reasonable accommodation measures available
for children with disabilities in schools? P
Basis
“In realizing this right, States Parties shall ensure that: (c) Reasonable accommodation of the individual's
requirements is provided"
— Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, Article 24, Paragraph 2, Section c
See also: Articles 24 (2) (c) & (5), Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities; CRPD General
Comment 4; Article 23 (a), Protocol to the African Charter on Human and Peoples’ Rights on the Rights of
Women in Africa; Article 40, Arab Charter on Human Rights; Article 3 (1), Inter-American Convention on
the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Persons with Disabilities
Guidance
Explanation: This question seeks to answer whether a country has taken measures to ensure that
children with disabilities have reasonable accommodations available for them to fully participate in
mainstream education when appropriate.
Necessary Definitions: “Persons with disabilities” include those who have long-term physical, mental,
intellectual or sensory impairments which in interaction with various barriers may hinder their full and
effective participation in society on an equal basis with others.
“Mainstream” is the standard educational track that is expected of students in a given grade.
“Reasonable accommodation” means necessary and appropriate modification and adjustments not
imposing a disproportionate or undue burden, where needed in a particular case, to ensure to persons
with disabilities the enjoyment or exercise on an equal basis with others of all human rights and
fundamental freedoms. Accommodations may be material, for example, providing handouts in alternative
formats or use of assistive technology, or non-material, for example, allowing a student more time.
Appropriate Supporting Documentation: Acceptable supporting documents may include government
reports, non-governmental research reports, local or international news articles, the national constitution,
national education acts, or national plan of action.
Potential Data Sources: Ministry of education, official public records, UNESCO Database on the Right to
Education, Right to Education Initiative – Where to Find Information, Constitute Project, Planipolis,
UNESCO International Bureau on Education
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Additional Guidance for Responses: “Nearly universal” suggests that accommodations are present in
greater than 7 in 10 schools; “generally available” suggests that they are present in 3 in 10 to 7 in 10
schools; and “rare or uncommon” suggests that they are available in less than 3 in 10 schools.
5.1.2 is calculated as:
• Yes, nearly universally in schools = 1
• Yes, generally available in schools = .66
• Yes, but availability is rare or uncommon = .33
• No = 0

Question 5.1.2

Response

Are reasonable accommodation measures available for children with
disabilities in schools?
a. Yes, nearly universally in schools.
b. Yes, generally available in schools.
c.

Yes, but availability is rare or uncommon.

d. No.

SELECT
a
b
c
d

Supporting document/citation:

1.https://www.right-to-education.org/monitoring/content/are-reasonable-accommodatio
n-measures-available-children-disabilities-mainstream-schools

Researcher comment:
Munjanganja & Machawira (2014) in National EFA Review of Zimbabwe found out that
facilities for disabled children such as the hard of hearing, the physically impaired etc
are either inadequate or do not exist at all in the majority of primary schools in
Zimbabwe. In addition, facilities such as classroom blocks, toilets, sports kits and
general equipment is not user friendly to children with disabilities. Munjanganja &
Machawira (2014) observes that MoPSE records that only 2.7% of primary schools
have facilities for children with special needs and 0.9% of schools have facilities for
pupils
with disabilities.
Metropolitan provinces of Harare and Bulawayo are better
Peer review
1 comment:
placed than the rest of the provinces in this regard. The failure to provide suitable and
adequate
facilities
for pupils
with disabilities poses as a challenge to the achievement
I agree with
additional
information.
of universal primary education for all Zimbabweans
Unicef indicates that there are no current and definite comprehensive incidence and
prevalence statistics of Children with Disabilities (CwDs) . Planning for services
without more current trends for children with disabilities is therefore a major challenge,
compounded further by poor systems of routine data collection and management on
the number of children receiving services.
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Peer review 2 comment:

--Please select from the options below--

Government comment:
--Please select from the options below--

RESULTS Educational Fund comment:

The original response appears correct and holds as the final response.

Question 5.1.3: What is the percentage of teachers trained to teach
children with disabilities? P W
Basis
"States Parties shall take appropriate measures to employ teachers, including teachers with disabilities,
who are qualified in sign language and/or Braille, and to train professionals and staff who work at all
levels of education."
— Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, Article 24 (4)
See also: Article 13, International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights; Article 29,
Convention on the Rights of the Child; Paras 62 & 67, CRC General Comment 9; Article 13, International
Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights; Para. 35, CESCR General Comment; Article 24 (4),
Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities; Paras 12 & 71, CRPD General Comment 4
Guidance
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Explanation: This question seeks to answer whether a country has an adequate stock of teachers trained
to meet the needs of children with disabilities by indicating what percentage of teachers are specifically
trained to teach children with disabilities.
Necessary Definitions: “Persons with disabilities” include those who have long-term physical, mental,
intellectual or sensory impairments which in interaction with various barriers may hinder their full and
effective participation in society on an equal basis with others.
Appropriate Supporting Documentation: Acceptable supporting documents may include government
reports, non-governmental research reports, local or international news articles, data from a nationally
representative survey or questionnaire, or data from a reputable regional or multi-national organization
such as the UN or the World Bank.
Potential Data Sources: Ministry of education
Calculation: 5.1.3 is calculated out of 100%.

Question 5.1.3

Response

What is the percentage of teachers trained to teach children with
disabilities?
a. Overall

a.

10

b. In Primary Schools

b.

No data

c.

c.

No data

In Secondary Schools

Supporting document/citation:

1.https://globalpressjournal.com/africa/zimbabwe/anger-sadness-despair-zimbabwesshortage-special-needs-teachers/

Year: 2020
Researcher comment:
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Peer review 1 comment:

I agree with additional information.
According to Mpofu (2000), 90% of teachers in Zimbabwe are qualified teachers
who lack deeper knowledge on special needs. Importantly, Zimbabwe teachers
colleges do not offer detailed special needs in initial training. For a long time, it has
been the United College of Education (UCE) that has been offering the diploma
though there are now other colleges offering special needs such as the Zimbabwe
Open University, University of Zimbabwe and The Great Zimbabwe University.
Peer review 2 comment:

--Please select from the options below--

Government comment:
--Please select from the options below--

RESULTS Educational Fund comment:

The original response has been rectified based on review and/or additional information.

Question 5.1.4: What is the percentage of children with disabilities
enrolled in ‘special schools’? P
Basis
"Inclusive education is to be understood as…the result of a process of continuing and pro-active
commitment to eliminate barriers impeding the right to education, together with changes to culture, policy
and practice of regular schools to accommodate and effectively include all students.”
— Committee on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, General Comment 4: The right to inclusive
education, para.10(d)
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See also: Article 13, International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights; Article 29,
Convention on the Rights of the Child; Paras 62 & 67, CRC General Comment 9; Article 13, International
Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights; Para. 35, CESCR General Comment; Article 24 (4),
Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities; Paras 12 & 71, CRPD General Comment 4
Guidance
Explanation: This indicator measures the rate of children with disabilities enrolled in special schools at a
given level of education as a percentage of the total number of children with disabilities at that level of
education.
Necessary Definitions: “Persons with disabilities” include those who have long-term physical, mental,
intellectual or sensory impairments which in interaction with various barriers may hinder their full and
effective participation in society on an equal basis with others.
“Special schools” are separate schools for children with disabilities designed or used to respond to a
particular or various impairments, in isolation from students without disabilities.
Appropriate Supporting Documentation: Acceptable supporting documents may include government
reports, non-governmental research reports, local or international news articles, data from a nationally
representative survey or questionnaire, or data from a reputable regional or multi-national organization
such as the UN or the World Bank.
Potential Data Sources: Ministry of education
Calculation: 5.1.4 is calculated as a percent and subtracted from 100. For example, if 84% of children
with disabilities are enrolled in special schools, then the score will be 26.

Question 5.1.4
What is the percentage of children with disabilities enrolled in
‘special schools’?

Response

No data

Supporting document/citation:

Year: 2020
Researcher comment:
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In Zimbabwe there are 5195 ECD learners who have impairments. The country has 50
50 504 primary school learners with impairments. There are 13 823 secondary school
learners with impairments.

Peer review 1 comment:

I disagree with comment and/or additional supporting documents.
UNESCO Zimbabwe (2019) shows that there 19.04% learners with learning disability
at primary level only only 9.20% for secondary schools. Both physical impairment and
communication and speech impairments have higher proportions at the primary level
of education than the secondary one. However, there is no information whether all
these are in special schools or not.

Peer review 2 comment:

--Please select from the options below--

Government comment:

--Please select from the options below--

RESULTS Educational Fund comment:
The original response has been rectified based on review and/or additional information.

Subtheme 5.2: Minorities and Indigenous Peoples
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Question 5.2.1: Are there schools for nomadic or hard-to-reach
children? P
Basis
"States parties should ensure that school facilities are easily accessible where indigenous children live. If
required, States parties should … establish mobile schools for indigenous peoples who practice nomadic
traditions."
— Committee on the Rights of the Child, General Comment 11, Para.61
See also: Article 14 (2), Framework Convention for the Protection of National Minorities; Article 14 (3),
United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples; Para. 61, CRC General Comment 11;
Articles 22 (2) (3), 26, 27 (1) & 28 (1) (2), ILO Indigenous and Tribal Peoples Convention
Guidance
Explanation: This question seeks to answer whether a country has established mobile schools to meet
the demands of their population which are more traditionally nomadic.
Necessary Definitions: “Mobile Schools” include schools that do not have a permanent structure, making
it easier to travel with the population they are serving. These have also been called “tent schools” or “field
schools”.
“Nomadic” refers to a group of people that do not have a fixed place of residence. They travel place to
place – often seasonally – for fresh water, food, and pasture for livestock.
“Hard-to-reach” includes populations who are not nomadic but have limited mobility or must travel great
distances to access education. This can include homeless children or children living in remote and
isolated areas.
Examples: Kenya has adopted a mobile school program to target nomadic populations in the north and
east. Presently they have over 91 mobile schools and schools have had success in enrollment and
transition rates (Shamsa, 2010). Full Citation: Shamsa, M.A. (2010). An evaluation study of the
effectiveness of mobile pre-school education in Wajir District, Kenya. University of Nairobi. Available at
http://erepository.uonbi.ac.ke:8080/xmlui/handle/11295/4761
Appropriate Supporting Documentation: Acceptable supporting documents may include government
reports, non-governmental research reports, local or international news articles, the national constitution,
national education acts, or national plan of action.
Potential Data Sources: Ministry of education, official public records, UNESCO Database on the Right to
Education, Right to Education Initiative – Where to Find Information, Constitute Project, Planipolis,
UNESCO International Bureau on Education
Additional Guidance for Responses: “Generally present” suggests that between 4 in 10 and 9 in 10
nomads have access to a mobile school; and “rare or uncommon” suggests that between 1 in 10 and 4 in
10 have access.
5.2.1 is calculated as:
• Yes, schools are available universally for nomadic or hard-to-reach children. = 1
• Yes, schools are generally present for nomadic or hard-to-reach children. = .66
• Yes, but schools are rare or uncommon for nomadic or hard-to-reach children. = .33
• No, schools are not available for nomadic or hard-to-reach children. = 0
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Question 5.2.1

Response

Are there schools for nomadic or hard-to-reach children?
a. Yes, schools are available universally for nomadic or hard-toreach children.
b. Yes, schools are generally present for nomadic or hard-to-reach
children.
c.

Yes, but schools are rare or uncommon for nomadic or hard-toreach children.

SELECT
a
b
c
d

d. No, schools are not available for nomadic or hard-to-reach
children.

Supporting document/citation:

Murwira et al (2016). The San in Zimbabwe. Livelihoods, Land and Human Rights.
IWGIA-OSISA. University of Zimbabwe.

Researcher comment:

In Zimbabwe, the San people's access to education is hindered by discrimination that
they suffer from other learners and teachers. Lack of teachers flent in the San
language has contributed to poor perfomance at school by San children. The Cultural
Survival International Group (2015) cites that indigenous children taught in English
face language barriers and most of them fail to complete school as they drop out
because of challenges they face in trying to understand the different concepts taught.
Murwira
et at 1
(2016)
outlines that San children's education access in Zimbabwe is
Peer review
comment:
very low, both among children and adults. Long distances traveled to school and
problems
the leading
factors to
high dropouts
of the San Children.
Ifinancial
agree without
anyare
comment
or additional
supporting
documents.

Peer review 2 comment:

--Please select from the options below--
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Government comment:

--Please select from the options below--

RESULTS Educational Fund comment:

The original response appears correct and holds as the final response.

Question 5.2.2: Do national laws provide for language of instruction to
be in the child's mother tongue? S
Basis
"In areas inhabited by persons belonging to national minorities traditionally or in substantial numbers, if
there is substantial demand, the Parties shall endeavour to ensure…that persons belonging to those
minorities have adequate opportunities for being taught the minority language or for receiving instruction
in this language."
— Framework Convention for the Protection of National Minorities, Article 14, Paragraph 2
See also: Article 30, Convention on the Rights of the Child; Article 27, International Covenant on Civil and
Political Rights; Article 5 (1) (c) (i), UNESCO Convention against Discrimination in Education; Article 28,
ILO Indigenous and Tribal Peoples Convention; Article 8 (1) (a) (i) (b) (i) (c) (i) (d) (i) (e) (i) (f) (i),
European Charter for Regional or Minority Languages; Article 14, Framework Convention for the
Protection of National Minorities; Article 13 & -14, United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous
Peoples
Guidance
Explanation: This question seeks to answer whether national law explicitly indicates that students have
the opportunity to be taught in their first language or mother tongue. This could occur through bilingual or
multilingual offerings within a school or the creation of schools that offer language of instruction in the
student’s first language or mother tongue.
Necessary Definitions: "Mother Tongue” is the primary language a person grew up speaking in childhood.
“Minorities” refers to a group numerically inferior to the rest of the population of a State or in a nondominant position, whose members - being nationals of the State - possess ethnic, religious or linguistic
characteristics differing from those of the rest of the majority population or the dominant group.
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Appropriate Supporting Documentation: Acceptable supporting documents include national law such as a
national constitution or education act.
Potential Data Sources: Ministry of education, official public records, UCLA WORLD Policy Analysis
Center, UNESCO Database on the Right to Education, Right to Education Initiative – Where to Find
Information, Constitute Project, Planipolis, UNESCO International Bureau on Education
Additional Guidance for Responses: A “yes” response indicates that the appropriate language is present
in the law. A “yes” response does not suggest the law is comprehensive or effective.
5.2.2 is calculated as:
• Yes = 1
• No = 0

Question 5.2.2
Do national laws provide from language of instruction to be in the
child's mother tongue?
a. Yes
b. No

Response

SELECT
a
b

Supporting document/citation:

1. Section 63 (a) of the Constitution of Zimbabwe Amendment (No 20) Act 2013 page
14 http://www.veritaszim.net/node/315 accessed on 21 April 2018
2. Section 62 (1) and (2) of the Zimbabwean Education Act Chapter 25:04 (2004)
page 19 accessed http://www.parlzim.gov.zw/acts-list/education-act-25-04

Researcher comment:
According to the Section 62 of the Education Ammendment Act of 2020 it provides
that:
“62 Languages to be taught in schools
(1) Every school shall endeavour to—
(a) teach every officially recognised language;
(b) ensure that the language of instruction shall be the language
of
examination;
Peer
review 1 comment:
(c) ensure that the mother tongue is to be used as a medium of
at early
Iinstruction
agree without
anychildhood
comment education.
or additional supporting documents.
(2) School curricula shall as far as possible reflect the culture of
the people of every language used or taught in terms of this section.
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Peer review 2 comment:

--Please select from the options below--

Government comment:
--Please select from the options below--

RESULTS Educational Fund comment:
The original response appears correct and holds as the final response.

Question 5.2.3: What percentage of students are not taught in their
mother tongue? P W
Basis:
"In areas inhabited by persons belonging to national minorities traditionally or in substantial numbers, if
there is substantial demand, the Parties shall endeavour to ensure…that persons belonging to those
minorities have adequate opportunities for being taught the minority language or for receiving instruction
in this language."
— Framework Convention for the Protection of National Minorities, Article 14, Paragraph 2
See also: Article 30, Convention on the Rights of the Child; Article 27, International Covenant on Civil and
Political Rights; Article 5 (1) (c) (i), UNESCO Convention against Discrimination in Education; Article 28,
ILO Indigenous and Tribal Peoples Convention; Article 8 (1) (a) (i) (b) (i) (c) (i) (d) (i) (e) (i) (f) (i),
European Charter for Regional or Minority Languages; Article 14, Framework Convention for the
Protection of National Minorities; Article 13 & -14, United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous
Peoples
Guidance:
Explanation: This question seeks to answer whether students’ language needs are being met by
indicating what percentage of students are not taught in their first language or mother tongue.
Necessary Definitions: "Mother Tongue” is the primary language a person grew up speaking in childhood.
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“Minorities” refers to a group numerically inferior to the rest of the population of a State or in a nondominant position, whose members - being nationals of the State - possess ethnic, religious or linguistic
characteristics differing from those of the rest of the majority population or the dominant group.
Examples: 4% of non-immigrant students in Panama speak a home language other than the testing
language for the 2012 PISA (Spanish)
42.8% of immigrant students in Panama speak a home language other than the testing language for the
2012 PISA (Spanish)
3.7% of 2012 PISA respondents in Panama identified as immigrant (96.3% non-immigrant) (2012 OECD
Report “Untapped Skills: Realizing the Potential of Immigrant Students”) (42.8 * 0.037) + (4.0 * 0.963) =
5.44% of 15 year old students in Panama speak a language other than the testing language at home.
Appropriate Supporting Documentation: Acceptable supporting documents may include government
reports, non-governmental research reports, local or international news articles, data from a reputable
regional or multi-national organization such as the UN or the World Bank, or data from nationally
representative surveys or questionnaires.
Potential Data Sources: Ministry of education, national office of statistics
Calculations: 5.2.3 is calculated as a percentage.

Question 5.2.3

Response

What percentage of students are not taught in their mother tongue?
a. For Primary Schools

No data

b. For Secondary Schools w

No data

Supporting document/citation:

Year:
Researcher comment:
The information is not available
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Peer review 1 comment:
I agree with additional information.

The information is not available but there are indications that not all schools are
following the mother tongue instruction in primary, set out by the act. For instance,
Maseko (2021, p. 32) states that "However, the degree of commitment to mother
tongue instruction has been questioned (Maseko and Dhlamini 2014; Nkomo and
Maseko 2017), particularly for its somewhat equivocal and rather uncategorical
wording,
which
has resulted in different interpretations of the Act. Some schools,
Peer review
2 comment:
for example, have opted to use English as the sole language of instruction, right from
the earlyselect
preparatory
levels,
officially
known as early childhood development (ECD)
--Please
from the
options
below-(Nkomo 2008; Maseko and Dhlamini 2014)." Available at
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/pdf/10.2989/16073614.2021.1886591?
casa_token=ShDrmwW4wT0AAAAA:
HevpjJ15yTSM0OXVRfv5xii-WZoBtxrad__WIA2u7NcqIn1dMUiPNorBO_HdgTXg_ztN
NEcE8R2V

Government comment:
--Please select from the options below--

RESULTS Educational Fund comment:
The original response appears correct and holds as the final response.

Question 5.2.4: Do Indigenous peoples have the right to educational
autonomy? P
Basis
"Indigenous peoples have the right to establish and control their educational systems and institutions
providing education in their own languages, in a manner appropriate to their cultural methods of teaching
and learning."
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— United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples, Article 14 (1)
See also: Article 30, Convention on the Rights of the Child; Article 27, International Covenant on Civil and
Political Rights
Guidance
Explanation: This question seeks to answer whether Indigenous peoples have a right under national law
to establish and control their own education systems.
Necessary Definitions: "Indigenous peoples” refers to peoples in independent countries who are regarded
as indigenous on account of their descent from the populations which inhabited the country, or a
geographical region to which the country belongs, at the time of conquest or colonisation or the
establishment of present state boundaries and who, irrespective of their legal status, retain some or all of
their own social, economic, cultural and political institutions.
Examples:
Appropriate Supporting Documentation: Acceptable supporting documents may include the constitution or
legislation.
Potential Data Sources: Ministry of education, UNESCO—Indigenous peoples’ right to education:
Overview of measures reported by Member States
5.2.4 is calculated as:
• Yes=1
• No=0

Question 5.2.4
Do Indigenous peoples have the right to educational autonomy?
a. Yes
b. No

Response

SELECT
a
b

Supporting document/citation:
Section 4 (b) of the Education Amendment Act of 2020. It provides that “(b)
be discriminated against by the imposition of onerous terms and conditions in regard
to his or her admission to, suspended, excluded or expelled from any school on the
grounds of his or her nationality, race, colour, tribe, place of birth, ethnic or social
origin, language, class religious belief, political affiliation, opinion, custom, culture, sex,
gender, marital status, age, pregnancy, disability or economic or social status, or
whether they were born in or out of wedlock.”
Year: 2020

Researcher comment:
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Section 4 (b) of the Education Amendment Act of 2020. It provides that “(b)
be discriminated against by the imposition of onerous terms and conditions in regard
to his or her admission to, suspended, excluded or expelled from any school on the
grounds of his or her nationality, race, colour, tribe, place of birth, ethnic or social
origin, language, class religious belief, political affiliation, opinion, custom, culture, sex,
Peer review
1 status,
comment:
gender,
marital
age, pregnancy, disability or economic or social status, or
whether they were born in or out of wedlock.”
I agree with additional information.

The creation of separate educational institutions is protected in the constitution 75.2
which states "Every person has the right to establish and maintain, at their own
expense, independent educational institutions of reasonable standards, provided they
do not discriminate on any ground prohibited by this Constitution." While not specific
to indigenous groups it is inclusive of indigenous groups.
Peer review 2 comment:
I disagree with comment and/or additional supporting documents.

None of the above provisions indicates that there is a right of indigenous peoples to
establish and control education systems (not just schools) specifically for indigenous
students.

Government comment:

--Please select from the options below--

RESULTS Educational Fund comment:
The original response appears correct and holds as the final response.

response changed from yes to no.

Subtheme 5.3: Girls
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Question 5.3.1: Is the expulsion of girls from school because of
pregnancy or for having a baby explicitly forbidden in national
legislation? S
Basis
"Discrimination based on adolescent pregnancy, such as expulsion from schools, should be prohibited,
and opportunities for continuous education should be ensured."
— Committee on the Rights of the Child, General Comment 15, Para. B, Section d
See also: Article 11 (6), African Charter on the Rights and Welfare of the Child; Article 13 (4) (h), African
Youth Charter; Articles 12 (1) (a) (c), Protocol to the African Charter on Human and Peoples’ Rights on
the Rights of Women in Africa; Article 24, Convention on the Rights of the Child
Guidance
Explanation: This question seeks to answer whether national law explicitly prohibits schools from
discriminating against girls that are pregnant. This includes protection of girls who become pregnant from
expulsion.
Necessary Definitions: "Expulsion” is the removal or exclusion of an individual from school. This can be
specific to an individual school or encompass a larger set of schools.
Appropriate Supporting Documentation: Acce ptable supporting documents include national law such as a
national constitution, education act or child’s rights act.
Potential Data Sources: Ministry of education, official public records, UNESCO Database on the Right to
Education, Right to Education Initiative – Where to Find Information, Constitute Project, Planipolis,
UNESCO International Bureau on Education
Additional Guidance for Responses: A “yes” response indicates that the appropriate language is present
in the law. A “yes” response does not suggest the law is comprehensive or effective.
5.3.1 is calculated as:
• Yes = 1
• No = 0

Question 5.3.1
Is the expulsion of girls from school because of pregnancy or for
having a baby explicitly forbidden in national legislation?
a. Yes
b. No

Response

SELECT
a
b

Supporting document/citation:
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1. Education Amendment Act of 2020 Accessed on
http://mopse.co.zw/sites/default/files/public/downloads/EDUCATION%20AMENDMENT
%20ACT%2C%202019%20%5B%20Act%2015-2019%5D.pdf

Researcher comment:

Section 68C of the Education Amendment Act of 2020 posits that (1) No pupil shall be
excluded from school for non-payment of school fees or on the basis of pregnancy.”

Peer review 1 comment:

I agree with additional information.
The Education Act ammended in 2020 officially prohibits state schools from banning
pregnant students from attending school.
Prior to the amendments of the law, school authorities could expel a girl for falling
pregnant but spare the boy responsible for the same pregnancy, which was seen as
discriminatory against the girl-child
Peer review 2 comment:
(https://www.globalcitizen.org/en/content/zimbabwe-pregnant-girls-stay-in-schools)

--Please select from the options below--

Government comment:
--Please select from the options below--

RESULTS Educational Fund comment:
The original response appears correct and holds as the final response.
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Question 5.3.2: In practice, are girls expelled from school because of
pregnancy or for having a baby? P
Basis
"Discrimination based on adolescent pregnancy, such as expulsion from schools, should be prohibited,
and opportunities for continuous education should be ensured."
— Committee on the Rights of the Child, General Comment 15, Para. B, Section d
See also: Article 11 (6), African Charter on the Rights and Welfare of the Child; Article 13 (4) (h), African
Youth Charter; Articles 12 (1) (a) (c), Protocol to the African Charter on Human and Peoples’ Rights on
the Rights of Women in Africa; Article 24, Convention on the Rights of the Child
Explanation: This question seeks to answer whether girls who are pregnant are expelled in practice.
Necessary Definitions: "Expelled” denotes someone that has been removed or excluded from school.
This can be specific to an individual school or encompass a larger set of schools.
Examples: Girls are subject to mandatory pregnancy testing and if pregnant are expelled from schools in
Tanzania (Forced Out, 2012)
Appropriate Supporting Documentation: Acceptable supporting documents include government and nongovernmental reports, local or international news articles, data from reputable regional or multi-national
organizations such as the UN or World Bank, data from a nationally representative survey, or expert
testimony.
Potential Data Sources: Human Rights Watch
Additional Guidance for Responses: “Nearly universally practiced” suggests that greater than 7 in 10
pregnant girls are expelled; “regularly practiced” suggests that approximately 3 in 10 to 7 in 10 are
expelled; and “rarely practiced” suggests that less than 3 in 10 are expelled. If you have a source that
details an exact percentage, please also write that percentage for response ‘e’.
Calculation
3,1,0 is calculated as:
• 3,1,0a = 0
• 3,1,0b = .33
• 3,1,0c = .66
• 3,1,0d = 1
• 3,1,0e = 0-1

Question 5.3.2

Response

In practice, are girls expelled from school because of pregnancy or for
having a baby?
a. Yes, it is nearly universally practiced.
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b. Yes, it is regularly practiced.
c.

Yes, but it is rarely practiced.

d. No.

SELECT
a
b
c
d

e. Value.

Supporting document/citation:
https://www.weforum.org/agenda/2020/08/zimbabwe-illegal-school-pregnant-student/

Researcher comment:
Many parents of pregnant girls, or the girls themselves, decide to quit schooling due to
the pregnancy, and schools do not always do enough to encourage them to stay,
officials say.

Peer review 1 comment:

I agree with additional information.
It is worth noting that allowing girls off school to give birth is not eqivalent to Ministry
granting maternity or paternity leave. Zimbabwe is one of the few countries that have
policy that allow for explusion for boys for fathering a child. such boys are redmitted or
may be transferred to another school after 12 months
(https://www.voazimbabwe.com/a/ministry-of-education-maintains-policy-for-pregnantPeer review 2 comment:
school-girls-102989719/1462612.htm).
--Please select from the options below--

Government comment:

--Please select from the options below--
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RESULTS Educational Fund comment:
The original response appears correct and holds as the final response.

Question 5.3.3: Is there a law or policy enabling pregnant girls to
remain in school and return without restrictions? S
Basis
"Discrimination based on adolescent pregnancy, such as expulsion from schools, should be prohibited,
and opportunities for continuous education should be ensured."
— Committee on the Rights of the Child, General Comment 15, Para. B, Section d
See also: Article 11 (6), African Charter on the Rights and Welfare of the Child; Article 13 (4) (h), African
Youth Charter; Articles 12 (1) (a) (c), Protocol to the African Charter on Human and Peoples’ Rights on
the Rights of Women in Africa; Article 24, Convention on the Rights of the Child
Guidance
Explanation: This question seeks to answer whether there is a law or policy that enables pregnant girls to
remain in school for as long as she can / wants to before giving birth and return as soon as she wants to /
is able to after giving birth. This is known as a ‘continuation policy’.
Necessary Definitions: "Continuation policies” allow the pregnant girl to remain in school, and do not
prescribe a mandatory absence after giving birth.
“Re-entry policies” require pregnant girls and young mothers to drop out of school but provide avenues to
return, provided girls fulfill certain conditions.
Appropriate Supporting Documentation: Acceptable supporting documents includes legislation or national
policy.
Potential Data Sources: Ministry of education, official public records, UNESCO Database on the Right to
Education, Right to Education Initiative – Where to Find Information, Constitute Project, Planipolis,
UNESCO International Bureau on Education
Additional Guidance for Responses: A “yes” response indicates that there is a relevant policy in place. A
“yes” response does not suggest the law is comprehensive or effective.
In the researcher comment section please detail whether the policy address the specific barriers pregnant
girls and young mothers may face in returning to school after giving birth, for example, childcare costs
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and stigmatisation. If you know whether the law or policy is implemented at the local level, please also
indicate on the researcher comment box.
5.3.3 is calculated as:
• Yes, there is a continuation policy = 1
• Yes., there is a re-entry policy = .5
• No = 0.

Question 5.3.3

Response

Is there a policy enabling pregnant girls and adolescent mothers to
remain in school and return without restrictions?
a. Yes, there is a continuation law or policy.
b. Yes, there is a re-entry policy.
c.

No.

SELECT
a
b
c

Supporting document/citation:

Education Ammendment Act of 2020 Section 68C Accessed on
http://mopse.co.zw/sites/default/files/public/downloads/EDUCATION%20AMENDMENT
%20ACT%2C%202019%20%5B%20Act%2015-2019%5D.pdf

Researcher comment:
Section 68C of the Education Amendment Act of 2020 provides that (1) No pupil shall
be excluded from school for non-payment of school fees or on the basis of pregnancy.”

Peer review 1 comment:

I agree without any comment or additional supporting documents.

Peer review 2 comment:
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--Please select from the options below--

Government comment:
--Please select from the options below--

RESULTS Educational Fund comment:

The original response appears correct and holds as the final response.

Question 5.3.4: Is there mandatory pregnancy testing of girls in
schools? S
Basis
"Discrimination based on adolescent pregnancy, such as expulsion from schools, should be prohibited,
and opportunities for continuous education should be ensured."
— Committee on the Rights of the Child, General Comment 15, Para. B, Section d
See also: Article 11 (6), African Charter on the Rights and Welfare of the Child; Article 13 (4) (h), African
Youth Charter; Articles 12 (1) (a) (c), Protocol to the African Charter on Human and Peoples’ Rights on
the Rights of Women in Africa; Article 24, Convention on the Rights of the Child
Guidance
Explanation: This question seeks to answer whether girls are subjected to mandatory pregnancy testing
either as official government policy or individual school practice.
Necessary Definitions: “Mandatory pregnancy testing’ is the practice of making girls undergo a pregnancy
test with or without consent in order to identify pregnant girls.
Appropriate Supporting Documentation: Acceptable supporting documents include government and nongovernmental reports, local or international news articles, data from reputable regional or multi-national
organizations such as the UN or World Bank, data from a nationally representative survey, or expert
testimony.
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Potential Data Sources: Human Rights Watch
Additional Guidance for Responses: A “yes” response indicates that mandatory pregnancy testing is
practiced.
5.3.4 is calculated as:
• Yes = 0
• No = 1

Question 5.3.4

Response

Is there mandatory pregnancy testing of girls in schools?
a. Yes
b. No

SELECT
a
b

Supporting document/citation:

Researcher comment:

Information not available

Peer review 1 comment:

I agree without any comment or additional supporting documents.

Peer review 2 comment:

--Please select from the options below--
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Government comment:
--Please select from the options below--

RESULTS Educational Fund comment:
The original response appears correct and holds as the final response.

Question 5.3.5: Does national law prohibit child marriage (below the
age of 18)? S W
Basis
“Child marriage, also referred to as early marriage, is any marriage where at least one of the parties is
under 18 years of age… As a matter of respecting the child’s evolving capacities and autonomy in making
decisions that affect her or his life, in exceptional circumstances a marriage of a mature, capable child
below the age of 18 may be allowed provided that the child is at least 16 years old and that such
decisions are made by a judge based on legitimate exceptional grounds defined by law and on the
evidence of maturity without deference to cultures and traditions… In cases of child and/or forced
marriages, particularly where the husband is significantly older than the bride, and where girls have
limited education, the girls generally have limited decision-making power in relation to their own lives.
Child marriages also contribute to higher rates of school dropout, particularly among girls, forced
exclusion from school, increased risk of domestic violence and to limiting the enjoyment of the right to
freedom of movement.”
— Committee on the Rights of the Child, General Comment 18, Paragraph 6, Section 2.19
See also: Article 16 (2), 24 (3), and 28 (1) (e), Convention on the Rights of the Child; Article 10 (f) & 16
(2), Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women; Article 24 (3) & 16 (2)
Convention on the Rights of the Child; Article 12 (2) (c), Protocol to the African Charter on Human and
Peoples’ Rights on the Rights of Women in Africa; Article 2, Convention on Consent to Marriage,
Minimum Age for Marriage and Registration of Marriages; Joint general recommendation/general
comment No. 31 of the Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination against Women and No. 18 of the
Committee on the Rights of the Child on harmful practices; Para 16, Committee on the Rights of the Child
General Comment 4.
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Guidance
Explanation: This question seeks to answer whether national law explicitly prohibits marriage before the
age of 18.
Necessary Definitions: "Child Marriage” is any marriage in which one of the participants is under the age
of 18.
Appropriate Supporting Documentation: Acceptable supporting documents include national law such as a
national constitution, education act, or children’s rights act.
Potential Data Sources: Official public records, Girls Not Brides, UCLA WORLD Policy Analysis Center,
UNICEF Data on Child Marriage
Additional Guidance for Responses: A “yes” response indicates that the appropriate language is present
in the law. If the law allows for exceptions, for instance, if the girl is pregnant, if a judge or parent
approves it, if it’s permitted under customary law, then please put ‘no’. A “yes” response does not suggest
the law is effective.
5.3.5 is calculated as:
• Yes = 1
• No = 0

Question 5.3.5

Response

Does national law prohibit child marriage (below the age of 18)?
a. Yes
b. No

SELECT
a
b

Supporting document/citation:
1.https://www.mondaq.com/family-law/903972/child-marriages-in-zimbabwe-violationof-human-rights-for-the-girl-child
2. https://www.newsday.co.zw/2021/08/16-year-olds-can-consent-to-sex-ziyambi/
3.https://www.chronicle.co.zw/align-age-of-consent-marriage-policies-to-protect-girl-ch
ild/

Researcher comment:
In 2016 the Constitutional Court of Zimbabwe ruled that child marriages are
unconstitutional. In the Constitutional Court's ruling it focused primarily on the
infringement of fundamental human rights created by child marriages. In this regard
section 81(2) of the Constitution of Zimbabwe Amendment No. 20 Act 2013 states that
a child's best interests are paramount in every matter concerning the child and
Section 81(e) protects every child from economic and sexual exploitation and any
form of abuse.Zimbabwe is a signatory to the Convention on the Rights of the Child
and the African Charter on the Rights and Welfare of the Child, both of which
advocate against harmful socio-cultural practices including forced early marriages.
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Recently, there have been strides made to conform the country’s legal regime to
these international standards. In a landmark decision of 2016, the country’s top court
outlawed child marriages with its attendant harmful practices. Furthermore, the court

Peer review 1 comment:
I agree with additional information.

Child marriage is constitutionally not permissible. In addition to the
Constitutional Court of Zimbabwe that set a minimum age for marriage at
18, other sections that prohibits forced marriage are.
1.Section 78 of the Constitution (Marriage Rights) states that no person shall be
compelled to marry against their will”.
2. Section 26(1) of the Constitution requires the State to take appropriate measures to
Peer review
comment:
ensure
that no2marriage
is entered into without the free and full consent of the
intended spouses.
--Please select from the options below-3.Section 26(2) of the Constitution requires the State to take measures to ensure that
children are not pledged in marriage.
4.Section 56 governs gender equality and non discrimination, including that all
persons are equal before the law and have the right to equal protection and benefit of
the law, and that women and men have the right to equal treatment.
5. The National Gender Policy 2013–2017
Government
comment:
6.
Domestic Violence
Act: forbids child marriage as a form of domestic
violence.( https://www.girlsnotbrides.org/documents/507/PLAN_18_policy_brief_zimb
--Please
select from the options below-abwe_final.pdf)

RESULTS Educational Fund comment:

The original response appears correct and holds as the final response.

Question 5.3.6: What percent of women are married by the age of 18?
P

Basis
“Child marriage, also referred to as early marriage, is any marriage where at least one of the parties is
under 18 years of age… As a matter of respecting the child’s evolving capacities and autonomy in making
decisions that affect her or his life, in exceptional circumstances a marriage of a mature, capable child
below the age of 18 may be allowed provided that the child is at least 16 years old and that such
decisions are made by a judge based on legitimate exceptional grounds defined by law and on the
evidence of maturity without deference to cultures and traditions… In cases of child and/or forced
marriages, particularly where the husband is significantly older than the bride, and where girls have
limited education, the girls generally have limited decision-making power in relation to their own lives.
Child marriages also contribute to higher rates of school dropout, particularly among girls, forced
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exclusion from school, increased risk of domestic violence and to limiting the enjoyment of the right to
freedom of movement.”
— Committee on the Rights of the Child, General Comment 18, Paragraph 6, Section 2.19
See also: Article 16 (2), 24 (3), and 28 (1) (e), Convention on the Rights of the Child; Article 10 (f) & 16
(2), Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women; Article 24 (3) & 16 (2)
Convention on the Rights of the Child; Article 12 (2) (c), Protocol to the African Charter on Human and
Peoples’ Rights on the Rights of Women in Africa; Article 2, Convention on Consent to Marriage,
Minimum Age for Marriage and Registration of Marriages; Joint general recommendation/general
comment No. 31 of the Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination against Women and No. 18 of the
Committee on the Rights of the Child on harmful practices; Para 16, Committee on the Rights of the Child
General Comment 4.
Guidance
Explanation: This question seeks to answer whether marriage before the age of 18 occurs in practice and
if so, to what extent.
Necessary Definitions: "Child Marriage”, also known as child marriage, is any marriage in which one of
the participants is under the age of 18.
Examples: In Bangladesh in 2011 65% of girls were married by age 18 (UNICEF Data on Child Marriage).
Appropriate Supporting Documentation: Acceptable supporting documents may include government
reports, non-governmental research reports, local or international news articles, data from a nationally
representative survey or questionnaire, data from a reputable regional or multi-national organization such
as the UN or the World Bank, or in the absence of all else, expert testimony.
Potential Data Sources: Official public records, Girls Not Brides, UCLA WORLD Policy Analysis Center,
UNICEF Data on Child Marriage
Calculation: 5.3.6 is calculated as a percentage subtracted from 100%.

Question 5.3.6
What percent of women are married by the age of 18?

Response

34

Supporting document/citation:

1.https://www.unicef.org/zimbabwe/reports/zimbabwe-2019-mics-survey-findings-repo
rt

Year:

2019
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Researcher comment:

Peer review 1 comment:
I agree without any comment or additional supporting documents.

Peer review 2 comment:
--Please select from the options below--

Government comment:

--Please select from the options below--

RESULTS Educational Fund comment:

The original response appears correct and holds as the final response.
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Question 5.3.7: Is age-appropriate comprehensive sexuality education
part of the national curriculum? P
Basis
“States Parties shall take all appropriate measures with a view to achieving full realisation of this right and
shall, in particular… Promote culturally appropriate, age specific sexuality and responsible parenthood
education
— African Youth Charter, Article 13 (4) (n)
See also: Article 10 (h), Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women
Guidance
Explanation: This question seeks to answer whether age-appropriate comprehensive sexuality education
is part of the national curriculum.
Necessary Definitions: "Comprehensive sexuality education” is a curriculum-based process of teaching
and learning about the cognitive, emotional, physical and social aspects of sexuality. It aims to equip
children and young people with knowledge, skills, attitudes and values that will empower them to realize
their health, well-being and dignity; develop respectful social and sexual relationships; consider how their
choices affect their own well-being and that of others; and understand and ensure the protection of their
rights throughout their lives.
Appropriate Supporting Documentation: National curricula
Potential Data Sources: Ministry of education, UNESCO Database on the Right to Education,
UNESCO International Bureau on Education, UNFPA, UNESCO,
5.3.7 is calculated as:
• Yes = 1
• No = 0

Question 5.3.7
Is age-appropriate comprehensive sexuality education part of the
national curriculum?
a. Yes
b. No

Response

SELECT
a
b

Supporting document/citation:

1.https://zimbabwe.unfpa.org/en/news/strengthening-sexuality-education-and-gbv-pre
vention-schools-teachers-meaningfully-engaged
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Year:

2021

Researcher comment:
Following the review of the school curriculum, content on Guidance and Counselling
syllabus has been updated to strengthen Life skills, Comprehensive Sexuality,
HIV/AIDS and GBV education in the Curriculum Framework 2015-2022. Guidance
and Counselling is included in the curriculum to be taught from Infant to the
Secondary Education level. Additionally to being a learning area, Guidance and
Counselling is also implemented as a programme and a counselling service.

Peer review 1 comment:
I agree without any comment or additional supporting documents.

Peer review 2 comment:
--Please select from the options below--

Government comment:

--Please select from the options below--

RESULTS Educational Fund comment:
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The original response appears correct and holds as the final response.

Question 5.3.8: Are teachers trained to deliver age-appropriate
comprehensive sexuality education? P
Basis
“States Parties shall take all appropriate measures with a view to achieving full realisation of this right and
shall, in particular… Promote culturally appropriate, age specific sexuality and responsible parenthood
education
— African Youth Charter, Article 13 (4) (n)
See also: Article 10 (h), Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women
Guidance
Explanation: This question seeks to answer whether teachers are trained to deliver age-appropriate
comprehensive sexuality education as stipulated in the national curriculum.
Necessary Definitions: "Comprehensive sexuality education” is a curriculum-based process of teaching
and learning about the cognitive, emotional, physical and social aspects of sexuality. It aims to equip
children and young people with knowledge, skills, attitudes and values that will empower them to realize
their health, well-being and dignity; develop respectful social and sexual relationships; consider how their
choices affect their own well-being and that of others; and understand and ensure the protection of their
rights throughout their lives.
Appropriate Supporting Documentation: National curricula
Potential Data Sources: Ministry of education, UNESCO Database on the Right to Education,
UNESCO International Bureau on Education, UNFPA, UNESCO,
5.3.8 is calculated as:
• Yes = 1
• No = 0

Question 5.3.8
Are teachers trained to deliver age-appropriate comprehensive sexuality
education?
a. Yes
b. No

Response

SELECT
a
b

Supporting document/citation:
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1.https://healtheducationresources.unesco.org/sites/default/files/resources/cse_in_tea
cher_training_in_esa.pdf

Year: 2015
Researcher comment:
Since 2010, the UN Interagency Task Team for young people in the Eastern and
Southern Africa (ESA) region has supported Ministries of Education (MOEs) in the
ESA region to strengthen the sexuality education (SE) component of current life
skills-based HIV education programmes. This collaboration has been instrumental in
moving the comprehensive sexuality education (CSE) agenda forward. As review of
syllabi and curriculum are completed across school levels (primary, secondary and
tertiary), efforts are gradually shifting toward training of teachers who deliver CSE

Peer review 1 comment:
I agree with additional information.

some of the other steps the government has taken to ensure teachers are trained are:
1.CSE is a compulsory module in preparing teachers for the teaching profession in
Zimbabwe.
2. In-service teacher training: a large numbers of teachers already in service
within a short time frame with new content, methodologies and support
3.a wide variety of providers, including some TTIs, civil society organisations and
Peer reviewprovided
2 comment:
programmes
through channels of the MOE, such as district-level offices,
curriculum development centres and more
--Please select from the options below-(https://healtheducationresources.unesco.org/sites/default/files/resources/cse_in_teac
her_training_in_esa.pdf).

Government comment:

--Please select from the options below--
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RESULTS Educational Fund comment:
The original response appears correct and holds as the final response.

Subtheme 5.4: Child Labor
Question 5.4.1: Is the legal minimum age of employment 15 or above?
SW

Basis
"The minimum age specified in pursuance of paragraph 1 of this Article shall not be less than the age of
completion of compulsory schooling and, in any case, shall not be less than 15 years."
— ILO Minimum Age Convention, Article 2, Paragraph 3
See also: Article 32 (2) (a), Convention on the Rights of the Child; Article 10 (3), International Covenant
on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights; Article 2, ILO Minimum Age Convention; Article 7, European
Social Charter (revised); Article 32, Charter of Fundamental Rights of the European Union; Article 7 (f),
Additional Protocol to the American Convention on Human Rights in the Area of Economic, Social and
Cultural Rights 'Protocol of San Salvador'; Article 32, Charter of Fundamental Rights of the European
Union; Article 27 (3), ASEAN Human Rights Declaration
Guidance
Explanation: This question seeks to answer whether national law explicitly establishes a minimum age of
employment of at least 15 years old.
Necessary Definitions: “Employment” includes work in the formal sector in which work is exchanged for a
salary or wage.
Appropriate Supporting Documentation: Acceptable supporting documents include national law such as a
national constitution, education act, or labor act.
Potential Data Sources: Ministry of work, ministry of education, official public records, UCLA WORLD
Policy Analysis Center, UNICEF, ILO, Child Labor Coalition
Additional Guidance for Responses: A “yes” response indicates that the appropriate language is present
in the law. A “yes” response does not suggest the law is comprehensive or effective.
5.4.1 is calculated as:
• Yes = 1
• No = 0
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Question 5.4.1

Response

Is the legal minimum age of employment 15 or above?
a. Yes
b. No

SELECT
a
b

Supporting document/citation:
1. https://mywage.org/zimbabwe/decent-work-check/fair-treatment/minors-and-youth
2. Section 11(1) of the Labour Act 1985; §3 of the Labour Amendment Act, 2015
3.

Researcher comment:
Minimum age for apprenticeship and for other employment is 16 years. The
Zimbabwean Government while ratifying convention 138 on minimum age in year
2000 specified the minimum age as 14 years. Minimum Age for Hazardous Work,
which is likely to jeopardise the child health, safety or morals, is set as 18 years. The
constitution also requires the state to take appropriate legislative measures to protect
children from exploitative labour practices and ensure that children are not engaged in
work that is inappropriate to their age and places at risk their well-being, education,
physical
or mental
health and spiritual, moral or social development. The Constitution
Peer review
1 comment:
further states that every child below eighteen years of age has a right to be protected
from
economic
sexual exploitation,
from
child labour,
from maltreatment, neglect
I agree
without and
any comment
or additional
supporting
documents.
or any form of abuse; and education, health care services, nutrition and shelter.

Peer review 2 comment:

--Please select from the options below--
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Government comment:

--Please select from the options below--

RESULTS Educational Fund comment:

The original response appears correct and holds as the final response.

Question 5.4.2: Has the government adopted specific measures to
combat child labor? S W
Basis
“States Parties shall take legislative, administrative, social and educational measures to ensure the
implementation of the present article. To this end, and having regard to the relevant provisions of other
international instruments, States Parties shall in particular:
(a) Provide for a minimum age or minimum ages for admission to employment; (b) Provide for appropriate
regulation of the hours and conditions of employment; (c) Provide for appropriate penalties or other
sanctions to ensure the effective enforcement of the present article."
— Convention on the Rights of the Child, Article 32, Paragraph 2
See also: Revised European Social Charter 7.3, Protocol of San Salvador 7(f), ILO Convention 138
Minimum Age Convention 2.1, ILO Convention 182 on the Worst Forms of Child Labour 7.2
Guidance
Explanation: This question seeks to answer whether a country has established specific measures to
combat child labor – such as minimum age and providing penalties for business and individuals that
participate in child labor.
Necessary Definitions: "Child Labor” is defined as work that deprives children of their childhood, their
potential and their dignity, and that is harmful to physical and mental development. This includes work
that interferes with the child’s opportunity for attending school.
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Examples: In Nepal the Child Labor Act of 1999, prohibits children under the age of 16 from working in
hazardous jobs and limits the hours worked of children age 14 to 16. The Kamaiya Labour Protection Act
of 2001 prohibited bonded labor. (ILO, accessed at
http://www.ilo.org/legacy/english/regions/asro/newdelhi/ipec/responses/nepal/national.htm)
Appropriate Supporting Documentation: Acceptable supporting documents may include government
reports, non-governmental research reports, local or international news articles, the national constitution,
national education acts, national labor acts, or national plan of action.
Potential Data Sources: Ministry of work, ministry of education, official public records, UCLA WORLD
Policy Analysis Center, UNICEF, ILO, Child Labor Coalition
Additional Guidance for Responses: A “yes” response indicates that a measure has been established to
keep children from participating in the labor force. A “yes” response does not suggest that the measure is
effective in reducing child labor.
5.4.2 is calculated as:
• Yes = 1
• No = 0

Question 5.4.2

Response

Has the government adopted specific measures to combat child labor?
a. Yes
b. No

SELECT
a
b

Supporting document/citation:
1. https://www.wvi.org/sites/default/files/2019-10/zimbabwe.pdf

Researcher comment:
The Zimbabwean Government while ratifying convention 138 on minimum age in year
2000 specified the minimum age as 14 years.Minimum Age for Hazardous Work,
which is likely to jeopardise the child health, safety or morals, is set as 18 years. The
constitution also requires the state to take appropriate legislative measures to protect
children from exploitative labour practices and ensure that children are not engaged in
work that is inappropriate to their age and places at risk their well-being, education,
physical or mental health and spiritual, moral or social development. The Constitution
further
states that
every child below eighteen years of age has a right to be protected
Peer review
1 comment:
from economic and sexual exploitation, from child labour, from maltreatment, neglect
or any form of abuse; and education, health care services, nutrition and shelter.
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I agree with additional information.
Additional evidence can be found in the Zimbabwe Labor Act, Chapter 28:01

Peer review 2 comment:
--Please select from the options below--

Government comment:

--Please select from the options below--

RESULTS Educational Fund comment:

The original response appears correct and holds as the final response.

Question 5.4.3: What percent of children under the age of 15 work in
the labor force? P
Basis
"States Parties recognize the right of the child to be protected from economic exploitation and from
performing any work that is likely to be hazardous or to interfere with the child's education, or to be
harmful to the child's health or physical, mental, spiritual, moral or social development (32.1)...States
Parties shall in particular: (c) Provide for appropriate penalties or other sanctions to ensure the effective
enforcement of the present article"
— Convention on the Rights of the Child, Article 32, Paragraph 2, Section c
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See also: Protocol of San Salvador 7(f), Revised European Social Charter 7.3, CRC 32.2(a), ILO
Minimum Age Convention 2.3
Guidance
Explanation: This question seeks to answer whether children under the age of 15 work in practice.
Necessary Definitions: "Child Labor” is defined as work that deprives children of their childhood, their
potential and their dignity, and that is harmful to physical and mental development. This includes work
that interferes with the child’s opportunity for attending school.
Examples: In 2010 in Yemen approximately 16.4% of children age 5 to 14 were employed (Working
children in the Republic of Yemen: The results of the 2010 National Child Labour Survey, 2012)
Appropriate Supporting Documentation: Acceptable supporting documents may include government
reports, non-governmental research reports, local or international news articles, data from a reputable
regional or multi-national organization such as the UN or the World Bank, data from a nationally
representative survey or questionnaire, or in the absence of all else, expert testimony.
Potential Data Sources: Ministry of work, ministry of education, official public records, UCLA WORLD
Policy Analysis Center, UNICEF, ILO, Child Labor Coalition
Calculation: 5.4.3 is calculated as a percentage subtracted from 100%.

Question 5.4.3
What percent of children under the age of 15 work in the labor force?

Response

1.2

Supporting document/citation:

1.https://www.zimstat.co.zw/wp-content/uploads/publications/Economic/Employment/La
bour-Force-Report-2019.pdf

Year:

2019

Researcher comment:
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Peer review 1 comment:

I disagree with comment and/or additional supporting documents.

The supporting document is correct and provides a measure of child labour on table 15.1 - with 1.2%

Peer review 2 comment:
--Please select from the options below--

Government comment:

--Please select from the options below--

RESULTS Educational Fund comment:
The original response has been rectified based on review and/or additional information.

Response revised from no data available to 1.2% with year included (2019)

Subtheme 5.5: Migrants, Refugees, Internally Displaced
Children, and Children Deprived of Liberty
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Question 5.5.1: Do migrant, refugee, or internally displaced children
have to present documents stating their legal status to enroll in
school? P
Basis
“Access…shall not be refused or limited by reason of the irregular situation with respect to stay or
employment…or…irregularity of the child’s stay in the State of employment”
— International Convention on the Protection of the Rights of all Migrant Workers and Members of their
Family, Article 30
Guidance
Explanation: This question seeks to answer whether children are denied access to school due to a lack of
documented legal status. This may include exclusion of those that do not have a birth certificate,
paperwork documenting their families legal work status, or proof of residency.
Necessary Definitions: "Migrant” refers to an individual that has moved to another country or region to
better their material or social conditions and improve the prospect for themselves or their family.
“Refugee” refers to an individual that has moved outside of their country of nationality to avoid
persecution and is unable to return.
“Internally displaced person” refers to an individual that has been displaced from their home due to
coercion or force and remain within their country of nationality.
Examples: In their 2015 Joint Education Needs Assessment Report, UNICEF identified lack of
documentation as one of the main barriers that prevented Syrian refugees from attending school in
Jordan: “Reasons why children had never attended formal education in Jordan were largely similar across
the two age groups. Lack of documentation or financial resources featured highest amongst the younger
children (15 mentions respectively), with lack of financial resources also being the most commonly
mentioned reason amongst children aged 12-17 (16 mentions) and lack of documentation the third most
commonly mentioned reason (11 mentions).” (UNICEF, 2015, p. 47).
Full Citation: UNICEF (2015). Access to education for Syrian refugee children and youth in Jordan host
communities. Joint Education Needs Assessment Report: Education Sector Working Group.
Appropriate Supporting Documentation: Acceptable supporting documents may include government
reports, non-governmental research reports, local or international news articles, national constitutions, or
education acts.
Potential Data Sources: Ministry of education, Humanitarian Practice Network, Global Education
Monitoring Report, INEE
Additional Guidance for Responses: A “yes” response indicates that in any part of the country, migrant,
refugee, or internally displaced children have to present documents stating their legal status to enroll in
school. A “yes” response does not indicate the practice is universally applied across all regions or to all
migrant, refugee, or internally displaced children.
5.5.1 is calculated as:
• Yes = 0
• No = 1
• NA = Not scored
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Question 5.5.1

Response

Do migrant, refugee, or internally displaced children have to present
documents stating their legal status to enroll in school?
a. Yes
b. No
c.

Not applicable/other (please comment)

SELECT
a
b
c

Supporting document/citation:

1. https://digitalcommons.du.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1218&context=djilp
2.https://www.right-to-education.org/sites/right-to-education.org/files/resource-attachm
ents/RTE_UNESCO_Background_Paper_Migrants_2018_En.pdf
3. https://www.herald.co.zw/tokwe-mukosi-tale-of-desolation-hope/

Researcher comment:

According to Badibanga (2010) accessibility of education in Tongogara Refugee camp
is limited by the fact that access to school is located along a dangerous path. The
camp is within the enclosure of a national park and children risk being attacked by
stray animals. Refugees at Tongogara Refugee camp are assisted with a scholarship
program for them to access education however the scholarships do not cover
everyone for instance the Jesuit Refugee Services only provides scholarships for 25
children
yet more
children will be in need of support. It is also mentioned that the
Peer review
1 comment:
scholarships take long to be processed and parents for those children will be asked to
pay
feeswith
for their
children
to access education hence that limits access to education
I agree
additional
information.
for the poor refugee families. During the Tokwe-Mukosi disaster that displaced
While legalof
documents
not beinrequired
enrollment,
the Herald
lack thereof
represents
thousands
people in may
Zimbabwe
2014, itfor
was
stated in the
Newspaper
of
a
barrier
to
full
participation
in
education,
particularly
for
stateless
persons
or
refugees,
14 February 2014 that there has not been a contingency for education as all the
IDPs or migrants
lacking
documentation.
Amnesty
International
reports
children
here have
not been
to school since
disaster
struck. The(2021,
closestp.29)
school
to
that
'Children
who
do
not
have
birth
certificates
continue
to
face
major
challenges.
them was Mulali, a pole and mud one about three kilometres from the camp. There
Thousands
are “classrooms”
prevented from entering the education system or are forced to drop
were
small
Peertwo
review
2 comment: which were not enough for the kids, hence making
out.'
According
to
the report, stateless persons in Zimbabwe are unable to sit national
education not accessible.
examinations
participate
in school
--Please selectand
from
the options
below--sport/recreational activities owing to lack of
documentation: 'The Ministry of Education requires children to produce an identity
document such as a birth certificate or ID in order to be allowed to sit for (a) Grade 7,
the final year of public examinations in primary school; and (b) Ordinary Level
examinations, at the fourth year of secondary education, which qualifies students to
attend vocational training or teachers’ college to enter the job market.84 Schools
require pupils to provide both a birth certificate and an ID before they are permitted to
Government
comment:
sit
secondary school
public examinations.' See pps 20-31 of Amnesty International,
2021. We are like "stray animals" - Thousands living on the margins due to
statelessness in Zimbabwe:
https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/AFR4639322021ENGLISH.pdf
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--Please select from the options below--

RESULTS Educational Fund comment:
The original response appears correct and holds as the final response.

Question 5.5.2: Is primary education available in retention
centers/camps for refugee children? P
Basis
"The Contracting States shall accord to refugees the same treatment as is accorded to national with
respect to elementary education"
— Convention on the Status of Refugees, Article 22 (1)
Guidance
Explanation: This question seeks to answer whether primary education is available to children in retention
centers and refugee camps.
Necessary Definitions: “Refugee” refers to an individual that has moved outside of their country of
nationality to avoid persecution and is unable to return.
“Retention Camp/Center” is defined as a place that provides temporary housing for groups in need.
Examples: In Turkey, children in refugee camps have limited access to education. Schools and teachers
vary by camp and resources are restricted to volunteer teachers and stretched by the increasing number
of refugees from Syria (New York Times, 2014, available at
http://www.nytimes.com/2014/12/29/world/europe/for-children-in-turkish-refugee-camps-schoolsout.html?_r=0)
Appropriate Supporting Documentation: Acceptable supporting documents may include government
reports, non-governmental research reports, local or international news articles, education acts, or, in the
absence of all else, expert testimony.
Potential Data Sources: Ministry of education, Humanitarian Practice Network, Global Education
Monitoring Report, INEE
Additional Guidance for Responses: “Generally available” suggests that between 4 in 10 and 9 in 10 have
access; and “rare or uncommon” suggests that between 1 in 10 and 4 in 10 have access.
5.5.2 is calculated as:
• Yes, it is universally available = 1
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•
•
•
•

Yes, it is generally available = .66
Yes, but availability is rare or uncommon = .33
No = 0
Not applicable/other (please comment) = Not scored

Question 5.5.2

Response

Is primary education available in retention centers/camps for refugee
children?
a. Yes, it is universally available.
b. Yes, it is generally available.
c.

Yes, but availability is rare or uncommon.

d. No.

SELECT
a
b
c
d
e

e. Not applicable/other (please comment).

Supporting document/citation:
1.http://www.voazimbabwe.com/content/zimbabwe-tokwe-mukosi-dam-deliberate-dam
-breach/1915188.html paragraph 17 accessed 21 April 2018
2. http://www.herald.co.zw/tokwe-mukosi-tale-of-desolation-hope/ The Herald of 14
February 2014 accessed 21 April 2018
3. Babidanga M (2010),Educational Opportunities for Refugee Women and Girls of the
Democratic Republic of Congo. A dissertation submitted in Partial Fulfillment of
Masters in Women's Law Southern and Eastern
African
Regional
Center for Women's Law, University of Zimbabwe page 30.
Researcher
comment:

According to Badibanga (2010) accessibility of education in Tongogara Refugee camp
is limited by the fact that access to school is located along a dangerous path. The
camp is within the enclosure of a national park and children risk being attacked by
stray animals. Refugees at Tongogara Refugee camp are assisted with a scholarship
program for them to access education however the scholarships do not cover
everyone for instance the Jesuit Refugee Services only provides scholarships for 25
children yet more children will be in need of support. It is also mentioned that the
scholarships
long to be processed and parents for those children will be asked to
Peer reviewtake
1 comment:
pay fees for their children to access education hence that limits access to education
the poorwith
refugee
families.
During
the Tokwe-Mukosi
disaster that displaced
Ifor
disagree
comment
and/or
additional
supporting documents.
thousands of people in Zimbabwe in 2014, it was stated in the Herald Newspaper of
See
also the 2014
following
from
UNHCR
Zimbabwe
Sheet as
- September
14 February
that excerpt
there has
notthe
been
a contingency
forFact
education
all the
2021
(p.2),
https://reporting.unhcr.org/document/406:
children
here
have not been to school since disaster struck. The closest school to
'Education
them was Mulali, a pole and mud one about three kilometres from the camp. There
■were
Tongogara
refugee
camp has
a population
of 7,104for
children
aged
3-18making
years as of
two small
“classrooms”
which
were not enough
the kids,
hence
30
August not
2021(3,473
boys and 3,631 girls). Some 62 per cent of children in the camp
education
Peer review
2accessible
comment:
are enrolled in formal education.
■ National lockdowns and mandatory school closures due to the COVID-19 pandemic
continue to affect the education of refugee and host community children.
■ Refugees and asylum seekers are included in the national education system.
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UNHCR provides support with school fees and learning materials for children at
primary and secondary levels.
■ UNHCR supports16refugees to access tertiary learning opportunities in Zimbabwe’s

--Please select from the options below--

Government comment:

--Please select from the options below--

RESULTS Educational Fund comment:
The original response has been rectified based on review and/or additional information.

Changed answer from c. to b., in light of UNHCR data and focus on access for
refugees, rather than displacement more generally.

Question 5.5.3: Can refugee children access public schools? P
Basis
"The Contracting States shall accord to refugees the same treatment as is accorded to national with
respect to elementary education"
“Contracting States shall accord to refugees treatment as favourable as possible, and, in any event, not
less favourable than that accorded to aliens generally in the same circumstances, with respect to
education other than elementary education”.
— Convention on the Status of Refugees, Article 22
Guidance
Explanation: This question seeks to answer whether refugees can access pre-primary, primary,
secondary, and tertiary education within the national education system of the host country. Participation in
host country education systems facilitates transition through education levels.
Necessary Definitions: “Refugee” refers to an individual that has moved outside of their country of
nationality to avoid persecution and is unable to return.
“Public schools” refers to schools that are part of the national education system and run by the state or
public bodies.
Examples: “Turkey (with an affected population of 3.8 million – the largest in the world – mainly from the
Syrian Arab Republic) decided to include all Syrian refugee children in the national education system over
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the next three years and phase out separate provision”. (Global Education Monitoring Report: Migration,
p.61)
Appropriate Supporting Documentation: Acceptable supporting documents may include laws, policies,
government reports, non-governmental research reports, local or international news articles, education
acts, or, in the absence of all else, expert testimony.
Potential Data Sources: Ministry of education, Humanitarian Practice Network, Global Education
Monitoring Report, INEE
Additional Guidance for Responses: A “yes” response indicates that refugee children can access the
relevant level of education. A “yes” response does not suggest that the education provided is of high
quality or effective.
5.5.3 is calculated as:
• Yes = 1
• No = 0
• Not applicable/other (please comment) = Not scored

Question 5.5.3

Response

Can refugee children access public schools?
a. At the pre-primary level?

a.

YES

b. At the primary level?

b.

YES

c.

c.

YES

d.

YES

At the secondary level?

d. At the tertiary level?

Supporting document/citation:
UNHCR and WFP Joint Assessment Mission Report: Tongogara Refugee Camp,
Zimbabwe, 2014
(https://documents.wfp.org/stellent/groups/public/documents/ena/wfp278454.pdf?
_ga=2.117415814.1032589603.1642180295-1721192511.1638810832)

Researcher comment:

Children in refugee camps receive education integrated with the general education
system in Zimbabwe. According to UNHCR and WFP Joint Assessment Mission
Report (2014) children in refugee camps have access to primary and secondary
education and they learn together with natives from the nearby communities under the
same conditions. There is an Accelerated Learning Programme (ALP) for children of
primary school going age who had dropped out of school for one reason or another
and seek to return to formal schooling at Grades 2 to 6. English and Chishona are
taught to build their language skills. With the help of refugee teachers in the
community French and Kiswahili are also taught to ensure their future reintegration 193
RTEI 2021 Questionnaire: Adaptability
upon their eventual return to countries of origin. Children under the ALP are
reintegrated into school the following school year. The subjects offered in refugee
schools are similar to those offered in other Zimbabwean schools and are in line with

Peer review 1 comment:

I agree with additional information.
See also the following excerpt from the UNHCR Zimbabwe Fact Sheet - September
2021 (p.2), https://reporting.unhcr.org/document/406:
'Education
...
■ Refugees and asylum seekers are included in the national education system.
UNHCR provides support with school fees and learning materials for children at
primary and secondary levels.'
Peer review 2 comment:

--Please select from the options below--

Government comment:

--Please select from the options below--

RESULTS Educational Fund comment:
The original response appears correct and holds as the final response.

Question 5.5.4: What percent of refugee children are enrolled in
schools? P
Basis
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"The Contracting States shall accord to refugees the same treatment as is accorded to national with
respect to elementary education"
“Contracting States shall accord to refugees treatment as favourable as possible, and, in any event, not
less favourable than that accorded to aliens generally in the same circumstances, with respect to
education other than elementary education”.
— Convention on the Status of Refugees, Article 22
Guidance
Explanation: This question seeks to answer what percentage of refugee children are enrolled in public
schools at the pre-primary, primary, secondary, and tertiary education within the national education
system.
Necessary Definitions:
“Refugee” refers to an individual that has moved outside of their country of nationality to avoid
persecution and is unable to return.
“Public schools” refers to schools that are part of the national education systems and run by the state or
public bodies.
Examples: “Behind the global average number of refugee children out of school, there are significant
differences among countries. Primary enrolment rates average 80% in selected refugee sites in Egypt,
the Islamic Republic of Iran and Yemen, but only 40% in Pakistan and 50% in Ethiopia.
“Access to secondary education is even more limited for refugees in many countries. In Kenya, Pakistan
and Bangladesh, less than 5% of adolescents aged 12 to 17 were enrolled in secondary education.
Enrolment in early childhood education also remains very limited in some countries, reaching only 7% in
Turkey in 2015.” (UNESCO, Refugee children are five times more likely to be out of school than others.)
Appropriate Supporting Documentation: Acceptable supporting documents may include government
reports, non-governmental research reports, local or international news articles, education acts, or, in the
absence of all else, expert testimony.
Potential Data Sources: Ministry of education, UNHCR UK—Refugee education, Humanitarian Practice
Network, Global Education Monitoring Report, INEE
Additional Guidance for Responses: A “yes” response indicates that education provided to refugee
children is aligned with the education available in the general education system. A “yes” response does
not suggest that the education provided is of high quality or effective.
5.5.4 is calculated as the value specified.

Question 5.5.4

Response

What percentage of refugee children are enrolled in public schools?
a. At the pre-primary level?

a.

No data

b. At the primary level?

b.

No data

c.

c.

No data

At the secondary level?

d. At the tertiary level?
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Supporting document/citation:

Researcher comment:

Peer review 1 comment:

I agree with additional information.
Data specifically regarding enrolment in formal education in Tongogara refugee camp
are available. See UNHCR Zimbabwe Fact Sheet - September 2021 (p.2),
https://reporting.unhcr.org/document/406:
'Education
■ Tongogara refugee camp has a population of 7,104 children aged 3-18 years as of
30 August 2021 (3,473 boys and 3,631 girls). Some 62 per cent of children in the
camp are enrolled in formal education.
Peer review 2 comment:
■ National lockdowns and mandatory school closures due to the COVID-19 pandemic
continue
affect
thethe
education
refugee and host community children.
--Please to
select
from
optionsofbelow-■ Refugees and asylum seekers are included in the national education system.
UNHCR provides support with school fees and learning materials for children at
primary and secondary levels.
■ UNHCR supports16 refugees to access tertiary learning opportunities in Zimbabwe’s
public universities through the Albert Einstein German Academic Refugee Initiative
(DAFI) scholarship programme.
■Refugee and asylum-seeker children and youth have limited access to the digital and
other remote learning opportunities provided by the authorities during the pandemic,
Government
comment:
although
assistant
teachers have reached 415 camp-based learners of all ages to
supplement educational opportunities during school closures.'
--Please select from the options below--
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RESULTS Educational Fund comment:

The original response appears correct and holds as the final response.

Question 5.5.5: Is education available in prison?

P

Basis
"Provision shall be made for the further education of all prisoners capable of profiting thereby…The
education of illiterates and young prisoners shall be compulsory"
— Standard Minimum Rules for the Treatment of Prisoners, Article 77
See also: Article 77 (2), Standard Minimum Rules for the Treatment of Prisoners; Rule 38, Rules for the
Protection of Juveniles Deprived of their Liberty; Article 10 (3), International Covenant on Civil and
Political Rights
Guidance
Explanation: This question seeks to answer whether education is made available to all children and
illiterate adults in prison.
Necessary Definitions: "Prison” is defined as a building in which individuals are held as punishment for
their crime or while awaiting trial.
Examples: In the United Kingdom, “Courses are normally available to help prisoners get new skills, e.g.
learning to read and write, use computers and do basic maths. Most prisoners get an Individual Learning
Plan listing courses and training.” (https://www.gov.uk/life-in-prison/education-and-work-in-prison)
Appropriate Supporting Documentation: Acceptable supporting documents may include government
reports, non-governmental research reports, local or international news articles, data from a reputable
regional or multi-national organization such as the UN or the World Bank, data from a nationally
representative survey or questionnaire, or in the absence of all else, expert testimony.
Potential Data Sources: Ministry of education, ministry of justice, UNESCO Database on the Right to
Education, Right to Education Initiative – Where to Find Information, Planipolis, UNESCO International
Bureau on Education
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Additional Guidance for Responses: “Generally available” suggests that education is available in between
4 in 10 and 9 in 10 prisons; and “rare or uncommon” suggests it is available in between 1 in 10 and 4 in
10 prisons.
5.5.5 is calculated as:
• Yes, it is universally available. = 1
• Yes, it is generally available. = .66
• Yes, but availability is rare or uncommon. = .33
• No = 0

Question 5.5.5

Response

Is education available in prison?
a. Yes, it is universally available.
b. Yes, it is generally available.
c.

Yes, but availability is rare or uncommon.

d. No.

SELECT
a
b
c
d

Supporting document/citation:
1. Chigunwe G (2014), Access and Inclusion of Inmates to Education through Open
and Distance Learning Mode page 8 paragraph 2 http://www.lis.zou.ac.zw:8080/
dspace/bitstream/0/188/1/Inmate%20and%20Education-1218131037%20Chigunwe.
pdf

Researcher comment:

According to Chigunwe (2014) ,"prisoners are taught how to read and write, ordinary
and advanced level, vocational training. It was noted that academic education is
provided in the form of general education or literacy classes. These enable inmates to
learn to read, write and perform basic mathematical computations. This is especially
important in correctional settings and for rehabilitation purposes. More so,
rehabilitation and reintegration of most prisons in Zimbabwe is in the form of giving
inmates access to primary and secondary education as well as access to vocational
trainings
in the1form
of practical programs. In such instances, inmates are offered
Peer review
comment:
courses in agriculture, woodwork, music, peace keeping, non violence and human
rights,
toany
promote
their or
self
esteem, supporting
tolerance and
conflict management skills.
I agreemeant
without
comment
additional
documents.
The goal of such activities is to prepare the prisoner for success outside prison and to
enhance the rehabilitative aspects of prison".
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Peer review 2 comment:

--Please select from the options below--

Government comment:

--Please select from the options below--

RESULTS Educational Fund comment:
The original response appears correct and holds as the final response.

Question 5.5.6: Do imprisoned children receive education integrated
with the general education system (i.e., same curricula)? P
Basis
"Every juvenile of compulsory school age has the right to education suited to his or her needs and abilities
and designed to prepare him or her for return to society. Such education should be provided outside the
detention facility in community schools wherever possible and, in any case, by qualified teachers through
programmes integrated with the education system of the country so that, after release, juveniles may
continue their education without difficulty"
— Rules for the Protection of Juveniles Deprived of their Liberty, Article 38
See also: Article 77 (2), Standard Minimum Rules for the Treatment of Prisoners; Rule 38, Rules for the
Protection of Juveniles Deprived of their Liberty; Article 10 (3), International Covenant on Civil and
Political Rights
Guidance
Explanation: This question seeks to answer whether children in prison receive education integrated with
the national education system. This includes curriculum that is aligned with national education standards.
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Necessary Definitions: "Imprisoned” an individual held within a prison as punishment for their crime.
Examples: In Argentina although education is available for non-reprimanded prisoners the “educational
curricula is not homogeneous across states” (Alzua, Rodriguez, & Villa, 2010)
Complete citation: Alzua, M.L., Rodriguez, C. & Villa, E. (2010). The Quality of Life in Prisons: Do
Educational Programs Reduce In-Prison Conflicts? Available at: http://www.nber.org/chapters/c11843
Appropriate Supporting Documentation: Acceptable supporting documents may include government
reports, non-governmental research reports, local or international news articles, the national constitution,
national education acts, or national plan of action.
Potential Data Sources: Ministry of education, ministry of justice, UNESCO Database on the Right to
Education, Right to Education Initiative – Where to Find Information, Planipolis, UNESCO International
Bureau on Education
Additional Guidance for Responses: A “yes” response indicates that education provided to imprisoned
children is integrated within the national education system. A “yes” response does not suggest that the
education provided is of high quality or effective.
5.5.6 is calculated as:
• Yes = 1
• No = 0
• Not applicable/other (please comment) = Not scored

Question 5.5.6
Do imprisoned children receive education integrated with the general
education system (i.e., same curricula)?
a. Yes
b. No
c.

Response

SELECT
a
b
N/A

Not applicable/other (please comment)

Supporting document/citation:
1. Chigunwe G (2014) ,Access and Inclusion of Inmates to Education through Open
and Distance Learning Mode page 8 paragraph 2 http://www.lis.zou.ac.zw:8080/
dspace/bitstream/0/188/1/Inmate%20and%20Education-1218131037%20Chigunwe.
pdf

Researcher comment:
Although education is available in prisons in Zimbabwe, the curriculum is not
homogeneous with the mainstream curriculum as the one in prisons is rich with
practical components. According to Chigunwe (2014) "inmates are offered courses in
agriculture, woodwork, music, peace keeping, non violence and human rights, meant
to promote their self esteem, tolerance and conflict management skills. Such
educational programs offered inside prisons are typically provided and managed by
the prison systems in which they reside. The goal of such activities is to prepare the
prisoner for success outside prison and to enhance the rehabilitative aspects of
RTEI 2021 Questionnaire: Adaptability
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prison".

Peer review 1 comment:

I agree with additional information.
While the availability, type and quality of education delivered vary widely across
prisons, it should be noted that there are indeed reports of prisons that follow the
national curriculum and enable prisoners to sit national exams, in addition to those
that offer vocational training - see for example:
pps.32-34 of 'Rights behind bars: A study of prison conditions in Zimbabwe' by
Peer review 2 comment:
Zimbabwe Human Rights NGO Forum
https://www.hrforumzim.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/10/Prison-Report-2018.pdf
--Please
select from the options below-'206 inmates sit for 2021 exams', The Sunday Mail, 17 December 2021
https://www.sundaymail.co.zw/new-206-inmates-sit-for-2021-exams
Zimbabwe Prisons and Correctional Service - 'Academic Education'
http://www.zpcs.gov.zw/academic-education/
Government comment:

--Please select from the options below--

RESULTS Educational Fund comment:

The original response appears correct and holds as the final response.
Note the addition of more recent sources that suggest that a number of prisons do
follow national curricula for primary and secondary education and enable inmates to
take national exams, though this is not consistent across all prisons.

Subtheme 5.6: Armed Conflict
Question 5.6.1: Is the legal minimum age of military recruitment 15 or
above? S W
Basis
"States Parties shall take all feasible measures to ensure that persons who have not attained the age of
fifteen years do not take a direct part in hostilities."
— Convention on the Rights of the Child, Article 38, Paragraph 2
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See also: Article 38 (2) (3), Convention on the Rights of the Child; Articles 1 & 2 Optional Protocol to the
Convention on the Rights of the Child on the involvement of children in armed conflict; Article 3, ILO
Minimum Age Convention; Article 3 (a), ILO Worst Forms of Child Labour Convention; Article 77 (2),
Protocol Additional to the Geneva Conventions of 12 August 1949, and relating to the Protection of
Victims of International Armed Conflicts (Protocol I); Article 4 (3) (c), Protocol Additional to the Geneva
Conventions of 12 August 1949, and relating to the Protection of Victims of Non-International Armed
Conflicts (Protocol II); Articles 8 (2) (b) (xxvi) & 8 (2) (e) (vii), Rome Statute; Article 22 (2), African Charter
on the Rights and Welfare of the Child
Guidance
Explanation: This question seeks to answer whether national law explicitly establishes the age of military
recruitment at 15 or above.
Necessary Definitions: "Military Recruitment” includes the act of requesting individuals to join the military.
This may include voluntary requests, in addition to, coercion, or forced recruitment.
Appropriate Supporting Documentation: Acceptable supporting documents include national law such as a
national constitution, education act or child’s rights act.
Potential Data Sources: Ministry of education, ministry of defence, Child Soldiers World Index, Human
Rights Watch – Child Soldiers, UNICEF–Children recruited by armed forces
Additional Guidance for Responses: A “yes” response indicates that the appropriate language is present
in the law. A “yes” response does not suggest the law is comprehensive or effective.
5.6.1 is calculated as:
• Yes = 1
• No = 0
• Not Applicable = Not scored

Question 5.6.1
Is the legal minimum age of military recruitment 15 or above?
a. Yes
b. No
c.

Response

SELECT
a
b
N/A

Not Applicable (please comment)

Supporting document/citation:

https://zwefinder.net/zimbabwe-national-army-recruitment-dates/
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Researcher comment:
The Zimbabwean Military recruits those who are aged between 18 to 22 years for
general duty soldiers and regular officers with Ordinary Level qualifications, 18 to 25
years for medical cadets, and 18 to 24 years for regular officers with degrees or
diplomas. This shows that the minimum age of recruitment for the military is 18 years
in Zimbabwe

Peer review 1 comment:
I agree with additional information.

See also 'Zimbabwe - Practice Relating to 136. Recrutiment of Child Soldiers' in the
ICRC IHL database:
https://ihl-databases.icrc.org/customary-ihl/eng/docindex/v2_cou_zw_rule136

Peer review 2 comment:

--Please select from the options below--

Government comment:

--Please select from the options below--

RESULTS Educational Fund comment:
The original response appears correct and holds as the final response.
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Question 5.6.2: Are children under the age of 15 recruited by the
military in practice? P W
Basis
"States Parties shall take all feasible measures to ensure that persons who have not attained the age of
fifteen years do not take a direct part in hostilities."
— Convention on the Rights of the Child, Article 38, Paragraph 2
See also: Article 38 (2) (3), Convention on the Rights of the Child; Articles 1 & 2 Optional Protocol to the
Convention on the Rights of the Child on the involvement of children in armed conflict; Article 3, ILO
Minimum Age Convention; Article 3 (a), ILO Worst Forms of Child Labour Convention; Article 77 (2),
Protocol Additional to the Geneva Conventions of 12 August 1949, and relating to the Protection of
Victims of International Armed Conflicts (Protocol I); Article 4 (3) (c), Protocol Additional to the Geneva
Conventions of 12 August 1949, and relating to the Protection of Victims of Non-International Armed
Conflicts (Protocol II); Articles 8 (2) (b) (xxvi) & 8 (2) (e) (vii), Rome Statute; Article 22 (2), African Charter
on the Rights and Welfare of the Child
Guidance
Explanation: This question seeks to answer whether children under the age of 15 are recruited to or
participate in military activities in practice.
Necessary Definitions: "Military Recruitment” includes the act of requesting individuals to join the military.
This may include voluntary requests, in addition to, coercion, or forced recruitment.
Examples: “Thousands of boys serve in Burma’s national army, with children as young as 11 forcibly
recruited off the streets and sent into combat operations. Children also serve with some of the armed
ethnic opposition groups.” (Human Rights Watch, Child Soldiers Worldwide, available at
http://www.hrw.org/news/2012/03/12/child-soldiers-worldwide)
Appropriate Supporting Documentation: Acceptable supporting documents may include government
reports, non-governmental research reports, local or international news articles, data from a reputable
regional or multi-national organization such as the UN or the World Bank, data from a nationally
representative survey or questionnaire, or in the absence of all else, expert testimony.
Potential Data Sources: Ministry of education, ministry of defence, Child Soldiers World Index, Human
Rights Watch – Child Soldiers, UNICEF–Children recruited by armed forces
Additional Guidance for Responses: “Very common practice” suggests that more than 1 in 3 children
under the age of 15 serve in the military; “regularly practiced” suggests between 1 in 10 and 1 in 3 serve;
and “rarely practiced” suggests that less than 1 in 10 serve.
5.6.2 is calculated as:
• Yes, it is very common practice. = 0
• Yes, it is regularly practiced. = .33
• Yes, but it is rarely practiced. = .66
• No. = 1

Question 5.6.2
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Are children under the age of 15 recruited by the military in practice?
a. Yes, it is very common practice.
b. Yes, it is regularly practiced.
c.

Yes, but it is rarely practiced.

SELECT
a
b
c
d

d. No.

Supporting document/citation:
https://zwefinder.net/zimbabwe-national-army-recruitment-dates/

Researcher comment:
The Zimbabwean Military recruits those who are aged between 18 to 22 years for
general duty soldiers and regular officers with Ordinary Level qualifications, 18 to 25
years for medical cadets, and 18 to 24 years for regular officers with degrees or
diplomas. This shows that the minimum age of recruitment for the military is 18 years
in Zimbabwe

Peer review 1 comment:
I agree with additional information.

See also 'Zimbabwe - Practice Relating to 136. Recrutiment of Child Soldiers' in the
ICRC IHL database:
https://ihl-databases.icrc.org/customary-ihl/eng/docindex/v2_cou_zw_rule136

Peer review 2 comment:

--Please select from the options below--
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Government comment:

--Please select from the options below--

RESULTS Educational Fund comment:

The original response appears correct and holds as the final response.

Question 5.6.3: Have there been attacks on education?

PW

Basis
“State Parties to the present Charter shall, in accordance with their obligations under international
humanitarian law, protect the civilian population in armed conflicts and shall take all feasible measures to
ensure the protection and care of children who are affected by armed conflicts. Such rules shall also
apply to children in situations of internal armed conflicts, tension and strife.”
—African Charter on the Rights and Welfare of the Child, Article 22 (3)
See also: Articles 6 (1) & 9 (1), International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights; Articles 6, 19 & 38,
Convention on the Rights of the Child; Articles 48, 51 & 52, Protocol Additional to the Geneva
Conventions of 12 August 1949, and relating to the Protection of Victims of International Armed Conflicts
(Protocol I); Article 8 (2) (b) (ix), Rome Statute
Guidance
Explanation: This question seeks to answer whether there have been any incidents of attacks on
education.
Necessary Definitions: "Attacks on education” include:
•
•

Attacks directed at students and educators at education institutions, including abduction,
recruitment into armed groups, forced labor, sexual violence, targeted killings, threats and
harassment, and other violations.
Attacks while going to or coming from an education institution or elsewhere because of their
status as students or educators.
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•
•

Attacks on pro-education activists, including teacher unions or any teaching group, because of
their activism.
Attacks on education personnel, such as administrators and maintenance workers, and education
aid workers.

Examples: Between 2017 and 2019, GCPEA identified around 15 reported attacks targeting or directly
harming students, teachers, and education personnel. The FARDC and non-state armed groups were
responsible for committing such attacks, primarily in eastern DRC and in the Greater Kasai region.
Source: GCPEA Annual Report 2020: Country Profile - DRC
Potential Data Sources: Global Coalition to Protect Education Under Attack
Additional Guidance for Responses: “Yes” indicates that there has been at least one attack on education.
5.6.3 is calculated as:
• Yes=0
• No = 1

Question 5.6.3
Have there been attacks on education?
a. Yes
b. No

Response

SELECT
a
b

Supporting document/citation:

Researcher comment:

Peer review 1 comment:
I disagree with comment and/or additional supporting documents.
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See pps. 35, 44, 48 of GCPEA, 2020. Education under Attack 2020. Zimbabwe is
listed as a country in which GCPEA identified 5 or more isolated attacks on education
over the period from 2015 to 2019, including military use of schools or universities,
and sexual violence at, or on the way to or from, school or university.

Peer review 2 comment:

--Please select from the options below--

Government comment:

--Please select from the options below--

RESULTS Educational Fund comment:

The original response has been rectified based on review and/or additional information.
Changed response from N to Y per GCPEA, Education under Attack 2020, which
recorded five or more isolated attacks over 2015-2019.

Question 5.6.4: Is children’s education ensured by the occupying
power? P W
Basis
“The Parties to the conflict shall take the necessary measures to ensure that children under fifteen, who
are orphaned or are separated from their families as a result of the war, are not left to their own
resources, and that their maintenance, the exercise of their religion and their education are facilitated in
all circumstances. Their education shall, as far as possible, be entrusted to persons of a similar cultural
tradition.”
—Geneva Convention (IV) relative to the Protection of Civilian Persons in Time of War, Article 24
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See also: Articles 24, 50 & 94, Geneva Convention (IV) relative to the Protection of Civilian Persons in
Time of War.
Guidance
Explanation: This question seeks to answer whether children are able to continue their education during
an armed conflict between two states or if their country is occupied by another country.
Necessary Definitions: A country is “occupied” when it is actually placed under the authority of the hostile
army. The occupation extends only to the territory where such authority has been established and can be
exercised."
5.6.4 is calculated as:
• Yes = 1
• No = 0

Question 5.6.4

Response

Is children’s education ensured by the occupying power?
a. Yes
b. No.
c.

Not Applicable (please comment)

SELECT
a
b
N/A

Supporting document/citation:

Researcher comment:

Peer review 1 comment:
I agree without any comment or additional supporting documents.
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Peer review 2 comment:
--Please select from the options below--

Government comment:

--Please select from the options below--

RESULTS Educational Fund comment:
The original response appears correct and holds as the final response.

Subtheme 5.7: COVID-19
This subtheme aims to help users identify which areas of the right to education have been affected by
COVID-19. Given that official data is usually lagged by a year or more, the RTEI 2021 Questionnaire may
not capture data from 2020 (when school closures were at their peak) and therefore tell the full story of
what happened in these years. This subsection, therefore, tries to fill that gap by supporting the collection
of contextual information that can shed light on right to education impacts as evidence emerges. The
scores from this subtheme do not contribute to RTEI final scoring.
Sources of data
You may answer these questions using official data, if available. The best sources of which will be the
national statistical office and the ministries of education and health. International sources, such as
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UNESCO, UNICEF, World Bank, and OECD, may also have relevant data. If timely official data is not
available, you may use high quality non-official sources of data, such as data collected by NGOs,
academics, and the media.

Question 5.7.1: What was the scope and length of school closures
due to COVID-19? P
Guidance
Explanation: This section seeks to understand the nature of school closures due to COVID-19,
specifically:
a.
b.
c.
d.

What percentage of students were affected by school closures in your country?
How long did school closures last in weeks?
What proportion of the academic year did school closures represent on average?
Did school closures affect the entire country, ie, all regions?

Necessary Definitions: “School closures” are government-mandated closures of educational institutions
affecting most or all of the student population enrolled from pre-primary through to upper secondary levels
Potential Data Sources: UNESCO

Question 5.7.1

Response

a. What percentage of students were affected by school closures
in your country?

a.

100

b. How long did school closures last in weeks?

b.

44

c. What proportion of the academic year did school closures
represent on average?

c.

No data

d. Did school closures affect the entire country, i.e., all regions?

d. YES the whole country was affected

Supporting document/citation:
1.https://www.unicef.org/zimbabwe/stories/providing-learning-solution-millions-and-out
-school-children-zimbabwe
2.https://www.aa.com.tr/en/africa/zimbabwe-school-openings-suspended-as-covid-19resurges/2094215

Researcher comment:
The COVID-19 pandemic has affected the learning of millions of children around the
world, including 4.6 million children in Zimbabwe. When the COVID-19 virus began to
spread in the country in March 2020, forcing the country into a nationwide lockdown,
no one knew how long it would last or the impact it would have on children’s learning.
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Peer review 1 comment:

I disagree with comment and/or additional supporting documents.
The provided answer to A (4.6 million) does not answer the question. 100% of schools
in Zimbabwe closed on 24 March 2020
(https://parlzim.gov.zw/download/policy-brief-covid-on-education/). Closures lasted 44
weeks (https://en.unesco.org/covid19/educationresponse#schoolclosures) with
attempts to circumvent the rules deemed illegal
Peer review 2 comment:
(https://www.theguardian.com/global-development/2021/feb/18/educating-zimbabwe-h
ome-schools-defy-lockdown-in-townships)
--Please select from the options below--

Government comment:
--Please select from the options below--

RESULTS Educational Fund comment:
The original response has been rectified based on review and/or additional information.

Response A changed from 4.6 million to 100% and B from N/A to 44 weeks

Question 5.7.2: Was education provided during school closures due
to COVID-19? P
Guidance
Explanation: This section seeks to examine issues related to remote learning and lost learning.
Necessary Definitions: "Remote learning modalities” are educational applications, platforms and
resources that aim to help parents, teachers, schools and school administrators facilitate student learning
and provide social care and interaction during periods of school closure.
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“Data and privacy regulations” refers to the legal protection of children’s rights to privacy and data
protection, particularly personal and sensitive information that could render them identifiable.
Potential Data Sources: UNICEF report on digital connectivity, UNESCO page on national learning
platforms and tools, World Bank page on EdTech,

Question 5.7.2

Response

What remote learning modalities were in place during school closures?
a. No tech

a.

YES

b. Low-tech

b.

YES

c.

c.

YES

a. Children living in rural areas

a.

NO

b. Children without access to the internet and technology

b.

NO

c.

c.

NO

d. Minorities and Indigenous peoples

d.

NO

e. Refugees

e.

NO

High-tech

Were remote learning modalities available and appropriate for all
students during school closures?

Children with disabilities

Do regulations protect the data and privacy of children?

NO

a. Yes
b. No
What strategies has the government employed to make up for lost
learning?

YES

a. Catch-up or remedial classes

a.

b. Double shifts

b.

YES

c.

c.

NO

Private tutoring

d. Other (please specify)

d.

If national assessments or exams were missed due to school closures,
were students provided the opportunity to take them?
a. Yes
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b. No

Supporting document/citation:
1. http://www.news.cn/english/africa/2021-09/06/c_1310171668.htm
2. http://mopse.co.zw/sites/default/files/public/downloads/Strategy%20For%20The%
20Equitable%20Provision%20of%20Inclusive%20Continuous%20Quality%
20Teaching%20and%20Lerning%20Ar%20All%20Times.pdf

Researcher comment:
The Ministry of Primary and Secondary Education adopted digital learning during
Covid-19 and introduced radio lessons, television lessons. However, there were
challenges because most rural communities including the urban areas had challenges
with radio and television signals, poor Internet connectivity. Using lessons learnt from
the experience of disrupted school activities due to several climatic change
phenomenon as well as the current global Covid 19 pandemic, the Ministry of Primary
and
Education adopted the Strategy for the Equitable Provision of
PeerSecondary
review 1 comment:
Inclusive Continuous Quality Teaching and Learning at all times during Emergencies
I disagree with comment and/or additional supporting documents.
High and low tech modality changed to yes. Zimbabwe participated in the 2nd iteration
of national education responses to COVID-19
(http://covid19.uis.unesco.org/joint-covid-r2/) which indicates online instruction and
take home packages were tried (hence, yes) but were not effective.

Peer review
2 comment:
Support
is found
for schools running a double shift
(https://globalpressjournal.com/africa/zimbabwe/controversial-double-shift-schools-put
--Please select from the options below--students-hot-seat/) but this is due to social distancing and not to catch-up or accelrate
learning as the question assumes.
The same source indicates that accelerated programmes are being ran during school
holidays to help students catch up and the ministry has indicated that an abbreviated
and accelerated syllabus will be used this school year.
Government comment:
--Please select from the options below--

RESULTS Educational Fund comment:
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The original response has been rectified based on review and/or additional information.

High and low tech modality changed to yes

Question 5.7.3: Has school drop-out and its associated risks been
mitigated during school closures? P
Guidance
Explanation: This section seeks to answer understand who is at risk of not returning to school and
whether the state has taken appropriate steps to identify and provide solutions for those most at risk.

Question 5.7.3

Response

Have states taken steps to identify those most at-risk of dropping out
of school?

NO

a. Yes
b. No
Have there been increases in the incidences of the following during
school closures:
a. Child marriage?

a.

YES

b. Teenage pregnancy?

b.

YES

c.

c.

Unknown

d.

YES

Child military recruitment?

d. Child labour?
Have states taken steps to identify who has not returned to school and
set-up a reporting system?
a. Yes

YES

b. No
Have states implemented measures to ensure that those most at-risk of
dropping-out are supported to go back to school?
a. Yes
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b. No

Supporting document/citation:

1.https://www.facebook.com/CITEZW/posts/teenage-pregnancies-drastically-increase
d-during-the-covid-19-induced-lockdown-w/2920944788136956/
2. http://www.xinhuanet.com/english/africa/2021-03/13/c_139807745.htm
3.https://www.voanews.com/a/covid-19-pandemic_zimbabwe-reports-major-rise-teenpregnancies-during-pandemic/6204648.html
4. https://www.unicef.org/zimbabwe/media/3696/file/UNICEF%20Zimbabwe%
20COVID-19%20Situation%20Report%20No.%201%20-%20for%20January%20-%
Researcher comment:
20March%202020.pdf
In October 2020, Zimbabwe Teachers Refused to Return to Schools Over Pay,
Sanitation. During the re-opening of schools in phases, teachers were refusing to
return to class, pointing to low pay and unsafe conditions. This shows that teachers
were being paid during Covid-19. However, they were complaints about low
remuneration.
Peer review 1 comment:

I disagree with comment and/or additional supporting documents.
Child military recruitment changed from No to unknown..
Qualitative reports of increased child labor due to COVID-19 are common as seen at
https://kubatana.net/2021/07/06/double-dilemma-how-covid-19-is-entrenching-child-la
bour-in-artisanal-small-scale-gold-mining/;
https://www.theguardian.com/global-development/2020/nov/13/i-need-money-for-scho
Peer review 2 comment:
ol-the-children-forced-to-pan-for-gold-in-zimbabwe;
https://theconversation.com/more-children-in-zimbabwe-are-working-to-survive-whats--Please select from the options below-needed-149033

Government comment:

--Please select from the options below--

RESULTS Educational Fund comment:
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The original response has been rectified based on review and/or additional information.

Child military recruitment changed from No to Unknown.

Question 5.7.4: Have public health measures been taken in schools? P
Guidance
Explanation: This section seeks to answer whether school environments are safe for students and
educational staff as they return to school.
Potential data sources: UNESCO data on teacher prioritisation for the COVID-19 vaccine

Question 5.7.4

Response

Do children and educational staff have access to soap and clean
water?
a. Yes

YES

b. No
Are educational staff provided information and guidance on public
health protection measures such as social distancing?
a. Yes

YES

b. No
Have teachers been prioritised to receive COVID-19 vaccines?
a. Yes

YES

b. No

Supporting document/citation:
1. Ministry of Primary and Secondary Education Standard Operating Procedures for
the Prevention and Management of Covid 19 and other influenza like illness in the
Primary and Secondary Education Sector of 2020 Accessed on
http://mopse.co.zw/sites/default/files/public/downloads/SOPS%20FINAL.pdf

Researcher comment:
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The experience of Covid 19 highlighted the need to ensure the safety for both
learners, teachers, and support staff during times of local and global public health
pandemics.

Peer review 1 comment:

I agree with additional information.
Government employees are being required to get vaccinated (unclear if they are
prioritized), this includes teachers
(https://www.voanews.com/a/zimbabwe-government-no-covid-19-shot-no-work-no-pay
-come-this-monday-zimbabwe-government-/6273984.html).

Peer review 2 comment:
The 2nd iteration of national education responses to COVID-19
(http://covid19.uis.unesco.org/joint-covid-r2/)
lists health responses schools are taking
--Please
select from the options below-to protect against covid. In Zimbabwe this includes improved handwashing facilities,
promoting physical distancing, temperature checks, and self-isolating.

Government comment:

--Please select from the options below--

RESULTS Educational Fund comment:

The original response appears correct and holds as the final response.

Question 5.7.5: Are teachers paid during unplanned school closures?
P

Guidance
Explanation: This section seeks to answer whether teachers are paid during unplanned school closures
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Potential Data Sources: Teachers’ union website

Question 5.7.5

Response

Are teachers paid during unplanned school closures?
a. Yes

YES

b. No

Supporting document/citation:

1.https://www.reuters.com/article/uk-health-coronavirus-zimbabwe-teachers-idUKKCN
26C1XZ
2.https://www.voanews.com/a/covid-19-pandemic_zimbabwe-teachers-refuse-return-s
chools-over-pay-sanitation/6196861.html

Researcher comment:

In October 2020, Zimbabwe Teachers Refused to Return to Schools Over Pay,
Sanitation. During the re-opening of schools in phases, teachers were refusing to
return to class, pointing to low pay and unsafe conditions. This shows that teachers
were being paid during Covid-19. However, they were complaints about low
remuneration.
Peer review 1 comment:

I agree without any comment or additional supporting documents.

Peer review 2 comment:

--Please select from the options below--

Government comment:

--Please select from the options below--
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RESULTS Educational Fund comment:
The original response appears correct and holds as the final response.

Question 5.7.6: Is an education emergency response plan in place?
Guidance
Explanation: This section seeks to answer whether there is an emergency response plan in order to m
a. Is there an education emergency response plan to help mitigate the impact of emergencies,
natural disasters, and crises?
b. What percentage of the recovery budget is allocated to education?
Necessary Definitions: "Emergency response plan” refers to any national plan that sets out how the
ministry of education will respond to the COVID-19 pandemic. The plan should deal with critical issues
such as: plans for re-opening schools, school calendar, remote learning modalities, online distance
learning strategies, teachers, students, parents/caregivers, learning, assessment and examinations.
Examples: Malawi—National COVID-19 preparedness and response strategy and plan July 2021-June
2022
Appropriate Supporting Documentation: Emergency response plan
Potential Data Sources: Planipolis, UNICEF Global Tracker on national education responses to COVID19, Survey on National Education Responses to COVID-19 School Closures

Question 5.7.6

Response

Is there an education emergency response plan to help mitigate the
impact of emergencies, natural disasters, and crises?
a. Yes

YES

b. No
What percentage of the recovery budget is allocated to education?
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Supporting document/citation:

1. http://www.news.cn/english/africa/2021-09/06/c_1310171668.htm
2. http://mopse.co.zw/sites/default/files/public/downloads/Strategy%20For%20The%
20Equitable%20Provision%20of%20Inclusive%20Continuous%20Quality%
20Teaching%20and%20Lerning%20Ar%20All%20Times.pdf

Researcher comment:
Using lessons learnt from the experience of disrupted school activities due to several
climatic change phenomenon as well as the current global Covid 19 pandemic, the
Ministry of Primary and Secondary Education adopted the Strategy for the Equitable
Provision of Inclusive Continuous Quality Teaching and Learning at all times during
Emergencies
Peer review 1 comment:
I agree without any comment or additional supporting documents.

Peer review 2 comment:
--Please select from the options below--

Government comment:

--Please select from the options below--

RESULTS Educational Fund comment:
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The original response appears correct and holds as the final response.
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